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THE FOUNDING OF THE ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
Inaugural Address by OSIA Founder Vincenzo Sellaro, M.D.

The following is a translation from Italian of the inaugural address given by Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro, founder of the Order of the Sons of Italy in America. 

OSIA thanks Professor Frank P .Oliveri of Rochester, NewYork. Lost  since 1935 ,the Sellaro speech was discovered recently after a three-year 

search by Professor Oliveri, who also translated it.

TRGD\�LV�WKH���QG�RI�-XQH�������7RGD\�ZH�DUH�EOHVVHG�ZLWK�VXFK�D�PDJQL¿FHQW�GD\�RI�VXQVKLQH��7RGD\�WKH�$OPLJKW\�KDV�
brought us all together for a purpose. With all of you, and with my most intimate compatriots, let’s say our brothers and their 

wives, our sisters, who represent every corner of Italy. All of us are Italians!

1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�SDUW�RI�,WDO\�ZH�FDPH�IURP��ZH�DUH�¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�,WDOLDQV��,��9LQFHQ]R�6HOODUR��KDSSHQ�WR�EH�IURP�6LFLO\��
RXU�SKDUPDFLVW��/XGRYLFR�)HUUDUL�LV�IURP�3LHGPRQW��RXU�DWWRUQH\��$QWRQLR�0DU]XOOR�LV�IURP�&DPSDQLD��*LXVHSSH�&DUOLQR��
VFXOSWRU��IURP�/D]LR��DQG�RXU�EDUEHUV��3LHWUR�9LVFDUGL�IURP�&DODEULD��DQG�5REHUWR�0HUOR�IURP�7XVFDQ\�

We cannot continue to see each other and treat each other as sub-nationalities of the Italian peninsula. By continuing this 

ZD\�ZH�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�UHPDLQ�ZHDN�DV�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ODUJHU�$PHULFDQ�VRFLHW\��EXW�ZLOO�DOVR�FRQWLQXH�WR�¿QG�LW�HYHU�
GLI¿FXOW�WR�DFKLHYH�RXU�ULJKWIXO�SODFH�RI�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�UHVSHFW�LQ�WKH�UROH�ZH�PXVW�WDNH�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKLV�FRXQWU\�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�
ever before. This wonderful country can only become the richer and more cultured as a result of it.

Today we are gathered together for one main purpose, that I want to believe someday will become a very important part 

RI�$PHULFDQ�KLVWRU\��:H�DUH�WKH�QHZHVW�RI�WKH�LPPLJUDQWV�WR�WKLV�JUHDW�FRXQWU\��DQG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�¿HUFH�DQG�XQGHVHUYHG�
prejudice and discrimination that we have had to suffer for nearly two decades, we must begin to work together, for our 

common good. We must educate ourselves, and insist that our children receive the best and highest education possible. 

Only through this education will we understand the ways and beliefs of this marvelous adopted country of ours, and be 

treated as equal and worthy American citizens.

 

 We left our native land for a new life, in order to survive. Our former country with its government demonstrated after so 

many years of trying, that it was simply not capable of providing for us the life we deserved—a decent life, a respectable life.

The majority of us have come to these shores as the poorest of all Italians, and the least educated of most of Europe. But 

today I must also share with you that we are also the most courageous for having made the decision to come here, to have 

OHIW�EHKLQG�RXU�PRWKHUODQG�DQG�RXU�IDPLOLHV��LQ�WKH�KRSH��QRW�WR�¿QG�D�QHZ�OLIH��EXW�WR�HDUQ�D�EHWWHU�RQH��:KHUH�RQO\�D�IHZ�RI�
us, before leaving Italy were fortunate enough to have received an education, many of you-us, have reached these shores 

DV�FRPPRQ�ODERUHUV��WHQDQW�IDUPHUV��¿HOG�ZRUNHUV�DQG�VKHSKHUGV��JDUGHQHUV��¿VKHUPHQ��EXW�MXVW�DV�PDQ\�DV�DUWLVDQV��VXFK�
as masons, carpenters, stonecutters, bakers, tailors and miners. Second to none has been our contribution of tradesmen, 

lawyers, teachers, accountants, entrepreneurs, pharmacists, and yes, doctors as well.

One of our most important objectives should be to reclaim the rest of our family members left behind, and as soon as 

possible. The other objective that all of us must keep in mind at all times is that our presence in this great country, who has 

received so many of us, in whatever we do and say, must enhance its greatness at all times. We ask only for the opportunity 

to earn a living! We are not here to be a burden. By staying united and helping one another we will realize everything and 

anything we wish to achieve.

Some say that history has dealt us a lousy hand, being that we are the last to come to America. After all, wasn’t it one of our 

own who discovered America? I say to them that the others, for the most part, came here with masters, came as slaves in 

many cases. We, on the other hand, have come of our own accord. We are a free people.

It is because of this that today I have a dream, and hope that someday, even if it takes a hundred more years before we 

are fully accepted, our children and their children’s children, even if they carry a single drop of Italian blood will be able and 

proud to continue to carry on our traditions, our culture and our language. It is up to us, and what we do today!


