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THE CREED OF THE THE CREED OF THE 
ORDER SONS OF ITALY ORDER SONS OF ITALY 

IN AMERICAIN AMERICA®

 We Believe in the Government of  the United States of  America 

as the Government of  the people, by the people, and for the people 

and promise to obey and uphold its Constitution and Laws.

 We Believe in Government by orderly process and reject any 

doctrine that tends to subvert constituted government and authority.

� :H�%HOLHYH� LQ�ÀOLDO�DIIHFWLRQ�DQG�UHVSHFW� IRU� WKH�/DQG�RI �RXU�
Forefathers whose heritage is our highest contribution to America’s 

progress.

 We Believe in the brotherhood of  man and promise to assist 

our fellow members, to care for the orphans, to extend our helping 

hand to widows and to comfort those in distress.

 We Believe in equal rights and duties for all; in equality of   

RSSRUWXQLW\�LQ�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI �WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI �KXPDQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�
extended to all without discrimination.

 We Believe in freedom of  thought, conscience and education 

and stand for individual liberty in the performance of  duties and 

in the exercise of  rights under the Constitution and Laws of  our  

Country and State.

 We Believe in the future progress and expansion of  the Order 

Sons of  Italy in America
®�DV�WKH�EHQHÀFLDO�DJHQW�RI �DOO�$PHULFDQV�

of  Italian birth or descent for their recognition and welfare, and  

promise to contribute to the moral, intellectual and material  

progress of  our fellow members, and to support the program of  

the Order and all its activities for the welfare of  our Country, our 

Order and the Community in which we live.
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CONSTITUTIONCONSTITUTION
SUPREME LODGE PREAMBLE

 We, the members of  the ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN  

AMERICA, dba ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY 

IN AMERICA, a fraternal organization, being a part of  the United  

States of  America, which we serve at all times with undivided  

devotion, and to whose progress we dedicate ourselves; united in the 

belief  in God; conscious of  being a representative element of  an old 

civilization which has contributed to the enlightenment of  the  

human spirit, and which through our activities, institutions and  

customs may enrich and broaden the pattern of  the AMERICAN 

WAY OF LIFE; realizing that through an intelligent and constant  

exercise of  civic duties and rights, and obedience to the  

CONSTITUTION of  the United States, we uphold and strengthen 

this Republic, in order to make known our objectives and insure 

their attainment through the harmonious functioning of  all the 

parts of  our organization, the said ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN 

AMERICA, dba ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY 

IN AMERICA, does hereby ORDAIN and ESTABLISH the fol-

lowing as our CONSTITUTION: 

�UHYLVHG������������PG

PURPOSES

ART. I.  The purposes of  this organization shall be:

� �D�� WR� HQUROO� LQ� LWV�PHPEHUVKLS� DOO�SHUVRQV�RI � ,WDOLDQ�ELUWK�RU� 
  descent and all others as prescribed in Article 1 of  the  

  General Laws; 

� �E��WR�SURPRWH�QDWLRQDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�VHFXUH�DGHTXDWH�ODZV�IRU� 
� � WKH� EHQHÀW� RI � LWV� PHPEHUV� E\� DFWLYH� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� 
  political, social and civic life of  our communities. 

� �F�� WR� HQFRXUDJH� WKH� GLVVHPLQDWLRQ� RI � ,WDOLDQ� FXOWXUH� LQ� WKH� 
  United States and uphold the prestige of  the people of   

  Italian heritage in America. 

� �G�� WR� LQLWLDWH� DQG� RUJDQL]H� PRYHPHQWV� IRU� SDWULRWLF� DQG� 
  humanitarian purposes, thereby establishing a motto of  

  “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.”

                                   Constitution
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EMBLEM, MOTTO, COLOR, LANGUAGE, 
AND OFFICES

$57��,,��7KH�HPEOHP�RI �WKH�2UGHU�VKDOO�EH�D�*ROGHQ�/LRQ�LQ�D�ÀHOG�
of  white. The motto shall be “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.” The 

RIÀFLDO�FRORU�RI �WKH�2UGHU�VKDOO�EH�SXUSOH��7KH�RIÀFLDO�ODQJXDJH�RI �
the Order shall be both English and Italian and each may be used in 

WKH�FRXUVH�RI �PHHWLQJV���6HH�$UW��������7KH�+RPH�2IÀFH�RI �WKH�6X-

preme Lodge shall be in the City of  New York, State of  New York. The  

([HFXWLYH�2IÀFHV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�PD\�EH�GHVLJQDWHG�E\�WKH� 
Supreme Council in plenary session. 

 Wherever in this Constitution or in the General Laws or in the 

Judicial Code of  the Order there appears language denoting the  

masculine gender, it shall include the feminine gender.

GOVERNANCE
ART. III. The laws of  the Order include: 

� �D��7KH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ��*HQHUDO�/DZV� DQG� -XGLFLDO�&RGH�RI � WKH� 
  Order established by the Supreme Lodge, 

� �E��$Q\�DUWLFOHV�RI �JRYHUQDQFH�DGRSWHG�E\�D�*UDQG�/RGJH�ZKLFK 

  have been approved by the Supreme Lodge, 

� �F��$Q\�DUWLFOHV�RI �JRYHUQDQFH�DGRSWHG�E\�D�/RFDO�/RGJH�XQGHU 
  the jurisdiction of  a Grand Lodge and which have been  

  approved by the said Grand Lodge or which have been  

  approved by the Supreme Lodge in the case of  Local Lodges  

  under the immediate jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge.

GOVERNMENT
ART. IV. The governing powers of  the Order shall be vested in 

three separate and distinct branches: Executive, Legislative and Ju-

dicial.

ORGANIC STRUCTURE
ART. V. The organic structure of  the Order is based upon a lodge 

system. The basic unit is the Local Lodge. The Local Lodge is  

Constitution
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composed of  members. The members have rights and obligations  

which the Local Lodge, by virtue of  the powers conferred to it by 

these laws, administers and controls. 

 The lodges of  the Order shall be known as: 

� �D��7KH�/RFDO�/RGJH��
� �E��7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH��
� �F��7KH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��
 The Local Lodge functions and operates within the limits of  its 

locality. The Local Lodge is chartered by the Supreme Council and 

is given a name chosen by its members with the approval of  the 

Supreme Council. A number is assigned to each Local Lodge by the 

Supreme Council in numerical order. The Local Lodge is a constituent 

part of  the Grand Lodge of  the State wherein it is located and is 

subordinate to such Grand Lodge. The Local Lodge participates 

in the administration of  the affairs of  the Grand Lodge, to which 

it is subordinate, through its State Delegates. But the Local Lodge, 

unless restricted by these laws and by the laws of  the Grand Lodge, 

is autonomous and may administer its affairs under such rules and 

UHJXODWLRQV�DGRSWHG�E\�LW�ZKLFK�GR�QRW�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�DQ\�RI �WKH�ODZV�
applicable to it. 

 Whenever a Local Lodge is chartered in a State where no Grand 

Lodge exists, such Local Lodge shall be under the direct jurisdiction 

of  the Supreme Lodge, or to such Grand Lodge assigned thereto by 

the Supreme Lodge.

GRAND LODGE
ART. VI. The Grand Lodge is the intermediate unit between the 

Supreme Lodge and the Local Lodge. The jurisdiction of  the Grand 

Lodge extends within the limits of  the State for which it is chartered, 

unless otherwise authorized by the Supreme Council. The Grand 

Lodge exercises sole jurisdiction over the Local Lodges within the 

State for which it is chartered. No Grand Lodge shall be instituted  

DQG� FKDUWHUHG� LQ� DQ\� 6WDWH� XQOHVV� ÀYH� /RFDO� /RGJHV� KDYH� EHHQ� 
organized in that State, with a total membership of  not less than 

400; provided, however, that the Supreme Council shall have power 

to institute and charter a Grand Lodge in a State where the number 

RI �/RFDO�/RGJHV�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�ÀYH�EXW�WRWDOLQJ�DW�OHDVW�����PHPEHUV�

                                   Constitution
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� 7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH�LV�FRQVWLWXWHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��DOO�SDVW�
State Presidents, State Delegates elected by the Local Lodges and 

VXFK�RWKHU�RIÀFHUV�DV�DUH�GHVLJQDWHG�LQ�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH��
 The Grand Lodge participates in the administration of  the  

affairs of  the Supreme Lodge through its duly elected National  

Delegates, and those delegates who attend the Supreme Convention 

DV�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�H[�RIÀFLR�SXUVXDQW�WR�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�
Lodge. 

 The Grand Lodge, during the interval between Grand  

Conventions, functions pursuant to the laws of  the Grand Lodge.

�$UW��9,�UHYLVHG������������PG

SUPREME LODGE
ART. VII. The jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge extends over all 

Grand Lodges and Local Lodges. The Supreme Lodge is consti-

tuted of: 

� �D���7KH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�
� �E���7KH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQWV�
� �F���7KH�3DVW�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQWV�
� �G���7KH�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�
� �H���7KH�HOHFWHG�DW�ODUJH�WUXVWHHV�RI �WKH�6RQV�RI �,WDO\�)RXQGDWLRQ�
� �I���7KH�RWKHU�GHOHJDWHV�FUHDWHG�E\�RSHUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�*HQHUDO�
  Laws 

The Supreme Lodge, during the intervals between Supreme  

Conventions, functions through its Supreme Council duly elected at 

its Supreme Convention.

EXECUTIVE POWER
ART. VIII. The executive power, within its respective jurisdiction, 

shall be exercised by the Supreme Lodge, the Grand Lodge, and 

the Local Lodge. Between conventions, the executive power of  the 

Supreme Lodge shall be exercised by the Supreme Council, and 

the executive power of  the Grand Lodge shall be exercised by the 

Grand Council. The executive power of  the Local Lodge, when the 

assembly is not in session, shall be exercised by its Council.

Constitution
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LEGISLATIVE POWER

ART. IX. The legislative power, i.e., the power to make and  

promulgate laws and to adopt amendments thereto, shall be  

exercised by: 

� �D���7KH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��ZKLOH�LQ�VHVVLRQ��LQ�PDWWHUV�RI �JHQHUDO� 
  character which are within the scope of  its jurisdiction. 

� �E���7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH��ZKLOH�LQ�VHVVLRQ��LQ�DOO�PDWWHUV�DIIHFWLQJ 
  the discipline, the control of  its institutions, and the  

  government of  Local Lodges under its jurisdiction;  

  provided the laws made and promulgated, together with all  

� � DPHQGPHQWV�WKHUHWR��DUH�QRW�LQ�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH 
  Supreme Lodge. 

� �F���7KH�/RFDO�/RGJH��ZKLOH�LQ�VHVVLRQ��LQ�DOO�PDWWHUV�FRQFHUQLQJ� 
  the rights and obligations of  its members; provided the laws  

  made and promulgated, together with all amendments 

� � WKHUHWR�� DUH� QRW� LQ� FRQÁLFW�ZLWK� WKH� ODZV� RI � WKH� 6XSUHPH 
  Lodge nor with the laws of  the Grand Lodge. 

� � �G��7KH�OHJLVODWLYH�SRZHU�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��RI �WKH�*UDQG 

  Lodge, and of  the Local Lodge shall not be delegated to any  

  council, nor to any commission or committee.

JUDICIARY POWER
ART. X. The judiciary power, in the application of  corrective and 

disciplinary measures when violations occur, shall be governed by 

and pursuant to the provisions of  the Judicial Code.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
ART. XI. The Constitution of  the Supreme Lodge may be amended 

whenever a proposal is made and notice is given to the Nation-

al Delegates in advance, the same as is provided for changes of  

WKH�*HQHUDO�/DZV�KHUHLQ��DQG�DSSURYHG�E\�WZR�WKLUGV�������RI �WKH� 
members of  the Supreme Convention duly assembled. 

 The General Laws, Judicial Code and the Ritual of  the Supreme  

Lodge may be amended whenever a majority of  the National  
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'HOHJDWHV� DQG� 1DWLRQDO� 2IÀFHUV�� LQ� FRQYHQWLRQ� DVVHPEOHG�� FDVW�
their vote in favor of  such amendment, provided due notice has 

EHHQ�JLYHQ�DV�KHUHDIWHU�VSHFLÀHG�

LAWS OF THE GRAND LODGE AND LOCAL 
LODGE

ART. XII. The laws of  the Grand Lodge and of  the Local Lodge  

consist of  rules and regulations adopted by them, in conformity 

with the laws of  the Supreme Lodge, to govern, administer, and 

control the affairs and institutions under their jurisdiction. 

 To be valid, the laws adopted by the Grand Lodge must be  

submitted for approval to the Supreme Council; the laws adopted 

by the Local Lodge must be submitted for approval to the Grand 

Council of  the Grand Lodge having jurisdiction over such Local 

Lodge. 

 To be valid, the laws adopted by the Local Lodge under the 

direct jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge must be submitted for  

approval to the Supreme Council.

Constitution
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GENERAL LAWSGENERAL LAWS
CHAPTER ONE - MEMBERS 

REQUISITES AND QUALIFICATIONS 

ART. 1. Admission to membership in the Order shall be restricted 

to all those of  Italian birth or descent; also the spouses of  those 

of  Italian lineage or those who have been adopted by persons of  

Italian lineage, and the spouses of  such adopted persons; widows, 

widowers and divorced spouses of  current or former members 

who by their efforts, works and actions contribute to and promote 

the culture of  the Italian American and the Order Sons of  Italy in 

America. 

 Applicants for membership shall be at such minimum and  

maximum ages as the Grand Lodges or the Supreme Lodge 

may from time to time establish for Local Lodges under their  

respective jurisdictions. Applications for memberships shall be 

PDGH�XSRQ�DQ�RIÀFLDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ��VLJQHG�E\�WKH�DSSOLFDQW��DQG�WKLV� 
application shall bear the signature of  a sponsor, who vouches that 

WKH�DSSOLFDQW�KDV�DOO�RI �WKH�UHTXLUHG�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�IRU�PHPEHUVKLS��
as provided for in the Constitution and these laws. The member-

VKLS�EHFRPHV�RIÀFLDO�XSRQ�DFFHSWDQFH�E\�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH��7KH�DS-

plicant shall be required to pay an application fee and/or initiation 

fee and dues and/or assessments as the Supreme Lodge or Grand 

Lodge may from time to time establish for Local Lodges under their 

respective jurisdiction. 

 The application must be submitted for a majority vote of  

the assembly of  the Local Lodge and, unless otherwise pro-

vided in the laws of  the Grand Lodge, subsequently ap-

proved by the Grand Council. Preliminary approval of  the  

application may be made by the Executive Committee of  the Grand 

Council. 

 The ceremony of  initiation into a Local Lodge shall be in  

conformity with the Ritual as adopted by the Supreme Lodge, or 

approved by the Supreme Council. 

 In the case that a Local Lodge is subordinate to a Grand Lodge, 

an applicant cannot be eligible for membership if  the applicant’s 
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application has failed to receive approval from the ranking Grand 

Lodge. 

 A rejected applicant shall not be eligible to reapply for admis-

sion to a Local Lodge unless three months have elapsed from the 

date of  such rejection and then only after these General Laws or 

the laws of  the Grand Lodge are fully complied with. The applicant 

who has been twice rejected by the assembly is ineligible for mem-

bership.

�$UW����UHYLVHG������������PG

CLASSIFICATION
ART. 2. All members of  the Order shall be known as “Brothers” or 

“Sisters.” The members shall be divided into the following classes: 

� �D���5HJXODU�PHPEHUV�
� �E���$VVRFLDWH�PHPEHUV�
� �F���0HULWRULRXV�PHPEHUV�
� �G���+RQRUDU\�PHPEHUV�
� �H���6RFLDO�PHPEHUV�
� �I���$W�/DUJH�PHPEHUV�
 “Regular Members” are those members who are of  Italian birth 

or descent; also, the spouses of  those of  Italian lineage, or those 

who have been adopted by a person or persons of  Italian lineage, 

and the spouses of  such adopted persons; widows, widowers and 

divorced spouses of  current or former members. 

 The Grand Lodge in its laws may establish rules regulating the 

EHQHÀWV�SD\DEOH�WR�UHJXODU�PHPEHUV��
 Applicants who do not qualify for regular membership due to  

insurance program requirements may be admitted as “Associate  

Members.” Such associate members shall not participate in the  

EHQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�E\�WKH�0RUWXDU\�)XQG�RU�,QVXUDQFH�)XQG�RU�/LIH�
,QVXUDQFH�3URJUDP�QRU�VKDUH�LQ�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�PDWHULDO�EHQHÀWV�
DIIRUGHG�E\�WKH�2UGHU�H[FHSW�WKRVH�VSHFLDO�EHQHÀWV�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�
afforded by the Grand Lodge or Local Lodge. 

 Applicants for associate membership shall not be admissible as 

associate members unless the application contains a waiver signed 

by the applicant, by means of  which the applicant waives  

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� EHQHÀW� DIIRUGHG� E\� WKH�0RUWXDU\� )XQG� DQG�

General Laws
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ZDLYHV�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�PDWHULDO�EHQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�
by the Order. Such application and waiver must be signed by the  

applicant and by two witnesses in the presence of  whom the  

VLJQDWXUH� LV� DIÀ[HG��$SSOLFDQWV� IRU� DVVRFLDWH�PHPEHUVKLS� DUH�QRW�
required to undergo a medical examination. Upon admission,  

DVVRFLDWH�PHPEHUV�DUH�WR�SD\�VXFK�GXHV�DV�PD\�EH�À[HG�E\�WKH�*UDQG�
Lodge or by the Supreme Lodge. Associate members shall otherwise 

enjoy the rights of  regular members and are subject to the same  

duties of  regular members. With respect to associate members, each 

Grand Lodge may adopt such rules and regulations as it may deem 

advisable. 

 The Grand Lodge, by its Grand Council, on its own initiative or 

at the request of  a Local Lodge may nominate deserving persons  

to be “Meritorious Members.” Nomination to meritorious  

membership is to be followed by an appropriate ceremony at which 

WLPH�WKH�FHUWLÀFDWH�RI �PHULWRULRXV�PHPEHUVKLS�LV�WR�EH�SUHVHQWHG�
to the nominated person. 

� 7KH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�IRU�QRPLQDWLRQ�WR�PHULWRULRXV�PHPEHUVKLS�
are: 

� �D���'LVWLQJXLVKHG�VHUYLFH�DQG�H[HPSODU\�FRQGXFW��
� �E���2XWVWDQGLQJ�VHUYLFH�UHQGHUHG�WR�WKH�2UGHU��
� �F���&RQVSLFXRXV� DFKLHYHPHQWV� LQ� FXOWXUDO�� PRUDO�� VRFLDO�� 
� � HFRQRPLF�DQG�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOGV��
 “Honorary Membersµ�DUH�QRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�
and National Delegates in convention assembled or by the Supreme 

Council, on its own initiative or at the request of  the Grand Council  

of  a Grand Lodge. The names of  honorary members are to be  

inscribed in the Roll of  Honor, which consists of  a permanent re-

cord kept by the Supreme Lodge. To the Roll of  Honor, shall like-

wise be inscribed the names of  the Past National Presidents. 

 Nomination to honorary membership shall be restricted to men 

and women, distinguished in learning, outstanding in achievement, 

or conspicuous in cultural attainments, who have given proof  of  

their sympathy and good will toward the Order, its principles and 

ideals. The nomination to honorary membership shall be evidenced  

E\� DQ� DSSURSULDWH� FHUWLÀFDWH� WR� EH� SUHVHQWHG� WR� WKH� KRQRUDU\� 
member at the initiation ceremony. The initiation ceremony is to be 

PDUNHG�E\�DSSURSULDWH�VROHPQLW\��7KH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI �WKH�FHUWLÀ-

cate is to be made by the Supreme Council or by the Grand Council 
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of  the Grand Lodge of  the State wherein the honorary member 

resides. 

 Unless otherwise provided in the laws of  the Grand Lodge, “So-

cial Members” are those who because of  their national origin are 

not admitted either as regular or associate members. Social mem-

bers may participate in social, athletic and cultural activities. Social 

PHPEHUV�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�DQG�WR�KROG�DQ\�RIÀFH�H[FHSW�
President, Vice-president or State Delegate in the Order Sons and 

Daughters of  Italy in America. In addition, per capita taxes must be 

paid on all social members. Social members shall be entitled to at-

tend and partake in regular or special meetings of  the Local Lodge. 

6RFLDO�PHPEHUV�PD\�EH�DGPLWWHG�WR�VXFK�EHQHÀWV�DV�PD\�EH�SUR-

vided in the laws of  the Grand Lodge. 

� $Q� $́W�/DUJH�0HPEHUµ�LV�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�TXDOLÀHG�WR�EH�D�UHJ-
ular or social member but who, for whatever reason, does not want 

WR�DWWHQG�PHHWLQJV��KROG�DQ\�NLQG�RI �RIÀFH��RU�EHORQJ�WR�D�/RFDO�
Lodge. The At-Large member believes in the ideals and purposes 

of  the Order, is desirous of  fostering and promoting those ideals, 

agrees to abide by the laws of  the Supreme Lodge, and agrees to 

perform the duties of  a regular member as set forth in Article 3 of  

the General Laws.

    One who is desirous of  becoming an At-Large member will be-

come so under the jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge.

    Admission to At-Large membership shall be governed by the 

same rules applicable to regular members except that:

�D�� 7KH�PHPEHUVKLS� EHFRPHV� RIÀFLDO� XSRQ� H[HFXWLRQ� RI � WKH�
membership oath, which is part of  the application.

�E��$W�/DUJH�PHPEHUV�VKDOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�SD\�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IHH
and dues and/or assessments as the Supreme Lodge may from 

time to time establish, which may differ from the amounts im-

posed on regular members.

�F��,Q�OLHX�RI �WKH�FHUHPRQ\�RI �LQLWLDWLRQ��WKH�$W�/DUJH�PHPEHU
shall execute and have witnessed the oath taken by a regular

member, which oath shall be part of  the membership applica-

tion.

�G�� )RU� FDOFXODWLQJ� WKH� QXPEHU� RI �1DWLRQDO�7UXVWHHV� DQG� 6X-

preme   Convention delegates, At-Large Members will be cred-

ited to the rolls of  the Grand Lodge, if  one exists, of  the state 

LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�UHVLGH�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFH�RQ�0DUFK����GXULQJ�
the year of  the National Convention. 

General Laws
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�$UW����UHYLVHG������������²FF
�$UW����UHYLVHG������������PG
�$UW����UHYLVHG�����������PG

DUTIES OF REGULAR MEMBERS
ART. 3. Regular members are required to perform the following 

duties: 

� �D���WR�REH\�DQG�UHVSHFW�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �E���WR�SD\�GXHV�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV��
� �F���WR�REH\�DOO�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �G���WR�DVVLVW�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �H���WR� VHWWOH� DQ\� JULHYDQFHV� WKDW�PD\� DULVH� E\� VXEPLWWLQJ� WKLV 
  grievance to the proper authorities of  the Order, or to the 

  assembly of  the Local Lodge while in session. 

 No member of  the Order shall resort to any civil court to en-

force any claim, demand, right or cause of  action which the member 

may have against any Local Lodge, Grand Lodge, or the Supreme 

Lodge or against any of  their respective institutions, or against any 

RI �WKH�RIÀFHUV�DV�VXFK��XQOHVV�DQG�XQWLO�WKH�PHPEHU�VKDOO�KDYH�SXU-
sued and exhausted all remedies provided by the laws of  the Order. 

 It shall be the duty of  each member of  the Order to give  

testimony in cases to be determined by the judiciary authorities of  

the Order. Whenever such member is called upon to give testimony, 

the member may not claim exemption therefrom. If  such member 

refuses to appear when summoned or to testify when requested, the 

member’s actions shall be referred to the Orator of  the ranking unit 

to be dealt with in conformity to the laws of  the Order. 

RIGHTS OF REGULAR MEMBERS
ART. 4. The regular members may participate in discussions; make 

SURSRVDOV��YRWH�RQ�PDWWHUV�GLVFXVVHG��EH�HOHFWHG�WR�RIÀFH��UHFHLYH�
DQ\�EHQHÀWV�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�/RFDO�/RGJHV�PD\�DGRSW��DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�
rights or privileges accorded by the Local Lodge, Grand Lodge or 

Supreme Lodge.

                                   General Laws
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LIMITATIONS ON RIGHTS
$57�����7KH�QHFHVVDU\�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�IRU�HOHFWLRQ�WR�DQ\�RIÀFH�LQ�WKH�
Grand Lodge, including State Delegates and members of  elected 

&RPPLVVLRQV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH��DQG�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�
IRU�HOHFWLRQ�WR�DQ\�RIÀFH�LQ�D�/RFDO�/RGJH�XQGHU�WKH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI �
a Grand Lodge, shall be prescribed by the laws of  the Grand Lodge. 

Any salaried employee of  the Order may not hold any elected or  

DSSRLQWHG�RIÀFH��ZKHWKHU�LQ�WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�
or a Local Lodge of  the Order. 

� $Q\�GXO\�FHUWLÀHG�6WDWH�'HOHJDWH�SUHVHQW�LQ�VHVVLRQ�DW�WKH�*UDQG�
Convention of  the Grand Lodge shall be eligible to be elected a 

National Delegate and/or Alternate National Delegate; and, to be 

HOHFWHG�D�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU��LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WKDW�WKH�PHPEHU�VHUYH�RQH�
IXOO�WHUP�DV�D�6WDWH�2IÀFHU�RU�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWH��
 None of  the above limitations shall apply to Charter Members 

of  a Local Lodge or Grand Lodge, and no member who is indebted 

WR�WKH�/RFDO��*UDQG�RU�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��FDQ�KROG�RIÀFH��,I �VR�LQ-

GHEWHG��ZKLOH� DQ� RIÀFHU�� WKH�PHPEHU� VKDOO� EH� UHPRYHG� DQG� SUH-
FOXGHG�IURP�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RU�KROGLQJ�RIÀFH�XQWLO�WKH�GHEW�LV�SDLG��

ART. 6. A member may be deprived of  the right to speak by the 

SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�DW�D�PHHWLQJ�ZKHQHYHU�VXFK�PHPEHU�LV��
� �D���1RW� LQ� JRRG� VWDQGLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� SD\PHQW� RI � GXHV� DQG� 
  assessments. 

� �E���6XVSHQGHG�E\�RUGHU�RI �D�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RU�$UELWUDWLRQ 

  Commission. 

� �F���5HTXHVWHG�WR�EH�RUGHUO\�E\�WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�DQG�IDLOV�WR 

  comply with such request. 

� �G���3HUVLVWHQW� LQ� WDNLQJ� WKH� ÁRRU� ZLWKRXW� ÀUVW� REWDLQLQJ� 
� � SHUPLVVLRQ�IURP�WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU��

EXPULSION FROM A MEETING
$57�����7KH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�PD\�RUGHU�WKH�0DVWHUV�RI �&HUHPRQLHV�
to expel a member from the hall when: 

� �D��6XFK�PHPEHU�SHUVLVWV�LQ�ZDQWLQJ�WR�VSHDN�DIWHU�WKH�ÁRRU�KDV 
  been denied to the member. 

� �E�� 6XFK� PHPEHU� LV� XQGHU� WKH� LQÁXHQFH� RI � D� PLQG� DOWHULQJ� 
  substance. 

General Laws
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� �F��6XFK�PHPEHU�SURYRNHV�GLVRUGHU�GXULQJ� WKH�FRXUVH�RI � WKH 
  meeting.

SUSPENSION AND REMOVAL
$57�����$�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RU�DQ�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�PD\�
impose suspension of  rights and privileges or removal or suspen-

VLRQ�IURP�RIÀFH�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�MXGLFLDO�SURFHGXUHV�RI �WKH�
-XGLFLDO�&RGH�RI �WKH�2UGHU�XSRQ�D�PHPEHU�RU�RIÀFHU�ZKR��
� �D���)DLOV�WR�REH\�DQ�RUGHU�GXO\�JLYHQ��
� �E���,V�LQVROHQWO\�VHOI �GHPHDQLQJ�DQG�LQFLWHV�YLROHQW�GLVFXVVLRQV 
  or aggressive behavior. 

� �F���8VHV�SURIDQH�� IRXO�RU�RSSUREULRXV� ODQJXDJH� LQ� DGGUHVVLQJ� 
� � RIÀFHUV�RU�PHPEHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI �PHHWLQJV��
� �G���$WWHQGV�PHHWLQJV�ZKLOH�XQGHU�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI �PLQG�DOWHULQJ 
  substances and creates a disturbance while the meeting is in 

  progress. 

� �H���)DLOV�WR�FRQÀQH�UHPDUNV�WR�VXEMHFWV�RI �DQ�LPSHUVRQDO�QDWXUH� 
� � ZKLFK�UHÁHFW� WKH� OLIH��DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�SURJUHVV�RI � WKH�2UGHU� 
  when visiting other Local Lodges. 

� �I���)DLOV�WR�DELGH�E\�WKH�GHOLEHUDWLRQV�RI �WKH�KLJKHU�UDQNLQJ�XQLWV� 
  of  the Order. 

� �J���+DELWXDOO\� QHJOHFWV� WKH� SHUIRUPDQFH� RI � WKH� GXWLHV� RI � WKH� 
� � RIÀFHU·V�RIÀFH��
� �K���0LVXVHV�RU�DEXVHV�WKH�SRZHU�RU�SUHURJDWLYHV�RI �WKH�RIÀFHU·V 
� � RIÀFH� WR� WKH� LQMXU\� DQG� GDPDJH� RI � WKH� /RFDO� /RGJH�� DQ� 
� � RIÀFHU�RU�D�PHPEHU��
� �L���+DV�EHHQ�WZLFH�ÀQHG�EHIRUH��
� �M��� 3URYRNHV�GLVRUGHU�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI �PHHWLQJV��IHVWLYDOV� 
  and celebrations.

� �N�� ,QVXOWV� RU� VODQGHUV� RIÀFHUV� RU� PHPEHUV� DW� PHHWLQJV� RU� 
  elsewhere. 

� �O��� )DOVHO\�GHIDPHV�PHPEHUV� LQ� WKHLU� FKDUDFWHU�� UHSXWDWLRQ�RU 
  profession. 

� �P��3XEOLVKHV�DQG�GLIIXVHV�FDOXPQLHV�DQG�IDOVHKRRGV�DJDLQVW�WKH 
� � 2UGHU�� LWV� UDQNLQJ� XQLWV�� LWV� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� LWV� RIÀFHUV� RU� LWV 
  members. 

� �Q���5HIXVHV� WR� WHVWLI\�� ZKHQ� VXPPRQHG�� LQ� WKH� MXGLFLDU\� 
  proceedings of  the Order. 
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� �R���,QFLWHV� KDWUHG�� FRQWHPSW� DQG� ULGLFXOH� IRU� WKH� 2UGHU�� LWV� 
� � UDQNLQJ�XQLWV��LWV�LQVWLWXWLRQV��LWV�RIÀFHUV�RU�LWV�PHPEHUV��
� �S���,QFLWHV�DQG�SURYRNHV�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�DQG�QRQ�REVHUYDQFH�RI �WKH 
  deliberations of  the assembly of  any of  the ranking units of   

  the Order. 

� �T���5HYHDOV� RU� SXEOLVKHV� GRFXPHQWV�� UHSRUWV�� GHOLEHUDWLRQV�� 
� � PRWLRQV�DQG�RWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RI �D�FRQÀGHQWLDO�QDWXUH��WKH 
  revelation or publication of  which has been previously  

  censored by a ranking unit of  the Order. 

� �U���0LVXVHV�RU�FDXVHV�WR�EH�PLVXVHG�IXQGV�RI �DQ\�RI �WKH�UDQNLQJ 
  units of  the Order through neglect of  duty or want of   

  surveillance. 

� �V���5HIXVHV�WR�VXSSO\�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHTXHVWHG�E\ 
  higher ranking units of  the Order which are to be used in  

  judicial proceedings, in the administration of  the affairs of  

  the Order or in the course of  investigations. 

� �W���+DV�ZLOOIXOO\�DQG�PDOLFLRXVO\�PLVDSSOLHG�RU�DEXVHG�WKH�ODZV� 
  of  the Order to the injury and damage of  any ranking unit 

� � RI �WKH�2UGHU��LWV�LQVWLWXWLRQV��LWV�RIÀFHUV�RU�LWV�PHPEHUV��
� �X���&DOOV��RUJDQL]HV�RU� DWWHQGV� D�PHHWLQJ�RI �PHPEHUV� DQG�RU� 
� � RIÀFHUV�RI �RWKHU�/RFDO�/RGJHV�ZLWKRXW�SULRU�DXWKRUL]DWLRQ�RI � 
  the Grand Council for discussing matters concerning the 

  Order, its policies and stated programs.

 

EXPULSION FROM THE ORDER
ART. 9. Expulsion from the Order may be imposed upon a member  

RU� RIÀFHU�� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� WKH� -XGLFLDO� &RGH� RI � WKH� 2UGHU�� 
following a verdict against them in the following classes of  cases:

� �D���7ZR� SUHYLRXV� VXVSHQVLRQV� IURP� RIÀFH� XQGHU� WKH� -XGLFLDO 
  Code of  the Order. 

� �E���&RQYLFWLRQ�LQ�D�&RXUW�RI �5HFRUG�IRU�DQ\�FULPH�RI �YLROHQFH�� 
  felony, or crime involving moral turpitude or conviction for  

� � DQ\�RIIHQVH�UHÁHFWLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�PHPEHU�RU�RIÀFHU·V�KRQHVW\ 
  or loyalty to the United States Government. 

� �F���&RPPLWV� IUDXG� LQ�JDLQLQJ�DGPLWWDQFH� WR�PHPEHUVKLS� LQWR� 
  the Order. 

� �G���0DNHV� IDOVH� VWDWHPHQWV�RU�ZLOOIXO�PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� 
  application for membership into the Order. 

General Laws
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� �H���)DLOV�WR�GLVFORVH�IDFWV�ZKLFK�GLVTXDOLÀHG�WKH�PHPEHU�DW�WKH� 
  time of  the member’s admittance to membership,  

  particularly if  such member had been convicted for any  

  crime of  violence by any Court of  Record. 

� �I���/LEHOV��GHIDPHV�RU�VODQGHUV�WKH�2UGHU��LWV�UDQNLQJ�XQLWV��LWV 
� � LQVWLWXWLRQV��LWV�RIÀFHUV�RU�LWV�PHPEHUV��
� �J���&RPPLWV� IUDXG��PLVDSSURSULDWLRQ� RI � IXQGV�� WKHIW�� REWDLQV 
  money or other things of  value under false pretense, or other 

  crime, which act or acts are committed to the injury or  

  damage of  any of  the ranking units of  the Order, or of  their 

  institutions, or is an accessory to any of  the foregoing acts, to  

  the injury or damage of  any of  the ranking units of  the  

� � 2UGHU��RU�RI �WKHLU�LQVWLWXWLRQV��RU�RI �WKH�RIÀFHUV�RU�RI �WKH� 
  members of  the Order. 

� �K���5HIXVHV�WR�VXEPLW�WR�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�RU�FRPSO\�ZLWK 

� � WKH�SURYLVLRQV�WKHUHRI��RU�LQFLWHV�DQ\�PHPEHU�RU�RIÀFHU�QRW� 
  to comply with the laws of  the Order. 

� �L���5HIXVHV�WR�DELGH�E\�WKH�GHOLEHUDWLRQV�RU�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH 
  orders of  the ranking units of  the Order; or refuses to abide 

  by the deliberations of  the Local Lodge of  which they are a  

  member or to comply with lawful orders duly given to them  

� � E\�DQ\�RIÀFHU�RI �VXFK�/RFDO�/RGJH��RU�LQFLWHV�DQ\�RIÀFHU�RU 
  member in any such refusal. 

� �M���'HVWUR\V�� IDOVLÀHV�� DOWHUV�� VHFUHWHV�� JLYHV� DZD\� RU� DEVFRQGV 
  with any record, book of  account, minute book and  

  document of  whatsoever nature, which may be the property 

  of  any of  the ranking units of  the Order; or incites any  

� � RIÀFHU�RU�PHPEHU�LQ�WKH�SHUSHWUDWLRQ�RI �DQ\�VXFK�DFW�
� �N���)RVWHUV�� SURPRWHV�� RUJDQL]HV�� RU� WDNHV� SDUW� LQ� IRVWHULQJ�� 
  promotion or organization of  any association, corporation 

  or society whose purposes are antagonistic to those of  the 

  Order. 

� �O��� 3XEOLVKHV�RU�UHYHDOV��YHUEDOO\�RU�LQ�ZULWLQJ��WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI � 
� � DQ\� GRFXPHQWV�� FRPPXQLFDWLRQV� RU� RWKHU� FRQÀGHQWLDO� 
  information, the publication or revelation of  which was  

  previously censored or proscribed by the ranking units of  the  

  Order. 

� �P��5HIXVHV�WR�FDUU\�LQWR�HIIHFW�H[HFXWRU\�VHQWHQFHV��RUGHUV�RU� 
  decrees issued under the provisions of  the laws of  the Or- 
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  der. 

� �Q���3URIHVVHV� DQ\� GRFWULQH� ZKLFK� DGYRFDWHV� WKH� XQODZIXO� 
  overthrow of  the social order or the Government by force or 

  violence. 

� �R���3URIHVVHV�KRVWLOLW\�WR�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI �WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI  
  America and to the Constitution thereof. 

� �S���,QFLWHV��LQGXFHV�RU�HQFRXUDJHV�PHPEHUV�RU�RIÀFHUV��E\�DQ\� 
  means or any place whatsoever, to secede from the Order or  

  to bring about the dissolution of  the Order or become a  

  member of  any association, corporation or society whose 

  object is to undermine and destroy the Order either in whole 

  or in part.

DEFAULTS, CANCELLATIONS AND  
RESIGNATIONS

ART. 10. Except as otherwise provided in the laws of  the Grand 

Lodge, or in the laws of  the Local Lodge under the direct jurisdiction 

of  the Supreme Lodge, a member is in arrears when such member 

KDV�QRW�SDLG�WKH�FXUUHQW�GXHV��ÀQHV�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR�WKH�/RFDO�
Lodge, and a member is in default when in arrears with the payment 

RI �GXHV��ÀQHV�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI �
three consecutive months. 

 The consequences of  being in arrears are: loss of  sick or dis-

DELOLW\�EHQHÀWV��ORVV�RI �WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI �WKH�
ÁRRU�DQG�RI �WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH��DQG�ORVV�RI �WKH�ULJKW�WR�UXQ�IRU�RIÀFH�
RU�WR�KROG�RIÀFH��LI �DQ�RIÀFHU��
� 7KH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI �GHIDXOW�DUH��ORVV�RI �GHDWK�EHQHÀWV�DIIRUG-

ed by the Local Lodge and/or by the Grand Lodge, except as oth-

erwise provided by public law or by the rules and regulations made 

E\�WKH�SXEOLF�DXWKRULWLHV�FRQFHUQHG��DSSOLFDEOH�WR�VXFK�EHQHÀWV��
� $�PHPEHU�LQ�GHIDXOW��ZKR�E\�WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI �WKH�IRXUWK�PRQWK�
does not remove the cause of  such default, shall be stricken from 

the rolls of  membership, provided no law of  the Grand Lodge ex-

ists to the contrary. 

� :KHQHYHU�WKH�PHPEHU�LQ�GHIDXOW�LV�D�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU�RU�D�6WDWH�
2IÀFHU��WKH�PHPEHU�GRHV�QRW�IRUIHLW�WKH�RIÀFH�XQOHVV�GHFODUHG�WR�EH�
in default by the Local Lodge in conformity to this Article. Before 
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such member may be declared to be in default, written notice thereof  

by mail shall be given to the Supreme Council, or to the Grand 

Council, at least thirty days prior to the date of  such declaration of  

default. No provision of  this Article shall prevent the Local Lodge 

from declaring the member to be in default so far as it pertains to 

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RU�WKH�SULYLOHJHV�DIIRUGHG�E\�VXFK�/RFDO�
Lodge. 

 Unless otherwise provided in the laws of  the Grand Lodge or 

of  the Local Lodge, the Financial Secretary shall notify the member 

ZKR�LV�LQ�GHIDXOW�E\�PDLO�DW�OHDVW�ÀIWHHQ�GD\V�SULRU�WR�WKH�GDWH�RI �WKH�
meeting in which such defaulting member may be declared stricken 

from the roll of  the Local Lodge. 

 If  the member fails to receive the notice concerning their de-

fault, such failure shall not affect the action to have such member 

stricken from the roll; provided such notice was sent to the last 

known address of  such member.

REINSTATEMENT
ART. 11. Any application for reinstatement accompanied by prepay-

ment of  one year’s dues, may be approved, without payment of  an 

admission fee. The member, when reinstated, need not be initiated 

and will acquire all rights and privileges extended other members  

after readmission, provided said member meets all of  the require-

ments governing reinstatement as set forth by the Grand Lodge.

TRANSFER
ART. 12. Unless otherwise provided in the laws of  the Grand Lodge, 

any member in good standing may transfer from one Local Lodge 

to another Local Lodge under the jurisdiction of  a Grand Lodge 

or from one Local Lodge to another under the jurisdiction of  the 

Supreme Lodge. Members who change their residence outside the 

jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge of  which their Local Lodge is an  

DIÀOLDWH�XQLW�PD\��EXW� LQ�QR�HYHQW�VKDOO� WKH\�EH�UHTXLUHG� WR��DSSO\�
for transfer to a Local Lodge under the jurisdiction of  the Grand 

Lodge in the State of  their new residence.
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CHAPTER TWO - LOCAL LODGES
NATURE AND CHARACTER

ART. 13. The Local Lodge is the basic unit of  the Order. Local 

Lodges may be organized throughout the United States of  America 

and any other countries, whether directly by the Supreme Council in 

States where there is not a Grand Lodge or by the Grand Council. 

The Local Lodge derives its support from dues and assessments 

À[HG�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�DQG�SDLG�E\�LWV�PHPEHUV�

FORMATION
ART. 14. To form a Local Lodge it is required that a Charter be 

granted by the Supreme Council upon proper request therefrom 

and all paraphernalia and equipment must be purchased from the 

Supreme Lodge. 

ART. 15. The signatures of  all the Charter members of  the pro-

SRVHG�/RFDO�/RGJH�VKDOO�EH�QRW�IHZHU�WKDQ�WZHQW\�ÀYH������EXW�PD\�
be in such greater number as may be prescribed by the laws of  the 

Grand Lodge.

EQUIPMENT
ART. 16. The regalia of  the Local Lodges shall include: 

� �D���$�UHJDOLD�IRU�HDFK�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�&RXQFLO��
� �E���2QH�UHJDOLD�IRU�WKH�+HUDOG��
� �F���2QH�UHJDOLD�IRU�WKH�6WDWH�'HSXW\��
� �G���7KH�EDQQHU�ZLWK�WKH�HPEOHP�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �H���2QH�JDYHO�

INSTITUTION
ART. 17. Whenever a new Local Lodge is formed, its founder  

members must meet all of  the requirements which govern admis-

sion to membership in the Order. 

 When a new Local Lodge is formed, it shall be instituted at a 

meeting called for such purpose. The institution ceremony is to be 
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conducted in the manner prescribed by the Ritual, as adopted by the 

Supreme Lodge or approved by the Supreme Council. The Charter 

is to be presented to the Local Lodge, with due ritualistic formality, 

GXULQJ�WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\�E\�D�6WDWH�RU�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU�RU�
other persons to whom power has been delegated. 

 If  a Charter member of  the Local Lodge is absent during the 

institution ceremony, the charter member may be initiated in the 

course of  any of  the three successive meetings of  the assembly. If  

the Charter member fails to appear for initiation during such three  

successive meetings, then the charter member’s name shall be stricken 

from the roll. 

 When a member whose name appears in the Charter has been 

expelled from the Order, the member’s name shall be stricken from 

the Charter. The name so stricken shall be replaced by the name of  

a member chosen by the assembly of  the Local Lodge.

 

ADMISSION OF OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
$57������)UDWHUQDO�VRFLHWLHV�DQG�RWKHU�DVVRFLDWLRQV�PD\�EH�DGPLWWHG�
into the Order only with the consent and approval of  the Supreme 

Council. The Supreme Council shall encourage admission of   

fraternal societies and other associations into the Order, except in 

those situations wherein admission would be contrary to the best 

interests and welfare of  the Order. 

 Notwithstanding these provisions, no Local Lodge or Grand 

Lodge, or any agency, commission or other entity of  the Local 

/RGJH�RU�*UDQG�/RGJH��PD\�EHFRPH�DQ�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�RU�DIÀOLDWH�
member of  or join any other fraternal society or federation, whether 

it is local, civic, religious, humanitarian or patriotic in nature, unless  

LW� ÀUVW� REWDLQV� WKH� DSSURYDO� RI � WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXQFLO�� SURYLGHG�� 
however, that a Local Lodge or Grand Lodge may cooperate with 

RWKHU� DVVRFLDWLRQV� WR� SODQ�� SURJUDP� RU� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� D� VSHFLÀF� 
endeavor, e.g., Columbus Day, Italian Day, etc.

JUNIOR DIVISION
ART. 19. The Grand Lodge shall have the power to organize Youth 

or Junior Local Lodges, together with such rules and regulations as 
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are necessary to govern, the requirements for admission to junior 

PHPEHUVKLS�� WKH�GXHV�WR�EH�SDLG�� WKH�EHQHÀWV�WR�EH�UHFHLYHG�� WKH�
DFWLYLWLHV�WR�EH�SURPRWHG��PRUWXDU\�DQG�LQVXUDQFH�EHQHÀWV�SD\DEOH��
if  any, and the mode of  organization management and control of  

WKH�<RXWK�RU�-XQLRU�/RFDO�/RGJH���$UW�����UHYLVHG������������

ORGANIC STRUCTURE
ART. 20. The organic structure of  the Local Lodge shall be com-

posed of  the Council, Chairs of  appointed Committees, and Mem-

bers which shall govern the affairs of  the Local Lodge.

The Council is the administrative and controlling body of  the

Local Lodge when the assembly is not in session. The Council has 

the power to administer and control the affairs of  the Local Lodge, 

but not the power to impose new assessments. The Council shall not 

incur expenses other than those necessary for the administration of  

the regular affairs of  the Local Lodge. Unless otherwise provided by 

the laws of  the Grand Lodge, in case of  emergency, the Council, by 

a majority vote thereof, may appropriate a sum of  money, not to ex-

ceed $1,000 with which to meet expenses incidental to such

emergency; and the appropriation so made shall be reported to the

assembly at its next meeting. The Council shall neither have the power 

to change or modify the deliberations of  the assembly nor the power 

to change or modify the laws of  the Local Lodge. (Art. 20 revised 

�����������

ART. 21. Unless otherwise provided by the laws of  the Grand Lodge, 

the Local Lodge shall hold its election during the month of  February 

of  each year. At such election, the assembly is to elect:

�D��7KH�3UHVLGHQW
�E��7KH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�V�
�F��7KH�2UDWRU
�G��7KH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\
�H��7KH�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\
�I���7KH�7UHDVXUHU
�J��)LYH� WR� WHQ�7UXVWHHV��RU�DV�VHW� IRUWK� LQ� WKH� ORFDO�RU�VXERUGLQDWH�
lodges     

rules or the laws of  the Grand Lodge.  

General Laws



Revised October 2021                                                                       21  

�K��7ZR�0DVWHUV�RU�0LVWUHVVHV�RI �&HUHPRQ\
�L��7KH�*XDUG
�M��7KH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�DQG�$OWHUQDWH�&RPPLVVLRQHUV
� 7KH�&RXQFLO�LV�FRQVWLWXWHG�RI �WKH�3UHVLGHQW��WKH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�V���
the Immediate Past President, the Orator, the Recording Secretary, 

the Financial Secretary, the Treasurer, the Trustees, the two Master or 

Mistresses of  Ceremony and the Guard. The Council meets in ordi-

nary session once each month, when practical as determined by the 

local lodge, and in special session whenever the meeting is called by 

WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RU�DW�WKH�ZULWWHQ�UHTXHVW�RI �ÀYH�RI �LWV�PHPEHUV�
Unless the laws of  the Grand Lodge provide otherwise whenever a 

YDFDQF\�RFFXUV�LQ�WKH�&RXQFLO��H[FHSW�WKH�3UHVLGHQW���LW�VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�
E\�KROGLQJ�D�VSHFLDO�HOHFWLRQ�WR�ÀOO�VXFK�YDFDQF\�DW�WKH�QH[W�UHJXODU�RU�
special meeting of  the assembly.

:LWKLQ�ÀIWHHQ�GD\V�IURP�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI �RIÀFHUV��WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�
shall require that the Financial Secretary and Treasurer be placed un-

der bond in such amount as the assembly may determine, and the Lo-

cal Lodge shall pay the premium for such bond. In case the Financial 

Secretary and Treasurer are required to receive funds in behalf  of  the 

*UDQG�/RGJH�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI �PRUWXDU\�RU�LQVXUDQFH�EHQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�
by the Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge may adopt

such requirements with regard to the posting of  bond by such Fi-

nancial Secretary and Treasurer as it may determine. (Art. 21 revised 

�����������

PRESIDENT
$57������7KH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�DQG�WKH�OHDGHU�
of  the Local Lodge and as such: 

� �D���&DOOV�DQG�SUHVLGHV�RYHU�DOO�WKH�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�&RXQFLO�DQG 

  of  the assembly. 

� �E���6HHV�WKDW�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�DUH�REVHUYHG�DQG�WKH 
  deliberations of  the Council and of  the assembly are carried  

  out. 

� �F���6HHV�WKDW�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�DUH�UHVSHFWHG�DQG�REVHUYHG�� 
  and the orders of  the Supreme Lodge and of  the Grand 

  Lodge are obeyed. 

� �G���&RQWUROV�WKH�DIIDLUV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�DQG�VXSHUYLVHV�WKH� 
� � SHUIRUPDQFH�RI �GXWLHV�E\�WKH�RWKHU�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�&RXQFLO��
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� �H���6LJQV�WKH�PLQXWHV�RI �WKH�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�DVVHPEO\�DQG�DOO� 
  orders of  payment, checks, correspondence and all documents 

  which invest the responsibility of  the Local Lodge. 

� �I���8QOHVV�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�SURYLGH�RWKHUZLVH��WKH 
  President appoints all committees of  the Local Lodge, of   

� � ZKLFK�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�DQ�H[�RIÀFLR�PHPEHU��
� �J���5HIUDLQV� IURP� PDNLQJ� SURSRVDOV� DW� WKH� PHHWLQJV� RI � WKH� 
  assembly; participates in discussions only to clarify the issues 

  presented, and votes only in case of  a tie. 

� �K���$IWHU�KHDULQJ�WKH�RSLQLRQ�RI �WKH�2UDWRU��WKH�3UHVLGHQW�UXOHV 
  upon controversies involving the application of  the laws. 

  The member who disagrees with the ruling and the  

  interpretation of  the President shall appeal within 10 days to 

  the State President, in case the Local Lodge is under the  

  jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge, and to the National  

  President, in case the Local Lodge is under the direct  

  jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �L���:KHQ�GLVRUGHU�DULVHV�LQ�WKH�PHHWLQJ�RI �WKH�DVVHPEO\�RU�RI  
  the Council, the President may silence or censure the  

  member or members causing such disorder. If  such member  

  or members persist in causing disorder, the President may 

� � ÀQH��VLOHQFH�RU�H[SHO�WKH�PHPEHU�RU�PHPEHUV�IURP�WKH�KDOO� 
  or suspend the meeting. 

� �M���0D\� DSSRLQW� D�&KDSODLQ�ZKRVH�SULPDU\�GXWLHV� VKDOO� EH� WR� 
  conduct, whenever practicable, all religious exercises of  the  

  Local Lodge. The Chaplain shall also perform such other  

� � GXWLHV�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�RIÀFH��DV�VKDOO�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�RIÀFH� 
  from time to time by the President.

VICE PRESIDENT
$57������7KH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�VHFRQG�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH� 
Local Lodge. As such, the Vice President assists the President and 

takes the President’s place when the President is absent or unable to 

act. In the absence of  the President, the Vice President performs the 

duties and exercises the prerogatives of  the President to the same  

extent and with like power which the President would have, if  pres-

ent.
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IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
$57������7KH�RIÀFH�RI �,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�VKDOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�
the member who has served one complete term as President of  the 

Local Lodge immediately preceding the incumbent. If, on account 

RI �GHDWK��GLVTXDOLÀFDWLRQ��UHVLJQDWLRQ�RU�UHPRYDO��WKH�RIÀFH�RI �,P-

PHGLDWH� 3DVW� 3UHVLGHQW� EHFRPHV� YDFDQW�� WKH� RIÀFH� VKDOO� EH� ÀOOHG�
from the preceding former Presidents in the inverted order of  their 

WHQXUH�RI �RIÀFH��,Q�FDVH�WKHUH� LV�QR�SUHFHGLQJ�IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQWV��
WKH�RIÀFH�RI �WKH�,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�HOHFW-
LQJ�VXFK�RIÀFHU�IURP�DPRQJ�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�ZKR�
KDYH�VHUYHG�D�IXOO�WHUP�DV�RIÀFHUV�RI �VXFK�/RFDO�/RGJH��7KH�,P-

PHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�WHPSRUDULO\�DVVXPHV�WKH�RIÀFH�RI �3UHVLGHQW�
ZKHQHYHU�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�WKH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�V��DUH�XQDEOH�WR�DFW�
or are absent from the meeting of  the Council or of  the assembly 

and performs the duties and exercises the prerogatives of  the Presi-

dent to the same extent and with like powers as the President, if  

SUHVHQW���$UW�����UHYLVHG������������

ORATOR
ART. 25. The Orator gives opinions concerning the application and 

interpretation of  the laws of  the Order and sees that the laws of  the 

Order are observed and properly applied. In matters which relate to 

the administration of  the affairs of  the Local Lodge, the Orator is 

subordinate to the President. In matters relating to the exercise of  

Judicial Power, the Orator is subordinate to the State or National 

Orator. 

 The Orator, either on the Orator’s own initiative or upon com-

plaint being made to the Orator, shall have power to prefer written 

charges against a member who has violated the laws of  the Order.

RECORDING SECRETARY
ART. 26. The Recording Secretary is the custodian of  the archives 

and the keeper of  the seal of  the Local Lodge. The Recording  

Secretary’s duties are: 
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� �D���7R�WDNH�DQG�UHFRUG�WKH�PLQXWHV�RI �WKH�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH� 
  Council and of  the assembly, which minutes are to be at   

  the discretion of  the Local Lodge distributed to all mem-  

  bers prior to the successive meeting or read at  

  the successive meeting. 

� �E���7R�PDNH�XS�DQG�NHHS�XS�WR�GDWH�WKH�PHPEHUVKLS�UROO�RI �WKH 
  Local Lodge. 

� �F���7R� FDUH� IRU� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� DQG� ZULWH� OHWWHUV� ZKLFK� WKH� 
  Recording Secretary is directed to write by the President or  

� � RWKHU�KLJKHU�RIÀFHU�LQ�WKH�UDQNLQJ�XQLWV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �G���7R� EH� WKH� VROH� RIÀFHU� WKURXJK� ZKRP� D� PHPEHU� PD\� 
  communicate with the Grand Council. 

� �H���7R�ZULWH�DQG�VHQG�QRWLFHV�IRU�PHHWLQJV��
� �I���7R� DFW� DV� WKH� FOHUN� RI � WKH� /RFDO� /RGJH� $UELWUDWLRQ� 
  Commission when such Commission is in session, except in  

  case the Recording Secretary is an interested party. 

� �J���:LWKLQ� WHQ� GD\V� DIWHU� UHFHLSW�� WR� IRUZDUG� WR� WKH� 6WDWH� 
  Recording Secretary all appeals referred or presented to the 

  Recording Secretary by members because of  administrative 

  irregularities. The appeals when forwarded shall be  

  accompanied by a report of  the views expressed by the  

  Council. 

� �K���7R�FDUU\�RXW�DOO�RUGHUV�ZKLFK�WKH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�PD\� 
� � UHFHLYH�� LQ� PDWWHUV� SHUWDLQLQJ� WR� WKH� RIÀFH�� IURP� WKH� 
� � 3UHVLGHQW�RU�IURP�WKH�KLJKHU�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�2UGHU���
� � �$UW�����UHYLVHG������������

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
ART. 27. The Financial Secretary is the collector and accountant of  

the Local Lodge. The Financial Secretary’s duties are: 

� �D���7R� FROOHFW� GXHV� DQG� DVVHVVPHQWV�� JLYLQJ� SURSHU� UHFHLSW� 
  therefor. 

� �E���7R�ZULWH�RUGHUV�RI �SD\PHQW��DIÀ[LQJ�WKH�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\·V� 
  signature thereon, together with that of  the President. 

� �F���7R�SUHVHQW�RUGHUV�RI �SD\PHQW�WR�WKH�7UHDVXUHU��ZKR�LVVXHV� 
  checks thereon, which checks the Financial Secretary  

  presents to the parties to whom they are payable, exacting at 

  the same time money due from such parties to the Local  
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  Lodge. 

� �G���7R� PDNH� XS� DQG� NHHS� XS� WR� GDWH� ÀQDQFLDO� UHFRUGV�� 
  particularly those entrusted to the Financial Secretary by the  

� � *UDQG�/RGJH�RU�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��7KRVH�ÀQDQFLDO�UHFRUGV�DUH�� 
� � 7KH�OHGJHU��WKH�MRXUQDO�ERRN��WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDWHPHQWV��DQG 

  the orders of  payments. 

� �H���7R�QRWLI\�E\�PDLO�WKRVH�PHPEHUV�ZKR�DUH�LQ�GHIDXOW�ZLWK�WKH� 
  payment of  dues and assessments. 

� �I���7R�DQQRXQFH�PHPEHUV�LQ�GHIDXOW�ZLWK�WKH�SD\PHQW�RI �GXHV 
  and assessments to the assembly. 

� �J���7R� FRPPXQLFDWH�� DW� WKH� HQG� RI � HDFK� PHHWLQJ� RI � WKH� 
  assembly, the total collections and disbursements made on  

  the day of  the meeting. 

� �K���7R�PDNH�D�TXDUWHUO\�ÀQDQFLDO�UHSRUW��ZKLFK�UHSRUW�LV�WR�EH 
  audited and signed by no less than three trustees, a copy of  

  which is to be sent to the State Financial Secretary. 

� �L���7R�PDNH�SD\PHQW�RI �WKH�&DSLWD�7D[��FRPSXWHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV 
  of  the number of  members listed on the membership roll 

  at the end of  each quarter, which payment shall be made,  

  without the necessity of  deliberation on the part of  the  

  assembly of  the Local Lodge, not later than January 15th,  

  April 15th, July 15th, and October 15th of  each year. 

� �M���7R�FDUU\�RXW� DOO�RUGHUV�ZKLFK� WKH�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\�PD\� 
� � UHFHLYH�� LQ�PDWWHUV�DIIHFWLQJ� WKH�RIÀFH�� IURP�WKH�3UHVLGHQW� 
� � DQG�IURP�KLJKHU�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�

TREASURER
$57������7KH�7UHDVXUHU�LV�WKH�FXVWRGLDQ�RI �WKH�IXQGV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�
Lodge. The Treasurer’s duties are: 

� �D���7R�UHFHLYH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI �HDFK�PHHWLQJ�DOO�PRQH\�FROOHFWHG�E\ 
  the Financial Secretary and to issue proper receipt therefor. 

� �E���7R�UHFRUG�LQ�DQG�NHHS�XS�WR�GDWH�WKH�&DVK�%RRN�RI �WKH�/RFDO 
  Lodge, in which record the Treasurer shall register monthly  

  income and disbursements of  the Local Lodge. 

� �F���1RW�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKUHH�GD\V�DIWHU�HDFK�PHHWLQJ��WR�GHSRVLW�LQ� 
  previously designated banks the funds received by the  
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  Treasurer in accounts opened in the name of  the Local  

  Lodge. 

� �G���7R�LVVXH�DQG�VLJQ�FKHFNV�XSRQ�WKH�UHFHLSW�RI �SURSHU�RUGHU�RI  
  payment and consign them to the Financial Secretary for 

  delivery to the payee thereof. 

� �H���7R� ZLWKGUDZ� IXQGV� IURP� VDYLQJV� DFFRXQWV� RSHQHG� LQ� WKH� 
  name of  the Local Lodge; provided the withdrawal slip bears  

  the signature of  the President, of  the Financial Secretary, and 

  of  at least one Trustee, in addition to the Treasurer’s; and  

  provided further that the assembly of  the Local Lodge may 

  dispense with the signature of  the Trustee when deemed  

  advisable. 

� �I���7R�FDUU\�RXW�VXFK�RUGHUV�ZKLFK�WKH�7UHDVXUHU�PD\�UHFHLYH�� 
� � LQ�PDWWHUV� SHUWDLQLQJ� WR� WKH� RIÀFH�� IURP� WKH�3UHVLGHQW� RU 
� � IURP�WKH�KLJKHU�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�

TRUSTEES
ART. 29. The Trustees supervise the affairs of  the Local Lodge and 

are members of  the Council. Their duties are: 

� �D���7R� H[DPLQH� DQG� DXGLW� WKH� ERRNV� NHSW� E\� WKH� )LQDQFLDO� 
  Secretary and the Treasurer of  the Local Lodge. 

� �E���7R�H[DPLQH�DQG�DXGLW�WKH�TXDUWHUO\�UHSRUW�RI �WKH�)LQDQFLDO 
� � 6HFUHWDU\�� FHUWLI\LQJ� DV� WR� LWV� FRUUHFWQHVV� E\� DIÀ[LQJ� WKHLU� 
  signatures thereon; provided, however, that such report shall 

  not be valid unless it bears the signature of  no less than three  

  Trustees in addition to that of  the Financial Secretary. 

� �F���7R�SHUIRUP�VXFK�DGGLWLRQDO�GXWLHV��LQ�PDWWHUV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR 

� � WKHLU�RIÀFH��LPSRVHG�XSRQ�WKHP�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�RU 
  by the deliberations of  the assembly of  the Local Lodge.

MASTERS AND/OR MISTRESSES OF  
CEREMONIES

$57������7KH�0DVWHUV�DQG�RU�0LVWUHVVHV�RI �&HUHPRQLHV�DUH�RIÀFHUV� 
of  the Local Lodge who participate in ceremonial activities  

prescribed by the laws of  the Order during the course of  the  

meetings of  the assembly of  the Local Lodge.
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GUARD
ART. 31. The Guard is the doorkeeper of  the Local Lodge. The 

Guard’s duty is to exclude strangers from the meetings of  the  

DVVHPEO\� DQG� WR� DGPLW� WKRVH� PHPEHUV� ZKR� KDYH� LGHQWLÀHG� 
themselves by announcing their presence to the President, who, in 

turn, orders the Guard to either admit or exclude such members.

HERALD
$57������7KH�+HUDOG� LV� D� FHUHPRQLDO�RIÀFHU�RI � WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH� 
DSSRLQWHG� IRU� WKH� RFFDVLRQ� E\� WKH� SUHVLGLQJ� RIÀFHU� GXULQJ� WKH� 
meetings of  the assembly of  the Local Lodge. The duties of  the  

+HUDOG�DUH�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU��LQ�FRQIRUPLW\�WR�WKH�ODZV�
of  the Order and in due ritualistic form, on the occasion of  the  

LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH��WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI �RIÀFHUV�DQG�WKH�
initiation of  new members in the Local Lodge.

LOCAL LODGE ARBITRATION 
COMMISSION

ART. 33. The Local Lodge Arbitration Commission is the judicial  

tribunal of  the Local Lodge. The rules and regulations which  

prescribe the mode of  procedure, the jurisdiction, the powers and the 

revenue incident to the functioning of  the Local Lodge Arbitration 

Commission are set forth in the Judicial Code of  the Order. 

� 7KH�/RFDO�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�FRPSRVHG�RI �ÀYH�
����UHJXODU�PHPEHUV��NQRZQ�DV�&RPPLVVLRQHUV��DQG�ÀYH�DOWHUQDWH�
members, known as Alternate Commissioners. The Local Lodge 

Commissioners and the Local Lodge Alternate Commissioners are 

HOHFWHG�DW�WKH�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�IRU�HOHFWLQJ�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH� 
IRU�D�SHULRG�RI �RQH�����\HDU�DQG�VKDOO�VHUYH�XQWLO�WKHLU�VXFFHVVRUV�DUH�
elected and installed. Local Lodges holding biennial elections shall 

HOHFW�WKHLU�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�PHPEHUV�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI �WZR�����
years and shall serve until their successors are elected and installed. 

Whenever a vacancy occurs among the Commissioners, it shall be 

ÀOOHG� E\� WKH� $OWHUQDWH� &RPPLVVLRQHU� ZKR� UHFHLYHG� WKH� KLJKHVW� 
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number of  votes during the election of  the Alternate Commissioners.

STATE DELEGATES
ART. 34. The State Delegates are the representatives of  te Local 

Lodge who represent it at the Grand Convention of  the Grand 

Lodge. The State Delegates and their alternates are to be elected 

by the assembly of  the Local Lodge once every two years and their 

QXPEHU�VKDOO�EH�WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�À[HG�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH��
The Grand Lodge may permit the President of  the Local Lodge to 

EH�DQ�H[�RIÀFLR�PHPEHU�RI �LWV�6WDWH�'HOHJDWLRQ�

MEETINGS
ART. 35. The meetings of  the Local Lodge are to be regular or  

special. The regular meetings are to be held no less than once each 

month, when practical as determined by the Local Lodge and with 

WLPHO\�QRWLÀFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�UDQNLQJ�*UDQG�/RGJH��DQG�VKDOO�EH�FRQ-

ducted in accordance with the minimum requirements called for in 

the Ritual. The special meetings are held when called either by the 

President or by written request of  no less than one-third of  the 

members in good standing of  the Local Lodge. The business of  a 

special meeting shall be limited to the order of  the day. The Record-

ing Secretary, upon order of  the President, shall give notice of  the 

meeting, and the order of  the day by mail sent to each member of  

the Local Lodge no less than 5 days prior to such special meeting. 

 In the absence of  the President, Vice President and Immediate 

Past President, the meeting of  the assembly is to be presided over 

E\�WKH�RIÀFHU�RU�PHPEHU�FDOOHG�XSRQ�WR�SUHVLGH�E\�WKH�DVVHPEO\��
6XFK�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�VKDOO�KDYH�DOO�WKH�SRZHUV�DQG�VKDOO�H[HUFLVH�DOO�
of  the prerogatives of  the President in the course of  the meeting 

RYHU�ZKLFK�WKH�RIÀFHU�RU�PHPEHU�SUHVLGHV��
 No regular or special meeting of  the assembly of  the Local 

Lodge shall be declared open unless a quorum be present. The pres-

ence of  not less than ten members in good standing shall constitute a 

quorum. 

 Whenever proposals for the imposition of  new assessments 

or for the expenditure of  sums of  money other than for ordinary  
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purposes of  the Local Lodge are contemplated, the proposal is to 

be inserted in the notice for the meeting and such notice shall be 

sent to each member of  the Local Lodge at the last known address 

of  such member. Unless the proposal for the purposes mentioned 

is inserted in the notice, it cannot be discussed and acted upon at 

the meeting. 

 All of  the deliberations of  the assembly of  the Local Lodge 

which do not conform with the laws of  the Order are to be consid-

ered null and void.

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������PG
RECEIPTS

ART. 36. The Local Lodge derives its revenue from the following 

sources: 

� �D���$SSOLFDWLRQ�IHH�RI �DSSOLFDQW��
� �E���,QLWLDWLRQ�IHH�RI �DSSOLFDQW��
� �F���0RQWKO\�GXHV�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV�À[HG�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�/RFDO� 
  Lodge or by the laws of  the Grand Lodge, or of  the Supreme  

  Lodge. 

� �G���6SHFLDO� DVVHVVPHQWV� LPSRVHG� E\� WKH� GHOLEHUDWLRQV� RI � WKH� 
  assembly of  the Local Lodge. 

� �H���'XHV�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV�FROOHFWHG� IRU�DQG�RQ�EHKDOI �RI � WKH 
  Grand Lodge on account of  the participation of  the  

  members in the institutions established by the Grand Lodge, 

  or by the Supreme Lodge. 

� �I���7KH�ÀOLQJ�IHH�VSHFLÀHG�LQ�$UWLFOH����RI �WKH�-XGLFLDO�&RGH�RI � 
� � WKH�2UGHU��ZKLFK�LV�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�D�FRPSODLQW�ÀOHG�ZLWK�WKH 
  Local Lodge Arbitration Commission.

DISBURSEMENTS
ART. 37. The disbursements of  the Local Lodge will be the following: 

� �D���7KH�SD\PHQW�RI �WKH�&DSLWD�7D[��ZKLFK�LV�WR�EH�SDLG�TXDUWHUO\ 
  to the Grand Lodge or to the Supreme Lodge not later than 

  January 15th, April 15th, July 15th, and October 15th of  each  

  year. The Capita Tax shall be forwarded to the State Financial  

  Secretary or the National Financial Secretary by those Local  

  Lodges which are under the direct and immediate dependence 

  of  the Supreme Lodge. 
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� �E���7KH�SD\PHQW�RI �VLFN�RU�GLVDELOLW\�EHQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�E\�WKH�ODZV 
  of  the Local Lodge. 

� �F���7KH�SD\PHQW�RI �PRUWXDU\�EHQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH� 
  Local Lodge. 

� �G���7KH�SD\PHQW�RI �RUGLQDU\�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�H[SHQVHV��
� �H���7KH�SD\PHQW�RI �H[SHQVHV�RWKHU�WKDQ�IRU�RUGLQDU\�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� 
  purposes, provided such expenses have been authorized in  

  conformity with the laws of  the Order. 

� �I��� ,Q�QR�FDVH��VKDOO�WKH�IXQGV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�EH�GLVEXUVHG�DQG� 
  distributed among the members of  the Local Lodge. 

� �J���7KH�SD\PHQW�WR�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�RU�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�RI � 
  money collected for and on behalf  or either of  them.

LOANS
$57������7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH�DQG�/RFDO�/RGJH�DUH�SURKLELWHG�IURP�
making loans to members and to any person whatsoever out of  funds 

possessed by either of  them, which are incidental to their purposes.  

This prohibition shall not preclude the investment of  funds  

constituting the reserve of  the Grand Lodge whenever such  

investments are consistent with the laws of  the State. Neither shall 

this prohibition preclude the Local Lodge from investing its surplus 

funds in property for its own use; provided that the Grand Council 

has given approval for the investment of  such surplus funds. 

ART. 39. The Grand Lodge, without the prior approval of  the  

Supreme Council, and the Local Lodge, without the prior approval 

of  the Grand Council, or where the Local Lodge is under the direct 

jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge, without the prior approval of  the  

Supreme Council, are prohibited from obtaining loans from  

members and other persons for the purpose of  meeting the expens-

es incident to the administration of  their affairs in conformity to the 

laws of  the Order. For the purpose of  this Article, the word “persons” 

is meant to include banks, savings and loan associations, building 

and loan associations, mortgage companies, and other incorporated 

or unincorporated businesses authorized under their charters to 

make loans.
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DEFAULT

ART. 40. The Local Lodge shall be in default when it has failed to 

remit the Per Capita Tax to the Grand Lodge at the end of  two  

consecutive quarters of  the year. To clarify this Article, the quarter 

shall commence, as the case may be, January 1st, April 1st, July 1st, 

or October 1st, and the default shall be effective, as the case may be, 

six months after any such dates. 

 The members of  the Local Lodge in default with the payment 

of  the Per Capita Tax to the Grand Lodge, shall not suffer the loss 

RI �WKH�VLFN�RU�GLVDELOLW\�EHQHÀWV�DQG�RI �WKH�PRUWXDU\�EHQHÀWV�DI-
forded to them by the Local Lodge; but such members, to the same 

extent as the Local Lodge, shall be considered as being in default to-

ward the Grand Lodge and suffer the consequences, like the Local 

Lodge, prescribed by the laws of  the Order. Same applies to mem-

bers of  the Local Lodge under direct jurisdiction of  the Supreme 

Lodge. 

 The notices of  default shall be served upon the Local Lodge by 

the State Financial Secretary by registered mail sent to the last known  

address of  the Local Lodge or such default shall be verbally  

communicated to the Local Lodge by a representative of  the Grand 

Lodge specially designated for such purpose and present at the 

meeting of  the assembly of  the Local Lodge. Same applies to Local 

Lodges under the direct jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge.

SUSPENSION
ART. 41. The Supreme Lodge, when it concerns Local Lodges un-

der its direct and immediate dependence, and the Grand Lodge, 

when it involves a Local Lodge within its jurisdiction, through the 

Supreme Council or Grand Council, respectively, may order the Lo-

cal Lodge suspended when: 

� �D���7KH�/RFDO�/RGJH�KDV�IDLOHG��ZLWKLQ�QLQHW\�GD\V�DIWHU�QRWLFH� 
  of  such default, to pay the arrearage which induced its  

  default. 

� �E���7KH�/RFDO�/RGJH�KDV�NQRZLQJO\�YLRODWHG�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �F���7KH� /RFDO� /RGJH� KDV� WDFLWO\� DQG� SDVVLYHO\� SHUPLWWHG� LWV� 
  members, individually or collectively, to defame the Order,  
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  its institutions, and it ranking units, or has permitted its  

  members to become indifferent and insubordinate to the  

  laws of  the Order. 

� �G���7KH� /RFDO� /RGJH� KDV� WDFLWO\� DQG� SDVVLYHO\� SHUPLWWHG� LWV� 
� � PHPEHUV�� LQGLYLGXDOO\� RU� FROOHFWLYHO\�� WR� EHFRPH� DIÀOLDWHG 

  with any publication—newspaper, magazine or periodical—the  

  purpose of  which is to defame or to destructively criticize the  

  Order, its ranking units, its institutions or its members. 

� �H���7KH� /RFDO� /RGJH� KDV� WDFLWO\� DQG� SDVVLYHO\� SHUPLWWHG� LWV� 
� � PHPEHUV��LQGLYLGXDOO\�RU�FROOHFWLYHO\��WR�GLYXOJH�FRQÀGHQWLDO� 
  documents of  its assembly or to disclose to the public the 

� � SRVVHVVLRQ�RI �FRQÀGHQWLDO�GRFXPHQWV�E\�WKH�UDQNLQJ�XQLWV�RI  
  the Order. 

� �I���7KH� /RFDO� /RGJH� KDV� WDFLWO\� DQG� SDVVLYHO\� SHUPLWWHG� LWV� 
  members, individually or collectively, to send letters or  

  circulars to other Local Lodges tending to create factional 

  groups with the Order, or seeking to undermine the prestige  

  and good will of  the Order, it ranking units, its institutions,  

  or its members.

ART. 42. When under suspension because of  default, the Local 

Lodge and its members are subject to the consequences prescribed 

in Article 40, if  such Local Lodge is under the jurisdiction of  the 

Grand Lodge. 

 When under suspension because of  default, the Local Lodge and 

its members are subject to the consequences prescribed in Article  

40, if  such Local Lodge is under the direct and immediate  

dependence of  the Supreme Lodge. 

 The suspension, except as otherwise provided by the laws of  the 

Order, determines and suspends the rights of  the Local Lodge and 

of  its members even though such members are otherwise in good 

VWDQGLQJ��H[FHSW�LQ�FDVHV�SURYLGHG�E\�$UWLFOHV����DQG����RI �WKHVH�
laws. 

 When requested, the suspended Local Lodge must surrender the 

Charter, the paraphernalia, and such funds in its possession which it 

has collected for and on behalf  of  the Supreme Lodge or the Grand 

Lodge and of  which funds the Supreme or Grand Council, as the  

case may be, shall be the custodian and administrator. The  

suspended Local Lodge retains title to all real and personal  
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property acquired by it with funds other than those belonging to the 

Supreme Lodge or Grand Lodge, and such property shall be held 

in trust by the Local Lodge or by a Trustee designated by it for the 

EHQHÀW�RI �WKH�PHPEHUV�WKHUHRI��
� $Q\� RIÀFHU� RU� PHPEHU� RI � WKH� /RFDO� /RGJH� ZKR� UHIXVHV� WR� 
surrender the Charter, paraphernalia, and the funds belonging to 

the Supreme Lodge or to the Grand Lodge upon request of  a duly 

designated representative of  the Supreme Council or of  the Grand 

Council, shall be expelled from the Order by order of  the Supreme 

Council or of  the Grand Council as the case may be. Such expelled  

RIÀFHU� RU� PHPEHU� VKDOO� EH� SUHFOXGHG� IURP� UH�DGPLVVLRQ� WR� 
membership in the Order. 

$57������:KHQ�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�UHFWLÀHV� LWV�GHIDXOW�E\�SD\LQJ�DOO� 
arrearage within ninety days from the date of  the order of   

suspension, it shall automatically be restored to all of  its rights 

and prerogatives. The restoration of  the Local Lodge immediately  

restores its members to good standing. 

 If  the Local Lodge is suspended for failure to observe and  

comply with disciplinary measures imposed upon it, it shall be  

restored to all of  its rights and prerogatives upon removal of  the 

cause of  suspension, provided the Supreme Council or the Grand 

Council ordering the suspension gives its written approval thereto. 

 The suspended Local Lodge, in removing the cause of   

suspension, is to be assisted by a duly designated representative of  

the Supreme Lodge or of  the Grand Lodge.

DISSOLUTION
ART. 44. The Local Lodge which has failed to remove the cause of  

suspension in the manner provided by Article 43 shall be ordered 

dissolved provided nothing to the contrary is provided by public law  

or by the rules and regulations of  the supervisory public  

authorities governing the Grand Lodge having jurisdiction over the 

Local Lodge concerned. 

 In case a Local Lodge attempts to secede or withdraw from the 

Order, the secession or withdrawal shall be ineffectual so long as 

no less than three members of  the Local Lodge remain loyal to the  

Order and oppose such secession or withdrawal, and the Local 
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Lodge remains a part of  the Order for all purposes. The property, 

funds, and paraphernalia shall be and remain the property of  the  

Local Lodge, and all of  the members who attempted to have the  

Local Lodge secede or withdraw from the Order shall forfeit and 

lose all right, title and interest in and to the property, funds and  

paraphernalia belonging to such Local Lodge; provided noth-

ing to the contrary is provided by public law or by the rules and  

regulations of  the supervisory public authorities governing the 

Grand Lodge having jurisdiction of  the Local Lodge concerned. 

 The order of  dissolution of  a Local Lodge shall be issued by 

the Supreme Council on its own initiative when it concerns a Local 

Lodge under its direct and immediate dependence, or by the Grand  

Council, on its own initiative, when it concerns a Local Lodge  

under its jurisdiction. 

 When the membership of  a Local Lodge decreases to less than 

WKH�QXPEHU�À[HG�E\�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�RU��ZKHUH�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�LV� 
under the direct jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge, the membership 

GHFUHDVHV�WR�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�QXPEHU�À[HG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��LW�
may be ordered dissolved, unless within six months from the date 

of  such decrease, it shall enroll new members which will raise the 

membership of  such Local Lodge above the minimum number  

required. While the membership remains below the minimum  

ÀJXUHV�� WKH� /RFDO� /RGJH� ORVHV� LWV� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� WR� WKH� *UDQG� 
Convention. 

 All the property of  the dissolved Local Lodge, namely: The 

Charter, paraphernalia, and funds in its possession, including real 

and personal property, except for funds due the Supreme Lodge or 

the Grand Lodge, shall be taken into custody and administered by 

the Supreme Council or by the Grand Council, as the case may be. 

In case the dissolved Local Lodge is reorganized, then the Charter, 

paraphernalia, funds and property taken into custody, less expenses 

of  administration, shall be returned to the reorganized Local Lodge. 

In the event the dissolved Local Lodge is not reorganized within six  

months from the date of  the order of  dissolution, but at the  

expiration of  such period a substantial group of  its members, in good 

standing at the time the cause of  dissolution arose, become members 

of  another Local Lodge, the Supreme Council or the Grand Council 

shall turn over to such other Local Lodge all the property and funds,  

less expenses of  administration. In all other cases, the Grand or  
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Supreme Lodge will dispose of  the property and funds in question 

for the best interests of  the Order. At no time may a Grand or  

Supreme Council appropriate for the Grand or Supreme Lodge,  

property or funds of  a Local Lodge — except as provided in these laws. 

 The members of  the Local Lodge, dissolved by reason of  de-

fault or by reason of  having failed to increase its membership above 

the required minimum, shall be considered as though they had re-

signed from membership in the dissolved Local Lodge; but such 

members, if  members in good standing of  another Local Lodge, 

shall not lose any of  their rights and privileges as members of  such 

other Local Lodge. 

 The members of  the Local Lodge, dissolved for reasons of   

discipline or for failure to rectify the cause of  suspension, if   

implicated in the violation causing such dissolution, shall be  

considered as expelled from the Order and their names stricken 

 from the roll of  the Local Lodge. The members of  the dissolved  

Local Lodge, not implicated in the violation causing such  

dissolution, may join a Local Lodge of  their own choice or join a  

Local Lodge designated by the Supreme Lodge or by the Grand 

/RGJH�� SURYLGHG� WKDW�� LQ� VXFK� LQVWDQFH�� D� 7UDQVIHU� &DUG� EH� ÀUVW� 
obtained in conformity to the laws of  the Order.

REINSTATEMENT
ART. 45. The Supreme Council or Grand Council may reorganize 

a dissolved Local Lodge by conforming with the requirements for 

formation of  a new Local Lodge.

MERGER
ART. 46. The merger of  two or more Local Lodges may be effected 

through the consent and under the direction of  the Executive  

Committee of  the Supreme Council, where the Local Lodges  

concerned are under the direct and immediate dependence of  the 

Supreme Lodge, or through the consent and under the direction of  

the Grand Council, if  the Local Lodges concerned are under the 

jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge. 

 In case of  merger, the Supreme Council or the Grand Council 
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shall designate a representative of  the Supreme Lodge or of  the 

Grand Lodge to supervise the merger of  the Local Lodges. It shall  

be the duty of  the representative, designated by virtue of  this  

Article, to see that a proper merger agreement is entered into be-

tween the Local Lodges concerned, and that the respective proper-

ties and funds are pooled together and proper instruments of  con-

veyance are executed and delivered. After this, the representative 

ZLOO�SURFHHG�WR�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�DQG�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI �WKH�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�
Council. Following the installation, the representative shall present 

the new Charter to the merged Local Lodge, which Charter will 

bear the name chosen and the number of  the oldest Local Lodge 

included in the merger. 

 The merged Local Lodge shall assume and be responsible for 

the obligations of  the merging Local Lodges. Merger of  Local 

Lodges may be decreed by the Grand or Supreme Council in cases 

where it is deemed necessary for the good of  the Order. 

 The Grand Council, for Local Lodges under the jurisdiction of  

the Grand Lodge, or the Supreme Council, for Local Lodges under 

the direct jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge, may order and direct 

the merger of  any Local Lodge when the membership falls below 

the minimum numbers as described in Article 44.
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CHAPTER THREE - GRAND LODGE

REQUISITES AND FORMATION
ART. 47. The Grand Lodge may be organized within a State where 

OHVV� WKDQ�ÀYH�/RFDO�/RGJHV� H[LVW� DQG� WKH� FRPELQHG�PHPEHUVKLS�
WKHUHRI �H[FHHGV�����PHPEHUV��6HH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�$UWLFOH�9,���
 The Grand Lodge which permits its membership to decrease to 

less than 400 members, shall, if  within two years after the date of   

notice it does not restore its membership above the required  

minimum, be dissolved. Upon the order of  dissolution being issued 

by the Supreme Council, the Local Lodges under the jurisdiction of  

the dissolved Grand Lodge shall immediately pass and be under the 

direct and immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge, unless the 

Supreme Council, in its discretion, may otherwise determine. 

 To institute the Grand Lodge, it shall be necessary: 

� �D���7R� PDNH� DQ� DSSOLFDWLRQ� IRU� D� &KDUWHU� WR� WKH� 6XSUHPH� 
  Council. This application shall be approved by each Local 

  Lodge existing within the proposed territorial limits of  the  

  Grand Lodge and be signed by the President of  each Local  

  Lodge. The application should be accompanied by a r 

� � HPLWWDQFH�RI �RQH�KXQGUHG��������GROODUV��SOXV�FRVWV�RI �WKH� 
  necessary papers and insignias. 

� �E���7R�KDYH�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �F���7R�VHFXUH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�HTXLSPHQW�LQFOXGLQJ��
  1.  One standard bearing the emblem of  the Order and the  

   name of  the Grand Lodge. 

� � ���� 5HJDOLD�IRU�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�DQG�D�6SHFLDO�1DWLRQDO�'HSXW\��
  3.  One seal. 

� �G���7R�HOHFW�6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV�E\�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJHV�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI � 
� � RQH� IRU� HYHU\� ÀIW\� PHPEHUV�� RU� RQ� VXFK� RWKHU� EDVLV� DV� 
  approved by each Grand Lodge. 

� �H���7R� FRQYHQH� WKH� 6WDWH� 'HOHJDWHV� E\� *UDQG� &RQYHQWLRQ� 
  which shall be held under the presidency of  a Special  

  National Deputy. This convention shall elect the Grand  

� � &RXQFLO�� ZKRVH� PHPEHUV� VKDOO� KROG� RIÀFH� XQWLO� WKH� QH[W� 
  biennial Grand Convention and until their successors are  

  duly elected. In addition, the Grand Convention may  
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transact such other business as may be deemed necessary to the 

proper formation of  the Grand Lodge.

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������PG

COMPONENTS
$57�� ���� 7KH� &RPSRQHQWV� WKURXJK� ZKLFK� WKH� *UDQG� /RGJH� 
functions, when not in Convention assembled are: 

� �D���7KH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO��
� �E���7KH�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO��
� �F���7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��
� �G���7KH�&RPPLVVLRQV��&RPPLWWHHV��RU�%RDUGV�IRU� WKH�YDULRXV 
  institutions of  the Grand Lodge, prescribed in its laws.

GRAND COUNCIL
ART. 49. The Grand Council is the executive body of  the Grand 

Lodge and it exercises the executive powers of  the Grand Lodge 

when the Grand Lodge is not in convention assembled. The Grand 

Council has the power to issue orders and decrees in case of  necessity 

in matters not otherwise provided for under the laws of  the Order; 

provided no order or decree shall impose new dues or assessments; 

and provided further that it shall not annul any law of  the Order 

imposing such dues or assessments. 

 The orders or decrees of  the Grand Council go into effect  

immediately upon adoption. All such orders or decrees adopted by 

the Grand Council during the interval between Grand Conventions 

VKDOO�EH�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�QH[W�*UDQG�&RQYHQWLRQ�IRU�UDWLÀFDWLRQ�E\�
the Grand Lodge. The failure to so ratify these orders or decrees 

shall not nullify their effect retroactively, but such action will put an 

end to the orders or decrees as of  that date. 

 The Grand Council shall be elected at the biennial Grand  

&RQYHQWLRQ�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�DQG�LWV�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH�LV�WZR�\HDUV�
DQG�XQWLO�WKHLU�VXFFHVVRUV�DUH�GXO\�HOHFWHG�DQG�TXDOLÀHG��
� 2QO\�GXO\�HOHFWHG�6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV��6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��DQG�3UHVLGHQWV�
of  Grand Lodge Commissions, who have indicated their availability, 

may be elected or re-elected to the Grand Council. 

 The Grand Council shall meet in regular session at such intervals  
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as the laws of  the Grand Lodge require. It may meet in special ses-

sion whenever the meeting is called by the State President or called 

DW�WKH�ZULWWHQ�UHTXHVW�RI �ÀYH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��,Q�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�WKH�
6SHFLDO�6HVVLRQ�LV�FDOOHG�DW�WKH�ZULWWHQ�UHTXHVW�RI �ÀYH�����6WDWH�2I-
ÀFHUV��WKH\�VKDOO�VLJQ�WKHLU�QDPHV�WR�WKH�QRWLFH�DQG�VHW�IRUWK�ZLWK�
VSHFLÀFLW\� WKH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKH� 6SHFLDO� 6HVVLRQ� DQG� WKDW� WKH� 6WDWH�
President refused to either call a Special or Regular meeting of  the 

Grand Council. 

�$UW�����UHYLVHG�������������FF

GRAND COUNCIL POWERS AND  
PREROGATIVES

ART. 50. The Grand Council has the power and prerogative: 

� �D���7R�EH�WKH�VROH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH��
� �E���7R�HQIRUFH�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�DQG�WKH�GHOLEHUDWLRQV�DQG� 
  orders of  the Supreme Council. 

� �F���7R�DGPLQLVWHU�WKH�IXQGV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�LQ�FRQIRUPLW\ 
  to the laws of  the Order. 

� �G���7R�VXSHUYLVH�/RFDO�/RGJHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WHUULWRULDO�MXULVGLFWLRQ� 
  of  the Grand Lodge in conformity to the laws of  the Order. 

� �H���7R�DSSURYH�RU�GLVDSSURYH�ODZV�DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH��
� �I���7R�DVVXPH�WKH�FXVWRG\�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�DIIDLUV�RI � 
  the Local Lodges when required by the laws of  the Order. 

� �J���7R�RUGHU�WKH�VXVSHQVLRQ�RI �D�/RFDO�/RGJH�ZKHQ�QHFHVVDU\�WR 

  enforce the laws of  the Order. 

� �K���7R�SURSRVH�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�WKDW�D�/RFDO�/RGJH�EH 
  ordered dissolved when proper cause for dissolution exists. 

� �L���8SRQ�UHFHLSW�RI �D�FRPSODLQW�WKURXJK�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�5H� �
 cording Secretary to the Grand Lodge Orator, the Grand   

� /RGJH��2UDWRU�VKRXOG�PDNH�D�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�LI �VXIÀFLHQW�FDXVH���
� H[LVWV�WR�UHFRPPHQG�WKDW�D�0HPEHU�RU�2IÀFHU�RI �DQ\�UDQNLQJ���
� XQLW��RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH��VKRXOG�EH�VXVSHQGHG���$Q\�VXFK�VXV��
 -pension must be pursuant to 2/3 vote of  the Grand Council   

 after a full and fair hearing on the merits of  the claims made   

� DJDLQVW�VXFK�0HPEHU�RU�2IÀFHU���6XFK�KHDULQJ�PXVW�WDNH�SODFH��
 within 30 days of  the alleged misconduct and the Member or     

������2IÀFHU�PXVW�EH�JLYHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�DQG�� �

                                   General Laws



40                                        Revised October 2021

      be heard. Clear and convincing evidence must be presented   

 which establishes the following elements: 

� � ����WKH�0HPEHU�RU�2IÀFHU�KDV�DFWHG�RU�PD\�DFW�LQ�D�ZD\�� �
  which endangers the health, safety, or welfare of  another   

� � 0HPEHU��2IÀFHU�RU�WKH�2UGHU��
� � ����WKH�DFWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�SUHYHQW�LUUHSDUDEOH�KDUP��DQG�
� � ����WKH�DFWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PDLQWDLQ�VWDWXV�TXR��SUHVHUY� �
  ing the status of  the parties which existed immediately   

  prior to the allegedly wrongful conduct.  

 Such suspension shall be entered into with the understanding it  

 is pending a full investigation and ultimate arbitration hearing.    

 The suspension shall not last more than 90 days and no   

 successive suspensions are permitted for the issues presented   

 in the original hearing.

� �M���7R�SUHIHU�FKDUJHV�DJDLQVW�WKH�&RXQFLO�� WKH�RIÀFHU��DQG�WKH� 
  members to the Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission, if   

  involved in the violation of  the laws of  the Order. 

� �N���7R�GHWHUPLQH��XSRQ�UHSRUW�RI �WKH�6WDWH�2UDWRU��FRQWURYHUVLHV� 
  of  an administrative nature involving the Local Lodge. 

� �O���7R�DSSRLQW�6WDWH�'HSXWLHV��DQG�'LVWULFW�6WDWH�'HSXWLHV�XSRQ 

  recommendation of  the State President and to rescind such  

� � DSSRLQWPHQW�ZKHQ�MXVWLÀDEOH�UHDVRQV�H[LVW��
� �P��7R�À[� VDODULHV� IRU� WKH�6WDWH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�� WKH�6WDWH� 
  Financial Secretary, the State Treasurer and to establish an 

  honorarium to be assigned to the State President, to the State  

  Orator, and to the members of  commissions or of  boards 

  and the salaries of  all other employees of  the Grand Lodge,  

  unless otherwise provided in the laws of  the Grand Lodge. 

� �Q���7R�KLUH�DQG�GLVFKDUJH�HPSOR\HHV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�RU�RI � 
� � LWV� LQVWLWXWLRQV� DQG� WR� À[� WKHLU� ZDJHV� DQG� FRQGLWLRQV� RI � 
  employment. 

� �R���7R� VXSHUYLVH�DQG�FRQWURO� FRPPLVVLRQV�DQG�ERDUGV�RI � WKH� 
  Grand Lodge, unless otherwise provided by the laws of  the  

  Grand Lodge. 

� �S���7R�VXSHUYLVH��DQG�FRQWURO�WKH�0RUWXDU\�)XQG�DQG�RU�VXFK�
� � %HQHÀW�,QVXUDQFH�6\VWHP�DV�LW�PD\�EH�DXWKRUL]HG�WR�HVWDEOLVK 

  under the public laws of  the territory wherein it is located. 

� �T���7KH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�FDOO�EHIRUH�LW�DQ\� 
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� � PHPEHU�DQG�RU�RIÀFHU�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI �H[DPLQLQJ�VXFK� 
� � PHPEHU� DQG�RU� RIÀFHU� ZLWK� UHVSHFW� WR� DQ\� DFWLYLW\� 
  prejudicial to the Order. The refusal to appear may be  

� � VXIÀFLHQW�FDXVH�IRU�GLVFLSOLQDU\�PHDVXUHV�XQGHU�WKH�-XGLFLDO� 
  Code of  the Order. 

� �U���:KHQ�OHVV�WKDQ�ÀYH�YDFDQFLHV�RFFXU�DPRQJ�WKH�FRQVWLWXHQW� 
� � PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO��WKH�YDFDQFLHV�VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG� 
  in the following manner or order: 

� � ���� 7KDW�RI �WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�ZLOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�9LFH� 
   President. 

� � ���� 7KDW�RI �WKH�6WDWH�,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�ZLOO�EH�ÀOOHG 

   from among the Past State Presidents in the inverse order  

� � � RI �WKHLU�WHQXUH�RI �WKH�RIÀFH�RI �6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW��
� � ���� 7KRVH� RI � WKH� RWKHU� 6WDWH� 2IÀFHUV� ZLOO� EH� ÀOOHG� E\� 
� � � GHVLJQDWLRQ�RI � WHPSRUDU\�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�E\� WKH�*UDQG� 
   Council from its members or by appointing duly elected 

� � � 6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV��WR�ÀOO�VXFK�YDFDQFLHV��
� �V���:KHQ�WKH�YDFDQFLHV�LQ�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�H[FHHG�ÀYH��WKH� 
� � UHPDLQLQJ�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�VKDOO�FDOO�D� 
  special Grand Convention to elect the necessary State  

� � 2IÀFHUV�WR�ÀOO�VXFK�YDFDQFLHV��SURYLGHG�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�\HDU� 
  has to elapse before the next convention. But if  the next  

  Grand Convention is to be held in less than one year from  

  the occurrence of  such vacancies, the remaining State  

� � 2IÀFHUV� RI � WKH� *UDQG� &RXQFLO� PD\� VXEPLW� D� OLVW� RI � 
  candidates, selected from the duly elected State Delegates 

  having the right to vote, to the State Delegates for  

� � UHIHUHQGXP�YRWH�WR�HOHFW�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�WR�ÀOO�VXFK�YDFDQFLHV 
  provided that the list submitted contains no less than two  

� � FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�HDFK�RIÀFH�WR�EH�ÀOOHG��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH 
  votes cast, within the time appointed by the Grand Council,  

� � VKDOO�EH�VXIÀFLHQW�IRU�HOHFWLRQ��
� �W���:KHQ�YDFDQFLHV�RFFXU�DPRQJ� WKH�HOHFWHG�FRPPLVVLRQV�RU� 
  boards of  the institutions of  the Grand Lodge, the Grand  

� � &RXQFLO�VKDOO�ÀOO�WKHP�IURP�DPRQJ�WKH�6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV�RI  
  the Grand Lodge. 

� �X���7KH� *UDQG� &RXQFLO� KDV� SRZHU� WR� DQQXO� RU� PRGLI\� WKH� 
  deliberations of  the Local Lodge when such deliberations are 

� � LQ�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
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� �Y���7KH� *UDQG� &RXQFLO� PD\� SHUIRUP� VXFK� RWKHU� GXWLHV� DQG� 
  exercise such other prerogatives for the betterment and the  

  development of  the Grand Lodge which it may deem  

  necessary and advisable; provided such duties and  

  prerogatives are within the scope of  the Grand Lodge and  

  not in contravention of  the laws of  the Order; and provided  

  further that such duties and prerogatives do not extend  

  beyond the territorial jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge,  

  unless such extension is specially authorized by the Supreme  

  Council. 

� �Z��:KHQ�GHHPHG�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�DGYLVDEOH��WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO� 
  may change the place and the date of  the Grand Convention.

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������

PREROGATIVES OF STATE OFFICERS
$57������7KH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV� DUH� D� FRQVWLWXHQW�SDUW�RI � WKH�*UDQG�
Lodge and, as such, they are no longer obligated to perform duties 

imposed upon them by the Local Lodge of  which they are mem-

bers, except to pay dues and assessments imposed upon them by the 

laws of  the Order. In case the Local Lodge of  which the State Of-

ÀFHU�LV�D�PHPEHU�EHFRPHV�VXVSHQGHG�RU�LV�RUGHUHG�GLVVROYHG��WKH�
VXVSHQVLRQ�RU�GLVVROXWLRQ�VKDOO�QRW�UHÁHFW�XSRQ�VXFK�6WDWH�2IÀFHU�
QRU�GHSULYH�WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHU�RI �WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�SUHURJDWLYHV�LQKHUHQW�
WR�WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHU·V�RIÀFH�

STATE PRESIDENT
$57������7KH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�
*UDQG�/RGJH��XSRQ�ZKRP�WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�GHSHQG�IRU�OHDGHUVKLS�
DQG�GLUHFWLRQ��7KH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW� LV� WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�RI � WKH� 
Grand Council and the representative of  the Grand Lodge.  

Moreover, the State President presides while the Grand Convention 

is in session and is the moderator thereof. The State President is 

vested with the power: 

� �D���7R� DSSRLQW� FRPPLWWHHV� DQG� FRPPLVVLRQV� RI � WKH� *UDQG� 
  Lodge, not otherwise provided for by the laws of  the Order,  

  of  which committees and commissions the State President is  
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� � DQ�H[�RIÀFLR�PHPEHU��
� �E���7R� VLJQ� RUGHUV� RI � SD\PHQW�� FKHFNV�� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�� 
  minutes, and documents which invest the responsibility of   

  the Grand Lodge. 

� �F���7R�JLYH�UXOLQJV�DQG�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI �WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU 
  after hearing the opinion of  the State Orator; provided the  

  member affected may appeal to the Supreme Council within 

  ten days of  the rendition of  such ruling or interpretation. 

� �G���7R� DSSRLQW� 0DVWHUV� RI � &HUHPRQ\� DQG� 6HUJHDQW�DW�$UPV 
  upon the opening of  the Grand Convention. 

� �H���7R� DSSRLQW� WKH� +HUDOG� WR� FRQGXFW� WKH� FHUHPRQ\� RI � 
� � LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI �WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�IROORZLQJ�WKHLU�HOHFWLRQ�E\ 
  the Grand Convention. 

� �I���7R�JLYH�D�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�*UDQG�&RQYHQWLRQ�HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH� 
  moral aspect of  the activities of  the Grand Lodge during the  

  preceding biennium, giving the State President’s views and  

  recommendations for the future betterment and  

  development of  the Order within the jurisdiction of  the  

  Grand Lodge. 

� �J���7R�EH�DQ�H[�RIÀFLR�PHPEHU�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �K���7R�DSSRLQW�D�6WDWH�&KDSODLQ��ZLWK�WKH�DSSURYDO�RI �WKH�*UDQG 

  Council, whose primary duty shall be to conduct, whenever  

  practicable, all religious exercises of  the Grand Lodge. The 

  State Chaplain shall also perform such other duties relating 

� � WR�WKH�RIÀFH��DV�VKDOO�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�IURP�WLPH�WR� 
  time by the State President. The State Chaplain shall be  

  selected from among the members but the State Chaplain  

� � VKDOO�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�

STATE VICE PRESIDENTS
ART. 53. The State Vice Presidents are the equal second ranking 

RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO��,Q�FDVH�WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�DEVHQW�
or unable to act during the sessions of  the Grand Council or of  

the Grand Convention, the State First Vice President assumes the  

RIÀFH�RI �6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�DFWV�LQ�WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW·V�VWHDG��ZLWK�
like powers and prerogatives. The number of  State Vice Presidents 

on each Grand Council shall be stated in the bylaws of  each Grand 

Lodge, as approved by the Supreme Council.
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STATE IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
 

ART. 54. The State Immediate Past President is the third ranking  

RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO��,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI �WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW� 
and State Vice President, the State Immediate Past President  

DVVXPHV�WKH�RIÀFH�RI �6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�DFWV�LQ�WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW·V� 
VWHDG�� ZLWK� OLNH� SRZHUV� DQG� SUHURJDWLYHV�� 7KH� RIÀFH� RI � 6WDWH� 
Immediate Past President shall be given to the member who has 

served one complete term as State President of  the Grand Lodge  

immediately preceding the incumbent. If  due to death,  

GLVTXDOLÀFDWLRQ�� UHVLJQDWLRQ�RU� UHPRYDO� IURP�RIÀFH�� WKH�RIÀFH�RI �
6WDWH�,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�EHFRPHV�YDFDQW��WKH�RIÀFH�VKDOO�EH�
ÀOOHG� IURP� WKH�SUHFHGLQJ� IRUPHU� 6WDWH�3UHVLGHQWV� LQ� WKH� LQYHUWHG�
RUGHU�RI �WKHLU�WHQXUH�RI �RIÀFH�

STATE ORATOR
$57�� ���� 7KH� 6WDWH� 2UDWRU� LV� WKH� IRXUWK� UDQNLQJ� RIÀFHU� RI � WKH� 
Grand Council. Whenever requested by the State President, the  

State  Orator gives opinions on the interpretation of  the laws of  the  

Order. The State Orator is also charged with the duty of  enforcing  

the judiciary laws of  the Order. The State Orator’s special duties  

are: 

� �D���7R�SUHIHU�FKDUJHV�DJDLQVW�PHPEHUV�RU�RIÀFHUV�ZKR�YLRODWH�WKH� 
  laws of  the Order. In preferring charges the State Orator acts 

  under the direction of  the State President, of  the Grand 

  Council, or on the State Orator’s own initiative. 

� �E���7R�SURVHFXWH�PHPEHUV�RU�RIÀFHUV�EHIRUH�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH� 
  Arbitration Commission. 

� �F���7R�DFFHSW��SURVHFXWH�RU�UHMHFW�FRPSODLQWV�IRUZDUGHG�WR�WKH 
  State Orator for appropriate action or to transmit such  

  complaints to the proper authorities in the ranking units of  

  the Order; provided there is reasonable cause for the State  

  Orator to accept, prosecute or reject such complaints and 

  the State Orator’s act, relating thereto, conforms to the laws  

  of  the Order. 
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� �G���7R� JLYH� DQ� RSLQLRQ�RQ� WKH� OHJDOLW\� RI � DOO� FRQWURYHUVLHV� RU� 
  complaints of  an administrative nature submitted to the  

  Grand Council for determination. In respect to these things,  

  the State Orator acts as relator. 

� �H���7R� JLYH� D� UHSRUW� WR� WKH� *UDQG� &RQYHQWLRQ� RI � WKH� 6WDWH� 
  Orator’s acts and doings relative to the judiciary activities of   

� � WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�GXULQJ�WKH�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH�VHUYHG�

STATE RECORDING SECRETARY
ART. 56. The State Recording Secretary is the custodian of  the  

archives of  the Grand Lodge and is the keeper of  its seal. The State 

Recording Secretary’s duties are: 

� �D���7R�WDNH�WKH�PLQXWHV�RI �WKH�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO 
  and of  the Grand Lodge and to extend such minutes into the 

  record following their approval. 

� �E���7R�FDUH�IRU�WKH�RIÀFLDO�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH� 
  relating to matters of  ordinary administration and to submit 

  all correspondence which involves special matters and  

  requires special attention to the State President. 

� �F���7R�FDUU\�RXW�RUGHUV�DQG�GLUHFWLRQV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�6WDWH�5HFRUGLQJ� 
  Secretary by the State President in all matters relating to the  

� � RIÀFH��
� �G���7R�WUDQVPLW�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\��ZLWKLQ�WHQ� 
  days following receipt, complaints involving administrative 

  defects. In forwarding such complaints to the National  

  Recording Secretary, the State Recording Secretary shall  

  accompany them with comments made regarding them by 

  the Grand Council. In addition, the written decision of  the  

  Grand Council is to be included with such complaints when 

  sent to the Supreme Council for review. 

� �H���7R� DFW� DV� WKH� VROH� LQWHUPHGLDU\� WKURXJK�ZKRP� WKH� /RFDO� 
� � /RGJHV�� WKHLU�RIÀFHUV��DQG�WKHLU�PHPEHUV�PD\�FRUUHVSRQG� 
  with the Supreme Council or with the Executive Committee  

  of  the Supreme Council or any member thereof; provided,  

� � KRZHYHU�� WKDW� VXFK� /RFDO� /RGJHV�� RIÀFHUV�� DQG�PHPEHUV� 
  shall not be precluded from corresponding with the Supreme 

  Council, or with the Executive Committee of  the Supreme  

  Council, or any member thereof, through the State President. 
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� �I���7R�PDLQWDLQ�DQG�NHHS�XS�WR�GDWH�WKH�UROO�RI �WKH�PHPEHUV� 
  of  the Local Lodges under the jurisdiction of  the Grand 

  Lodge. In addition, the State Recording Secretary shall  

  maintain and keep up to date the roll of  the Local Lodges  

  within the jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge. 

� �J���7R� DFW� DV� WKH� &OHUN� RI � WKH� *UDQG� /RGJH� $UELWUDWLRQ� 
  Commission when such commission is in session, except in  

  case the State Recording Secretary is an interested party. 

� �K���7R�PDLQWDLQ�HIÀFLHQF\�DQG�GLVSDWFK�LQ�WKH�KDQGOLQJ�RI �WKH 
� � DIIDLUV�RI �WKH�RIÀFH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI �PHWKRGV�DQG 

� � V\VWHPV�FRQGXFLYH�WR�VXFK�HIÀFLHQF\�DQG�GLVSDWFK��
� �L���7R�SHUIRUP�VXFK�RWKHU�GXWLHV�DV�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�RU�WKH�6WDWH� 
� � 3UHVLGHQW�PD\� LPSRVH�XSRQ�WKH�RIÀFH�FRQFHUQLQJ�PDWWHUV� 
� � SHUWDLQLQJ� WR� WKH�RIÀFH��SDUWLFXODUO\� WR� LQLWLDWH�PRYHPHQWV 
  and activities conducive to the greater progress and  

  expansion of  the Order. 

� �M���7R�JLYH�D�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�*UDQG�&RQYHQWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI �D 
  statistical account of  the activities of  the Grand Lodge, with 

  particular emphasis upon membership drives and the  

  numerical strength of  the Local Lodges under the  

  jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge. 

� �N���7R�SHUIRUP�VXFK�RWKHU�GXWLHV�DV�PD\�EH�LPSRVHG�XSRQ�WKH� 
� � RIÀFH�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �O���7R�FHUWLI\�LQ�ZULWLQJ��XQGHU�RDWK��WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ� 
  Secretary, the number of  members in each class, as it appears  

  on the records of  the Grand Lodge within 15 days after the  

  close of  each quarter. This duty to be incumbent upon the  

  Recording Secretary of  Local Lodges under the direct  

  jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge.

STATE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
ART. 57. The State Financial Secretary is the custodian of  the  

records of  account for the Grand Lodge. The State Financial  

Secretary’s duties are: 

� �D���7R�FROOHFW�GXHV�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV�SD\DEOH�WR�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH 
  and to turn over all money collected by the State Financial  

  Secretary to the State Treasurer at such intervals as the Grand  

  Council may determine. 
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� �E���7R�FROOHFW�DVVHVVPHQWV�RU�SUHPLXPV�SD\DEOH�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI  
� � 0RUWXDU\�%HQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�E\�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH��SURYLGHG�WKH 
  Grand Council, if  the administration of  the Mortuary Fund 

  is placed under the management and control of  an autonomous  

  commission, shall have the power to prescribe the manner in  

  which such assessments or premiums shall be paid and the 

  manner in which they are to be collected and kept. 

� �F���7R�FROOHFW�DQG�UHFHLYH�WKH�SHU�FDSLWD�WD[�IRU�DQG�RQ�EHKDOI  
  of  the Supreme Lodge within the jurisdiction of  the Grand  

  Lodge and to keep the money derived therefrom separate  

  and apart from other money which comes into the State  

  Financial Secretary’s hands. Moreover, the State Financial  

  Secretary shall be required to vouch that the money collected 

  for the Supreme Lodge will not be used for any other  

  purpose, but it will be kept by the State Financial Secretary  

  until the end of  each quarter, at which time it is to be  

  remitted to the National Financial Secretary in the manner  

  prescribed by the laws of  the Order. 

� �G���7R� GUDZ� YRXFKHUV� IRU� WKH� RUGLQDU\� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� 
  disbursements to be made by the Grand Lodge and for all  

  other expenses approved by the Grand Council whenever 

  proper bills or statements have been presented to the State  

  Financial Secretary. After the voucher has been drawn, it  

  must be signed by the State Financial Secretary and by at 

  least one State Trustee before it is detached from the voucher 

  book and transmitted to the State Treasurer. 

� �H���7R�FRQVLJQ�WR�SURSHU�SHUVRQV�FKHFNV�GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�6WDWH� 
  Financial Secretary by the State Treasurer issued pursuant to 

  proper vouchers therefore. 

� �I���7R�NHHS�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�SURSHU�UHFRUGV�RI �DFFRXQW��VKRZLQJ�DOO� 
  income and disbursements made by the Grand Lodge. Such 

  records shall be kept and maintained in the manner prescribed  

  by the Grand Council. The State Financial Secretary shall  

  keep all records up to date. In addition, the State Financial  

  Secretary shall give a statement of  the income and disbursement  

  at each regular meeting of  the Grand Council and at such  

  other times that the Grand Council may direct. 

� �J���7R�SUHSDUH�D�OLVW�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJHV�LQ�DUUHDUV�RU�LQ�GHIDXOW� 
  with their payments of  dues and assessments and present such 
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  list at the regular meeting of  the Grand Council. Moreover,  

  whenever any Local Lodge is either in arrears or in default with  

  its payments to the Grand Lodge, the State Financial Secretary  

  shall notify the Local Lodge in arrears or in default by registered  

  mail, calling its attention to such fact. If  the Local Lodge fails  

  to make payment following such notice, then the State Financial  

  Secretary shall announce such Local Lodge to the Grand Council  

  for such action as is prescribed by the laws of  the Order. 

� �K���7R�JLYH�D�ÀQDQFLDO�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�*UDQG�&RQYHQWLRQ��VKRZLQJ� 
  a detailed summary of  all the income and disbursements  

� � PDGH�GXULQJ�WKH�6WDWH�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\·V�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH��
� �L���7R�PDNH�D�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDWHPHQW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI �HDFK�ÀVFDO�\HDU 
  showing the receipts and disbursements made during such year,  

  a copy of  which statement is to be sent to the Supreme Council  

  and to each Local Lodge under the jurisdiction of  the Grand  

  Lodge. 

� �M���7R�PDNH�VXFK�RWKHU�DQG�DGGLWLRQDO�ÀQDQFLDO�UHSRUWV�DV�PD\� 
  be required by public law or by the supervisory public  

  authorities concerned within the territorial jurisdiction of   

  the Grand Lodge. 

� �N���7R� SHUIRUP� VXFK� RWKHU� DQG� DGGLWLRQDO� GXWLHV�� LQ� PDWWHUV� 
� � FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�RIÀFH��ZKLFK�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�RU�WKH�6WDWH� 
� � 3UHVLGHQW�PD\�IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�LPSRVH�XSRQ�WKH�RIÀFH��
� �O���7R�SRVW�VXFK�ERQG�DV�PD\�EH�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�

STATE TREASURER
$57������7KH�6WDWH�7UHDVXUHU�LV�WKH�GHSRVLWRU\�RI �DOO�WKH�IXQGV�RI �WKH�
Grand Lodge and the custodian of  all instruments evidencing title 

or claim to real and personal property owned by the Grand Lodge 

and of  all securities, including other incidental instruments, which 

constitute the investments or reserves of  the Grand Lodge or of  its 

institutions; provided the laws of  the Grand Lodge do not provide 

otherwise. The State Treasurer shall deposit all funds, except that 

portion which the State Treasurer may be directed to retain in his 

possession, in a bank or banks previously designated by the Grand  

Council, which deposit shall be made in checking or savings  

accounts opened in the name of  the Grand Lodge. The duties of  

the State Treasurer are: 
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� �D���7R�NHHS�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�XS�WR�GDWH�D�FDVK�ERRN��VKRZLQJ�WKH� 
  receipts and disbursements of  the Grand Lodge. 

� �E���7R� LVVXH�� VLJQ�� DQG� GHOLYHU� FKHFNV� WR� WKH� 6WDWH� )LQDQFLDO� 
  Secretary when proper vouchers therefor are presented to the  

  State Treasurer; provided the checks bear the necessary  

  signatures prescribed by the Grand Council. 

� �F���7R�ZLWKGUDZ�RU�WUDQVIHU�IXQGV�IURP�RQH�DFFRXQW�WR�DQRWKHU� 
  whenever requested by the Grand Council; provided such  

  transfer is permissible by the public law or by the supervisory  

  public authorities concerned. 

� �G���7R�JLYH�D�UHSRUW�RI �WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDQGLQJ�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH� 
  at the Grand Convention, giving a detailed statement of  the 

� � DVVHWV�DQG�WKH�OLDELOLWLHV�ZKLFK�UHÁHFW�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI �WKH� 
� � *UDQG�/RGJH�GXULQJ�WKH�6WDWH�7UHDVXUHU·V�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH��
� �H���7R� SHUIRUP� VXFK� RWKHU� DQG� DGGLWLRQDO� GXWLHV�� LQ� PDWWHUV� 
� � FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�RIÀFH�ZKLFK�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�RU�WKH�6WDWH 
� � 3UHVLGHQW�PD\�IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�LPSRVH�XSRQ�WKH�RIÀFH��
� �I���7R�SRVW�VXFK�%RQG�DV�UHTXHVWHG�E\�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�

STATE TRUSTEES
ART. 59. The State Trustees audit the books of  the State Financial 

Secretary and of  the State Treasurer. In addition, they may inspect  

and audit all books and documents of  the Grand Lodge which  

UHODWH�WR�ÀQDQFLDO�PDWWHUV��,I �WKH�6WDWH�7UXVWHHV��XSRQ�LQVSHFWLRQ�DQG�
DXGLW��ÀQG�WKH�ERRNV�DQG�GRFXPHQWV�WR�EH�FRUUHFW��WKH\�VKDOO�FHUWLI\� 
WKH� FRUUHFWQHVV� RI � VXFK� ERRNV� DQG� GRFXPHQWV� E\� DIÀ[LQJ� WKHLU� 
signature thereto.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE GRAND 
COUNCIL

ART. 60. The Executive Committee of  the Grand Council shall be 

FRPSRVHG�RI � WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�� WKH�6WDWH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�V��� WKH�
State Recording Secretary, the State Financial Secretary and such 

RWKHU�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��DV�PD\�EH�GHVLJQDWHG�LQ�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�
Lodge. The Executive Committee shall act in lieu of  the Grand 

Council when the latter is not in session and it may exercise all the 

powers and prerogatives of  the Grand Council, except the author-
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ity to issue decrees. To issue decrees it shall be necessary that the 

Grand Council act in plenary session. The Executive Committee 

will meet when called together by the State President or in such 

other manner as the laws of  the Grand Lodge provide.

GRAND LODGE ARBITRATION COMMIS-
SION

ART. 61. The Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission is the judicial  

tribunal of  the Grand Lodge. The rules and regulations which  

prescribe the mode of  procedure, the jurisdiction, the powers and the 

revenue incident to the functioning of  the Grand Lodge Arbitration 

Commission are set forth in the Judicial Code of  the Order. 

� 7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�FRPSRVHG�RI �ÀYH�
����UHJXODU�PHPEHUV��NQRZQ�DV�&RPPLVVLRQHUV��DQG�ÀYH�����DOWHU-
nate members, known as Alternate Commissioners. The Grand 

Lodge Commissioners and the Grand Lodge Alternate Commis-

sioners are elected at the biennial convention of  the Grand Lodge 

IRU�D�SHULRG�RI �WZR�����\HDUV�DQG�VKDOO�VHUYH�XQWLO�WKHLU�VXFFHVVRUV�
are elected and installed. Grand Lodges holding annual conventions 

may elect their Arbitration Commission members for a period of  

RQH� ����\HDU�DQG�VKDOO� VHUYH�XQWLO� WKHLU� VXFFHVVRUV�DUH�HOHFWHG�DQG�
installed. Whenever a vacancy occurs among the Commissioners, 

LW�VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�WKH�$OWHUQDWH�&RPPLVVLRQHU�ZKR�UHFHLYHG�WKH�
highest number of  votes during the election of  the Alternate Com-

missioners.

NATIONAL DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES
ART. 62. The National Delegates are the representatives of  the Grand 

Lodge in the Supreme Lodge. The National Delegates are elected in 

the manner prescribed by the laws of  the Grand Lodge. The State 

President of  each Grand Lodge attends the Supreme Convention 

E\�YLUWXH�RI �LQFXPEHQF\�LQ�RIÀFH�DQG�QRW�E\�HOHFWLRQ�DV�D�1DWLRQDO�
'HOHJDWH�>&RQVW��$UW��9,,��*HQ��/DZV�$UW������J�@��7KH�QXPEHU�RI  
National Delegates to be elected by each Grand Lodge shall be  

determined by the number of  members of  the Grand Lodge in good 

standing at the end of  the quarter preceding the election for whom 
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the Grand Lodge paid the Capita Tax to the Supreme Lodge at the 

end of  such quarter. The number of  National Delegates to be elected  

VKDOO� EH� LQ� WKH� UDWLR� RI � RQH� ���� WR� HDFK� RQH� WKRXVDQG� ������� 
PHPEHUV�RU�IUDFWLRQ�WKHUHRI �DERYH�ÀYH�KXQGUHG�������>(',725·V�
NOTE: Except, however, as per below change adopted by Conven-

tion Oct 15, 2021, for Grand Lodges between 400 and 500, one 

'HOHJDWH�LV�DXWKRUL]HG�@�DV�IROORZV�

  Number of  Members  Number of  Elected

      of  Grand Lodge  National Delegates

     0 to 399 ..........................0

    400 to 1500 ..........................1

  1501 to 2500  ..........................2

  2501 to 3500 ..........................3

  3501 to 4500 ..........................4

    etc. to  etc. ..........................etc.

� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� HDFK� *UDQG� /RGJH� VKDOO� HOHFW� WZR� ���� 1DWLRQDO 
Delegates for each National Trustee to which it is entitled at the  

immediate preceding Supreme Convention. 

 The election of  National Delegates and of  their alternates shall 

take place at the same Grand Convention at which the Grand Council 

and Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission are elected. The Na-

tional Delegates are elected for the full term and they are to be sub-

stituted by the alternates in the order of  their election, in case any 

National Delegate is unable to act. 

 In addition to the National Delegates as authorized by this Article, 

there shall be other National Delegates representing Local Lodges 

under the direct supervision of  the Supreme Lodge in any state,  

territory, federal district or province which shall constitute a  

geographical area for the purpose of  this Article. 

 Each Local Lodge in any such geographical area shall elect a 

candidate for National Delegate. The National Delegates under this  

Article shall be chosen by a drawing held at a meeting of  the candidates 

elected by the respective Local Lodges. If  the candidates cannot 

DJUHH�RQ�D�GDWH�DQG�ORFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�PHHWLQJ��WKH�VDPH�VKDOO�EH�À[HG�
by the National President. The number of  National Delegates to be 

FKRVHQ�XQGHU�WKLV�$UWLFOH�VKDOO�EH�DW�WKH�UDWLR�RI �RQH�����IRU�HDFK�RQH�

                                   General Laws



52                                        Revised October 2021

WKRXVDQG��������PHPEHUV�RU�IUDFWLRQ�WKHUHRI �DERYH�ÀYH�KXQGUHG�
������DV�LOOXVWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�FKDUW�GHVFULEHG�KHUHLQ��
 If  there should be but one Local Lodge in such geographical 

area, the National Delegate or Delegates shall be elected from the 

members of  such Local Lodge; provided the ratio established here-

in is maintained.

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������

STATE DEPUTY
ART. 63. The State Deputy is the representative of  the State  

President to the Local Lodges. The State Deputy’s duties are: 

� �D���7R�VHH�WKDW�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�DUH�FRPSOLHG�ZLWK�E\�WKH 
� � /RFDO�/RGJHV�DQG�E\�WKHLU�RIÀFHUV�DQG�PHPEHUV��
� �E���7R�H[HUFLVH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�FRQWURO�LQ�FRQIRUPLW\�WR�WKH�ODZV 
  of  the Order. 

� �F�� 7R� DVVXPH� WKH� IXQFWLRQ� RI � SUHVLGLQJ� RIÀFHU� LQ� WKH� /RFDO� 
� � /RGJH�ZKHQHYHU�WKH�RIÀFHU�SUHVLGLQJ�IDLOV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�RUGHU� 
  in the assembly and to exact respect from those present for  

  ranking units and prerogatives of  the Order. 

� �G���7R� LQVWDOO� WKH� RIÀFHUV� RI � WKH� &RXQFLO�� XQOHVV� RWKHUZLVH� 
  provided by the Grand Council. 

� �H���7R�JLYH�D�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�RI �FRQGLWLRQV�ZKLFK 

� � WKH�6WDWH�'HSXW\�ÀQGV� LQ� WKH�/RFDO�/RGJHV�ZKHQHYHU� WKH� 
  State Deputy is sent to investigate the affairs of  the Local  

  Lodge; provided that, in emergency cases, the State Deputy 

  shall communicate with the Grand Council at once, pointing  

  out those matters which require immediate attention. 

� �I���7R�SHUIRUP�VXFK�RWKHU�GXWLHV�DV�PD\�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�RIÀFH� 
� � E\�WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�RU�ZKLFK�WKH�RIÀFH�PD\�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR 

  perform by the laws of  the Order; except that the State Deputy  

� � VKDOO� QRW� EH� TXDOLÀHG� WR� DFW� DV� 6WDWH�'HSXW\� LQ� WKH�/RFDO� 
  Lodge of  which the State Deputy is a member.

MORTUARY FUND
ART. 64. The Grand Lodge may institute its own Mortuary Fund  

DQG�RU� %HQHÀW� ,QVXUDQFH� 6\VWHP� DIIRUGLQJ� WR� LWV� PHPEHUV� 
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PRUWXDU\� EHQHÀWV� DQG�RU� VLFN� DQG� GLVDELOLW\� EHQHÀWV� LQ� VXFK� 
measure and under such terms as it may be authorized to establish 

by public law or by the supervisory public authorities concerned. 

� 7KH�0RUWXDU\�)XQG�DQG�RU�%HQHÀW�,QVXUDQFH�6\VWHP�PD\�EH�
administered by a commission or board of  directors elected by the 

Grand Convention or appointed by the Grand Council, if  the laws  

of  the Grand Lodge so provide. The commission or board of  di-

rectors shall be under the supervision and control of  the Grand 

Council. 

� 7KH�0RUWXDU\�)XQG�DQG�RU�%HQHÀW�,QVXUDQFH�6\VWHP�HVWDEOLVKHG�
by the Grand Lodge may be administered directly by the Grand 

Council, if  the laws of  the Grand Lodge so provide. 

 Nothing in these laws shall preclude the Grand Lodge from  

establishing and instituting orphanages, homes for the aged, mutual 

aid funds, and other similar institutions. If  any such institutions are  

established and instituted, commissions or boards of  directors  

therefor are to be selected by the Grand Lodge at its biennial Grand  

Convention or are to be appointed by the Grand Council whenever the 

laws of  the Grand Lodge so provide. The commissioners or board 

of  directors elected or appointed for the institution contemplated 

by this Article are to be under the supervision and control of  the 

RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�

MEETINGS 
ART. 65. The Grand Lodge shall hold its Grand Convention once 

every two years in odd numbered years during the month of  April, 

May or June at the place previously designated by the last Grand Con-

vention or chosen by the Grand Council whenever found impracti-

cable to hold it at such place; provided that the Grand Convention 

may be held once each year, if  the laws of  the Grand Lodge so 

provide. 

 The Grand Lodge may hold a special Grand Convention, on a 

date and at a place previously selected by the Grand Council, upon 

the request of  an absolute majority of  the members of  the Grand 

Council made and approved during the course of  a duly called regular  

or special meeting, or upon the written request of  an absolute ma-

jority of  the State Delegates of  Local Lodges which are in good 

standing. 
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 When a regular or special session of  the Grand Lodge is called, 

the notice calling the Grand Convention into session shall be sent 

QR�OHVV�WKDQ�ÀIWHHQ�GD\V�SULRU�WR�WKH�GDWH�À[HG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�FRQYRFDWLRQ��
7KH�QRWLFH�PXVW�VSHFLI\�WKH�KRXU�RI �WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�FRQYRFD-
tion. Moreover, the notice must be accompanied by the Order of  

Business to be transacted during the session, and it shall include also 

the copy of  all the amendments to the laws of  the Grand Lodge 

proposed by the Grand Council. 

� ,I �D�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�DQG�6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV�KDYLQJ�
WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�DUH�SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�ÀUVW�FRQYRFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�*UDQG�
Convention, the session may be legally opened. When the second  

convocation is made, the session shall be legal for all purposes regardless  

RI �WKH�QXPEHU�RI �WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�DQG�6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV�SUHVHQW��
For purposes of  this Article 65, ‘having the right to vote’ shall mean 

WKRVH� 6WDWH�2IÀFHUV� DQG� 6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV� ZKR� KDYH� UHJLVWHUHG� WR� 
attend the Grand Convention (including the payment of  the  

UHTXLUHG�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�IHH��LI �DQ\��DQG�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�FUHGHQWLDOHG�LQ�
accordance with the procedures adopted by the Grand Lodge for 

the registration and credentialing of  delegates to its convention. 

 The business of  the Grand Convention is to be transacted in 

conformity with the laws of  the Order, the Ritual and under the 

Rules of  Parliamentary Procedure as described in Robert’s Rules of  

2UGHU��UHYLVHG���,Q�FDVH�RI �FRQÁLFW��WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�VKDOO�SUHYDLO�� 
�$UW�� ��� ¶KDYLQJ� WKH� ULJKW� WR� YRWH·� 'HÀQLWLRQ� $GGHG� DW� (QG� RI � 
3DUDJUDSK���RQ������������²FF�
(Art. 65 “May or June” Wording Added in Paragraph 1 on 

�����������²FF�
�$UW�����UHYLVHG�������������PG

RECEIPTS
ART. 66. The revenue of  the Grand Lodge is derived from: 

� �D���7KH�&DSLWD�7D[�SDLG�E\�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJHV��7KH�&DSLWD�7D[� 
� � LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�WZR�SDUWV��WKH�ÀUVW�SDUW�LV�À[HG�E\�WKH�*UDQG 

  Lodge and it is to be paid to the Grand Council; the second 

� � SDUW�LV�À[HG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�DQG�LW�LV�WR�EH�SDLG�WR�WKH 
  Grand Council as collecting agent of  the Supreme Council  

  for the use of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �E���7KH�GXHV�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV�À[HG�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�IRU 
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� � SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�EHQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�E\�LQVWLWXWLRQV��LI �DQ\� 
  established by the Grand Lodge. The institutions contemplated  

� � E\�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�PD\�EH��2USKDQDJH��0RUWXDU\�)XQG�RU�%HQHÀW 
  Insurance System, Sick and/or Disability Fund, etc. 

� �F���7KH�SURFHHGV�IURP�WKH�VDOH�RI �SDUDSKHUQDOLD�DQG�HTXLSPHQW 
  to Local Lodges. 

� �G���7KH�ÀOLQJ�IHHV�VSHFLÀHG�LQ�WKH�-XGLFLDO�&RGH�RI �WKH�2UGHU� 
� � $UWLFOHV����DQG�����ZKLFK�DUH�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�D�FRPSODLQW�RU� 
� � DSSHDO�ÀOHG�ZLWK�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��
� �H���7KH� VSHFLDO� DVVHVVPHQWV� RU� LPSRVLWLRQV� ZKLFK� WKH�*UDQG 

  Lodge may impose because of  unforeseen occurrences or to  

  promote the objectives of  the Order. 

 All other lawful means of  raising funds common to fraternal  

organizations such as OSIA, as may from time to time be authorized 

by the Executive Committee of  the Grand Council with the  

concurrence of  the Grand Council. 

 All payments due to the Grand Lodge shall be remitted to the 

6WDWH�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\�ZLWKLQ�ÀIWHHQ������GD\V�RI � WKH�GDWH�GXH��
Late payments may be subject to interest charges up to the rate of  

RQH�����SHUFHQW�VLPSOH�LQWHUHVW�SHU�PRQWK�RU�D�SRUWLRQ�RI �D�PRQWK�
during which the payment is overdue. It is the responsibility of  the 

Local Lodge to ensure that its payments are made timely.

DISBURSEMENTS
ART. 67. The Grand Lodge may make disbursements for the  

following purposes: 

� �D���7R�SD\�WKH�&DSLWD�7D[�GXH�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��ZKLFK� 
  Capita Tax is to be paid within thirty days from the end of  

  each quarter. 

� �E���7R�SD\�WKH�RUGLQDU\�H[SHQVHV�RI �DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��
� �F���7R�SD\�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�H[SHQVHV�ZKLFK�DUH�DXWKRUL]HG�E\�WKH� 
  Grand Convention, or which are authorized by the Grand  

  Council, within the limits permitted by the laws of  the  

  Order. In no case shll the General and Special Funds of  the  

  Grand Lodge and/or any of  its institutions and commissions  

  be disbursed and distributed among the members of  the  

  Grand Lodge and/or the members of  its Local Lodges.
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DEFAULT
$57������7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH�VKDOO�EH�LQ�GHIDXOW�LI �LW�KDV�IDLOHG�WR�SD\�
WKH�&DSLWD�7D[�DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�DVVHVVPHQWV�RU�ÀQDQFLDO�REOLJDWLRQV�
due to the Supreme Lodge after the expiration of  one-hundred-

WZHQW\� ������GD\V� IURP�WKH� ODVW�GD\�RI � WKH�TXDUWHU� IRU�ZKLFK� WKH�
Capita Tax is due. 

 The Local Lodges, under the jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge  

declared to be in default, do not lose their good standing with the 

Grand Lodge under the laws thereof, but the Local Lodges and 

the Grand Lodge lose all of  the rights and prerogatives granted to 

them by the laws of  the Supreme Lodge, including the right to be rep-

resented in the Supreme Council and in the Supreme Convention; 

provided the representation lost in the Supreme Council shall be 

limited to that of  the State President only. 

 Whenever a Grand Lodge has been declared to be in default,  

notice of  the declaration of  default shall be given to the Grand Lodge 

concerned by the Supreme Council by registered mail sent to the State  

President of  such Grand Lodge. The notice sent by the Supreme  

Council shall contain a statement of  the amount due and the time 

within which payment is to be made before the Grand Lodge may 

be declared suspended. 

ART. 69. The Grand Council of  the Grand Lodge, which has failed  

to adjust its state of  default within ninety days from the date borne  

by the communication of  default, may be declared to be suspended  

by the Supreme Council; provided the declaration of  suspension be  

approved at a regular or special meeting of  the Supreme Council  

while in plenary session. The suspended Grand Council, however,  

VKDOO�FRQWLQXH�LQ�RIÀFH�VROHO\�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI �DGPLQLVWHULQJ�WKH� 
ordinary affairs of  the Grand Lodge until further action may be  

taken by the Supreme Council or by the Executive Committee of  

the Supreme Council. 

 If  the suspended Grand Council fails to make adjustment of  the  

default which determined its suspension within six months from  

the date of  the communication of  suspension, it may be ordered  

dissolved by the Supreme Council or by the Executive Committee  

of  the Supreme Council; provided the order of  dissolution be  
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adopted at a regular or special meeting of  the Supreme Council or 

at a regular or special meeting of  the Executive Committee of  the 

Supreme Council. 

 The dissolved Grand Council, which has failed to make the  

adjustment of  the default which determined its dissolution by the  

Supreme Council or by the Executive Committee of  the Supreme 

Council, ceases o exist and its functions, including its power and  

prerogatives are taken over by a Special National Deputy. When a  

Special National Deputy takes over the functions of  the Grand  

Council, it shall be the Special National Deputy’s duty to call a  

Special Grand Convention for the purpose of  electing a new Grand 

Council to transact such other business as may be pertinent to the 

adjustment of  the default. Any member of  the Grand Council who 

participated in the failure to make adjustment of  the default, which 

determined its dissolution, shall be barred from election to the new 

Grand Council under this Article; provided such member has been 

found to be a participant in such failure by the Supreme Council at 

the time the order of  dissolution was adopted. 

 The suspension and dissolution shall be limited to the members  

of  the Grand Council and to the members of  the Executive  

Committee of  the Grand Council. The suspension and dissolu-

tion do not affect members of  other organs and institutions of  the 

Grand Lodge elected or appointed in conformity with the laws of  

the Order.

SUSPENSION AND DISSOLUTION OF
A GRAND COUNCIL

ART. 70. In addition to the causes enumerated in these laws, the Grand  

Council may be declared suspended by the Supreme Council, provided 

the declaration of  suspension be approved, at a regular or special 

meeting of  the Supreme Council while in plenary session, and later 

ordered dissolved, providing the order of  dissolution be adopted 

at a regular or special meeting of  the Executive Committee of  the  

Supreme Council, following investigation made at the instance of  

the Supreme Council, for the following causes: 

� �D���)DLOXUH� WR� IXUQLVK� GRFXPHQWV� UHTXHVWHG� E\� WKH� 6XSUHPH� 
� � &RXQFLO�RU�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�LQ�PDWWHUV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR 

  the affairs of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �E���)DLOXUH�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�RUGHUV�LVVXHG�DQG�GHOLEHUDWLRQV�PDGH 
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  in conformity with the laws of  the Order. 

� �F���)DLOXUH�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�DQG�EH�VXERUGLQDWH�WR�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH 
  Order. 

� �G���3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�GHIDPDWLRQ�RI �WKH�2UGHU��RI ���
  its institutions, and of  its ranking units. 

� �H���$IÀOLDWLRQ� ZLWK� DQ\� QHZVSDSHU�� PDJD]LQH�� SHULRGLFDO�� 
  publication, radio station, or other institution which has 

  demonstrated its antagonism toward the Order or which is 

  engaged in the publication and diffusion of  adverse or  

  defamatory information against the Order, its institutions,  

� � LWV� UDQNLQJ� XQLWV�� DQG� LWV� PHPEHUVKLS�� 7KH� DIÀOLDWLRQ� 
  contemplated by this section may be direct, indirect, or  

  material. 

� �I���'LVFORVXUH�� UHYHODWLRQ�� DQG� SXEOLFDWLRQ� RI � FRQÀGHQWLDO� 
  information obtained as an incident to membership in the  

� � 2UGHU� RU� WKH� FRQWHQW� DQG� SRVVHVVLRQ� RI � FRQÀGHQWLDO� 
  documents of  Order, the disclosure, revelation, and  

  publication of  which have previously been censored by the 

  higher ranking units of  the Order. 

� �J���6HQGLQJ�RI �FLUFXODUV�� OHWWHUV��SXEOLFDWLRQV��DSSHDOV�RU�RWKHU 
  types of  messages to Grand Lodges and to Local Lodges,  

  either under the direct and immediate dependence of  the 

  Supreme Lodge or under the jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge 

  for which the Grand Council is functioning, tending to stir  

  disorder or to create factional groups with the Order or to 

  undermine it or to instigate hostility against its ranking units. 

� �K���9LRODWLRQ�RI �WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�DQG�RI �WKH�SXEOLF�ODZV� 
  governing the Supreme Lodge and its institutions, and the  

  Local Lodges and their institutions.

 When the Grand Council is dissolved under the provisions of  

this Article, it ceases to exist and its functions, including its powers  

and prerogatives, are taken over by a Special National Deputy. 

When a Special National Deputy takes over the functions of  the 

Grand Council, it shall be the Special National Deputy’s duty to 

call a Special Grand Convention for the purpose of  electing a new 

Grand Council and to transact such other business as may be  

pertinent to the correction of  the cause which made the dissolution 

of  the Grand Council necessary. Any member of  the Grand Council 

who participated in the cause, which determined the dissolution of  
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the Grand Council, shall be barred from election to the new Grand 

Council; provided such member has been found to be a participant  

in such cause by the Supreme Council at the time the order of   

dissolution was adopted. 

 The suspension and dissolution under this Article shall be limited  

to the members of  the Grand Council. The suspension and dissolution  

contemplated in this Article do not affect the other organs and  

institutions of  the Grand Lodge elected or appointed in conformity 

with the laws of  the Order, unless the organ or institution is involved 

in the cause which made the suspension and dissolution necessary. 

In case the members of  the organ or institution are involved in the 

cause which made the suspension and dissolution necessary, they 

VKDOO�EH�UHSODFHG��LI �WKHLU�RIÀFH�LV�HOHFWLYH��E\�HOHFWLQJ�QHZ�PHPEHUV�
at the Grand Convention called under the provisions of  this Article,  

RU� WKH\� VKDOO� EH� UHSODFHG�� LI � WKHLU� RIÀFH� LV� DSSRLQWLYH�� E\� WKH� 
appointment of  new members by the new Grand Council elected 

under provisions of  this Article; the object of  this Article being to 

bar any member, involved in the cause which made the suspension 

and dissolution necessary, from re-election or re-appointment as a 

member of  such organ or institution.

SUSPENSION AND DISSOLUTION OF 
A GRAND LODGE

ART. 71. Whenever the Grand Lodge is in default with its  

payments to the Supreme Lodge as required by the laws of  the Or-

der or the Grand Lodge tacitly and passively permits any of  the vio-

lations enumerated in Article 70 of  these laws, the Supreme Council 

may suspend it provided the declaration or suspension be approved 

at a regular or special meeting of  the Supreme Council while in 

plenary session. If  the Grand Lodge fails to adjust the default or to 

correct and remove the cause of  its suspension within six months 

after the adoption of  the declaration of  suspension by the Supreme 

Council, it may be ordered dissolved by the Supreme Council; pro-

vided the order of  dissolution be adopted at a regular or special 

meeting of  the Supreme Council or at a regular or special meeting 

of  the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council. 

 When the Grand Council is suspended under the provision of  
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this Article, all of  the organs and institutions enumerated in Article  

��� RI � WKHVH� ODZV� DUH� VXVSHQGHG� DOVR�� SURYLGHG�� KRZHYHU�� WKDW� DOO�
6WDWH�2IÀFHUV�DQG�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�YDULRXV�RUJDQV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV� 
FRQWLQXH� LQ� RIÀFH� VROHO\� IRU� WKH� SXUSRVH� RI � DGPLQLVWHULQJ� WKH� 
ordinary affairs of  the Grand Lodge and of  its institutions under 

the direct supervision and control of  the Supreme Council. 

 Within thirty days from the date of  the declaration of  suspension 

of  the Grand Lodge, the Supreme Council shall call a meeting of  all  

the State Delegates of  the suspended Grand Lodge, within the  

territorial limits of  such Grand Lodge, for the purpose of  adjusting  

the default or for the purpose of  correcting and removing the cause 

of  the suspension. The meeting of  the State Delegates called under 

the provision of  this Article shall be presided over by a Special Na-

tional Deputy, unless otherwise determined by the Supreme Coun-

cil. 

 As soon as the default has been adjusted or the cause of  suspension 

has been corrected and removed, the Supreme Council shall order  

the suspension lifted and the Grand Lodge and its institutions  

restored to good standing. 

 If  the State Delegates called under the provisions of  this Article 

fail to take appropriate action to adjust the default or to correct and 

remove the cause of  suspension within six months from the date 

of  the declaration of  suspension by the Supreme Council, the Su-

preme Council may order the Grand Lodge dissolved and remove 

and repossess its Charter. Upon issuing the order of  dissolution of  

the Grand Lodge, all of  the Local Lodges under its jurisdiction  

automatically pass under the supervision and control of  the Supreme 

Council; provided nothing to the contrary is provided by public law 

and by rules and regulations of  the supervisory public authorities  

governing such institutions within the territorial limits of  the  

dissolved Grand Lodge. 

 In the interim between the date of  dissolution of  the Grand 

Lodge and the date of  its reconstruction, the Supreme Council shall 

assume control over all the assets of  the dissolved Grand Lodge, 

which assets shall include money and real and personal property, and 

DGPLQLVWHU�WKHP�DV�D�WUXVWHH�IRU�WKH�XVH�DQG�EHQHÀW�RI �WKH�PHPEHUV�
of  the Local Lodges under the jurisdiction of  the dissolved Grand 

/RGJH�DQG�IRU�WKH�XVH�DQG�EHQHÀW�RI �WKH�FUHGLWRUV�RI �VXFK�*UDQG�
Lodge; provided the public law and the rules and regulations of  the 
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supervisory public authorities governing the dissolved Grand Lodge 

and its institutions, in whole or in part, do not provide otherwise. 

When the Grand Lodge is reconstituted in conformity with these 

laws, the Supreme Council shall give a true and correct account of  

its acts and doings and of  its receipts and disbursements relative to 

the administration of  the assets of  the dissolved Grand Lodge at the  

session of  the Grand Convention called for the purpose of   

reconstituting such Grand Lodge. 

 The members of  the Grand Council, the members of  institutions 

and the State Delegates implicated in the default or in the cause for 

which the Grand Lodge was ordered dissolved, shall be barred from 

HOHFWLRQ� RU� IURP� DSSRLQWPHQW� WR� DQ\� RIÀFH� RI � WKH� UHFRQVWLWXWHG�
Grand Lodge or its institutions for a period of  no less than two 

years. The penalty imposed by this Article shall be without prejudice 

to the right of  the Supreme Council to denounce or cause to be  

denounced those implicated in causing the dissolution of  the Grand 

Lodge to the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission to be dealt 

with in accordance with the judiciary laws of  the Order.

RECONSTITUTION
ART. 72. Once the Grand Lodge has been dissolved, it must be 

reconstituted in order to function. Before sixty days have elapsed  

from the date of  the adoption of  the order of  dissolution, the  

Supreme Council shall request that State Delegates be elected by the 

Local Lodges under the jurisdiction of  the dissolved Grand Lodge. 

The number of  State Delegates is to be determined in the manner 

provided by the laws of  the dissolved Grand Lodge. After the State 

Delegates have been elected in compliance with the request of  the  

Supreme Council, they shall be convened in a Special Grand  

&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�GDWH�DQG�SODFH�À[HG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�RU�
by the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council, provided the 

place of  meeting shall be within the territorial limits of  the dissolved 

Grand Lodge. The purpose of  the Special Grand Convention shall 

be the reconstitution of  the Grand Lodge and a general election to 

replace the Grand Council and to replace the elective members of  

the organs and institutions of  the Grand Lodge which may have 

been dissolved. The Special Grand Convention is to presided over  
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by a Special National Deputy. The State Delegates, the State  

2IÀFHUV��WKH�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�RUJDQV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV��WKH�FRPPLWWHHV�
and commissions elected or appointed under the provision of  this 

$UWLFOH�VKDOO�KROG�RIÀFH�XQWLO�WKH�QH[W�UHJXODU�*UDQG�&RQYHQWLRQ�RI �
the reconstituted Grand Lodge. The dissolved Grand Lodge is to 

be considered as being duly reconstituted upon the installation of  

LWV�QHZO\�HOHFWHG�RIÀFHUV�
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CHAPTER FOUR - SUPREME 
LODGE

JURISDICTION, COMPOSITION AND 
AUTHORITY

ART. 73. The jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge extends over all its 

constituent Grand Lodges and those Local Lodges under its direct 

GHSHQGHQFH��7KH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�KDV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VSHFLÀF�SRZHUV��
� �D���7KH� /HJLVODWLYH� 3RZHU� ZKHQ� 1DWLRQDO� 'HOHJDWHV� DUH� 
  convened in regular or special Supreme Conventions. 

� �E���7KH�([HFXWLYH�3RZHU�WKURXJK�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �F���7KH� -XGLFLDU\� 3RZHU� WKURXJK� 1DWLRQDO� 'HOHJDWHV� ZKHQ� 
  assembled in Supreme Conventions. 

ART. 74. The Supreme Lodge is composed of: 

� �D���7KH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�
� �E���7KH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQWV�
� �F���7KH�3DVW�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQWV�
� �G���7KH�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�
� �H���7KH�HOHFWHG�DW�ODUJH�WUXVWHHV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�)RXQGDWLRQ�
� �I���7KH�RWKHU�GHOHJDWHV�FUHDWHG�E\�RSHUDWLRQ�RI �WKHVH�E\ODZV��

ART. 75. The Supreme Lodge exercises: 

� �D���,WV� OHJLVODWLYH� SRZHU� ZKHQ� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 'HOHJDWHV� DUH� 
  convened in regular or special Supreme Convention. 

� �E���,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� SRZHUV� HQXPHUDWHG� LQ� WKHVH� ODZV�� WKH� 
  Supreme Lodge shall have the power to revise, correct and  

  approve articles of  incorporation, charters and laws adopted 

  by the Grand Lodge and by the Local Lodges under the  

  direct and immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge;  

  to impose capita tax and other assessments upon the Grand  

  Lodges and upon the Local Lodges under its direct and  

  immediate dependence and to prescribe the type and design  

  of  insignias, regalia and paraphernalia to be used in the Order. 

� �F���7KH�SRZHU�WR�FRPSLOH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5LWXDO��SUHVFULELQJ�WKH� 
  minimum ritualistic forms to be observed during meetings  

  and ceremonies of  the Order. 
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� �G���7KH�SRZHU�WR�LQVWLWXWH�*UDQG�/RGJHV�DQG�/RFDO�/RGJHV�LQ�D 
  State or territory where no Grand Lodge exists. 

� �H���,WV�SRZHU�RI �FOHPHQF\�WR�VXVSHQG�VHQWHQFHV�RI �H[SXOVLRQ�IURP 

  the Order; provided this power is exercised by the Supreme 

  Council while in plenary session; and provided further that the  

  exercise of  the power is prohibited when any one or more of   

  sections b, c, d, e, f, g, n and p of  Article 9 of  these General Laws  

  have been violated by the expelled member. In all cases, the 

  request for clemency must originate from the Local Lodge to 

  which the expelled member belonged and submitted for  

  approval to the Grand Council, if  it concerns a Local Lodge  

  under the jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge. If  the Grand  

  Council approves the request for clemency, it shall be sent to 

� � WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO� IRU�ÀQDO� DFWLRQ� WKHUHRQ�� ,Q� FDVH� WKH 
  request for clemency is made by a Local Lodge under the  

  immediate jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge, the request  

  may be made directly to the Supreme Council. In either  

  case, the Supreme Council may exercise its sound discretion  

  either in granting the request for clemency or in refusing it.

COMPONENTS
 

ART. 76. The components through which the Supreme Lodge  

functions, when not in convention assembled, are: 

� �D���7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�
� �E���7KH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�
� �F���7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI �WKH�2UGHU�
� �G���7KH�6SHFLDO�1DWLRQDO�'HSXWLHV�

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������

SUPREME COUNCIL
ART. 77. The Supreme Council is the executive body of  the  

Supreme Lodge and it exercises the executive powers of  the Supreme 

Lodge when the latter is not in convention assembled, except the 

power to impose new dues and assessments. The Supreme Council  

shall have power to confer upon its executive committee all  

administrative powers. 
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$57������7KH�RUGHUV��GHFUHHV��UHYLVLRQV��FRUUHFWLRQV�DQG�DSSURYDOV� 
made by the Supreme Council of  all laws consistent with the  

purposes of  the Charter and Constitution must be submitted and 

approved by the National Delegates in convention assembled. 

ART. 79. The Supreme Council shall be elected at the biennial  

6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ��2QO\�GXO\�FHUWLÀHG�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�
Lodge may be elected. The Supreme Council, whose members rank 

in the order named, is composed of:

� �D���7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�
� �E���7KH�1DWLRQDO�)LUVW�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�
� �F���7KH�1DWLRQDO�6HFRQG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�
� �G���7KH�1DWLRQDO�7KLUG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�
� �H���7KH�1DWLRQDO�)RXUWK�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�
� �I���7KH�1DWLRQDO�)LIWK�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�
� �J���7KH�1DWLRQDO�,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�
� �K���7KH�1DWLRQDO�2UDWRU�
� �L���7KH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�
� �M���7KH�1DWLRQDO�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\�
� �N���7KH�1DWLRQDO�7UHDVXUHU�
� �O���7KH�1DWLRQDO�+LVWRULDQ�
� �P��7KH�1DWLRQDO�7UXVWHHV��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKRVH�FUHDWHG�DV�D�UHVXOW� 
  of  International Pacts, the number shall be determined by 

  the following formula: 

  1.  For 1,000 members or more in each Grand Lodge - one  

   National Trustee. 

  2.  For 7,000 members or more over the base number of  

   1,000 members - an additional National Trustee. 

  3.  Determination of  the number of  National Trustees for  

   each Grand Lodge shall be the highest number of  the   

   members reported in either the December or the   

   following March quarterly per capita tax reports next   

   preceding the Supreme Convention. 

� �Q���7KH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQWV��H[�RIÀFLR��ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH��ZKR� 
  were elected at their Grand Conventions with payment to be  

  made by each President’s Grand Lodge 

� �R���$OO�3DVW�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQWV��H[�RIÀFLR��ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�
� �S���7KH�&6-�3UHVLGHQW��H[�RIÀFLR��ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�DQG�ZLWK 

  payment by the CSJ
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� �T���7KH�3UHVLGHQW�RI �WKH�6RQ·V�RI �,WDO\�)RXQGDWLRQ��H[�RIÀFLR�� 
  with the right to vote and with payment by the Son’s of  Italy 

  Foundation 

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������

$57������7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�VKDOO�PHHW�LQ�UHJXODU�VHVVLRQ�DW�OHDVW�
once each year. The Supreme Council may meet in special session 

whenever the meeting is called by the National President or called 

at the written request of  a majority of  its members. Meetings of  the 

Supreme Council may be held by telephone conference call, fax or 

RWKHU�PHWKRGV�RI �PRGHUQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WR�IXOÀOO�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
for meeting in regular session or special session. 

$57������ ,Q�DGGLWLRQ� WR�RWKHU�SRZHUV�DQG�SUHURJDWLYHV�RWKHUZLVH�
conferred by the laws of  the Order, the Supreme Council has power: 

�D��7R� DFW� DV� WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO� IRU�/RFDO� /RGJHV� XQGHU� WKH�
direct and immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge pro-

vided however the Supreme Council may assign Local Lodges 

under the direct and immediate dependence of  the Supreme 

Lodge to the nearest Grand Lodge. 

�E��7R�H[DPLQH�DQG�FKHFN�LQWR�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDWXV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�
Lodge which has failed to pay the Capita Tax to the Supreme 

Lodge. 

�F��7R�HVWLPDWH�WKH�ELHQQLDO�EXGJHW�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�DQG�
submit it to the Supreme Convention. 

�G��7R�SRVWSRQH�WKH�PHHWLQJ�DQG�FKDQJH�WKH�SODFH�IRU�WKH�6X-

preme Convention whenever unforeseen circumstances arise 

which make it impossible to hold the meeting; provided such 

postponement does not delay the Supreme Convention in ex-

cess of  two months from the date it was originally set to be 

called. In the event that the Supreme Council either postpones 

the opening of, or opens and then delays by recess the conclu-

sion of, a biennial Supreme Convention, then in order to pre-

VHUYH� WKH� WZR�\HDU� WHUPV�RI �RIÀFH��QRPLQDWLRQ�� HOHFWLRQ�� DQG�
LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI �1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�PD\�EH�KHOG�DW�DQ�HDUOLHU�FRQ-

vocation of  the Supreme Lodge convention then postponed or 

recessed to the later date, and such nominations and elections 

may be conducted either in person, by mail, or electronically.

�H��7R�GHFLGH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�GLVSXWHV�DQG�GLVSXWHV�ZKLFK�DULVH�
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in Local Lodges under the direct and immediate dependence 

of  the Supreme Lodge after having heard the report of  the Na-

tional Orator. 

�I��7R�UHYLHZ�DSSHDOV�WDNHQ�WR�GHFLVLRQV�UHQGHUHG�E\�WKH�*UDQG�
Council after having heard the report of  the National Orator. 

�J��7R�GLVVROYH�VXVSHQGHG�/RFDO�/RGJHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�QRW�DGMXVW-
ed their state of  default or which have failed to remove or rectify 

the cause of  suspension; provided the dissolution of  the Local 

Lodge is recommended by the Grand Council of  the Grand 

Lodge having jurisdiction over the Local Lodge involved. 

�K��7R�GLVVROYH�VXVSHQGHG�/RFDO�/RGJHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�QRW�DGMXVW-
ed their state of  default or which have failed to remove or rectify 

the cause of  suspension; provided such Local Lodges are under 

the direct and immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge. 

�L�� 7R� GLVVROYH� WKH� *UDQG� &RXQFLO� DQG�RU� WKH� *UDQG� /RGJH�
which has failed to adjust its state of  default or which has failed 

to remove or correct the cause of  suspension. 

�M��7R�ÀOO�YDFDQFLHV�ZKLFK�RFFXU�DPRQJ�LWV�FRQVWLWXHQW�PHPEHUV�
in the following manner: 

���7KH�YDFDQF\�RI �WKH�RIÀFH�RI �WKH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�VKDOO�
EH�ÀOOHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�)LUVW�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�WKH�YDFDQ-

FLHV�LQ�WKH�RIÀFHV�RI �WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�1DWLRQDO�9LFH��3UHVLGHQWV��
VR�FUHDWHG��VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�WKH�QH[W�1DWLRQDO�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��
in the order of  numerical succession. 

��� 7KH� YDFDQF\� RI � WKH� RIÀFH� RI �1DWLRQDO� ,PPHGLDWH� 3DVW�
3UHVLGHQW�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�$UW������
3. The other vacancies occurring in the Supreme Council or 

LQ� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI � WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH� VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�
appointing thereto duly elected National Delegates; provided 

such vacancies do not exceed seven. 

4. When the vacancies in the Supreme Council or in the in-

stitutions of  the Supreme Lodge exceed seven, the remain-

LQJ�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�VKDOO�VXEPLW�
a list of  candidates selected from the duly elected National 

Delegates having the right to vote, to the National Delegates 

IRU� D� UHIHUHQGXP�YRWH� WR� HOHFW�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV� RU�PHP-

EHUV�RI �LQVWLWXWLRQV�WR�ÀOO�VXFK�YDFDQFLHV��SURYLGHG�WKDW�WKH�
list submitted contains no less than two candidates for each 

RIÀFH�WR�EH�ÀOOHG��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�YRWH�FDVW��ZLWKLQ�WKH�
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WLPH�VSHFLÀHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��VKDOO�EH�VXIÀFLHQW�IRU�
election. In making up the list of  candidates, the Supreme 

&RXQFLO�VKDOO�ÀUVW�DVFHUWDLQ�ZKHWKHU�WKH�SURSRVHG�FDQGLGDWHV�
DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�RIÀFH�LI �HOHFWHG��$OVR�WKH�6XSUHPH�
Council shall select candidates from the various States rather 

than from any one state or territory. 

�N��7R�IRVWHU�DQG�SURPRWH�SURMHFWV�DQG�SURJUDPV�ZKLFK�HQDEOH�
the Supreme Lodge, the Grand Lodges, and the Local Lodges 

to achieve the purpose of  the Order. 

�O��7R�DSSURYH�5LWXDOV�RU�0DQXDOV�VXEPLWWHG�E\�*UDQG�/RGJHV�
for use in lieu of  the National Ritual.

(m�Upon receipt of  a complaint through the National Recording

Secretary to the National Orator, the National Orator should 

PDNH�D�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�LI �VXIÀFLHQW�FDXVH�H[LVWV�WR�UHFRPPHQG�
WKDW�D�0HPEHU�RU�2IÀFHU�RI �DQ\�UDQNLQJ�XQLW� VKRXOG�EH�VXV-
pended.  Any such suspension must be pursuant to 2/3 vote of  

the Supreme Council after a full and fair hearing on the merits 

RI �WKH�FODLPV�PDGH�DJDLQVW�VXFK�0HPEHU�RU�2IÀFHU���6XFK�KHDU-
ing must take place within 30 days of  the alleged misconduct 

DQG�WKH�0HPEHU�RU�2IÀFHU�PXVW�EH�JLYHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
participate and be heard.  

Clear and convincing evidence must be presented which estab-

lishes the following elements: 

����WKH�0HPEHU�RU�2IÀFHU�KDV�DFWHG�RU�PD\�DFW�LQ�D�ZD\�ZKLFK�
endangers the health, safety, or welfare of  another Member, Of-

ÀFHU�RU�WKH�2UGHU��
����WKH�DFWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�SUHYHQW�LUUHSDUDEOH�KDUP��DQG�
����WKH�DFWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PDLQWDLQ�VWDWXV�TXR��SUHVHUYLQJ�WKH�
status of  the parties which existed immediately prior to the al-

legedly wrongful conduct.  

Such suspension shall be entered into with the understanding it 

is pending a full investigation and ultimate arbitration hearing.  

The suspension shall not last more than 90 days and no succes-

sive suspensions are permitted for the issues presented in the 

original hearing.

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������
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POWER AND PREROGATIVES OF 
NATIONAL OFFICERS

$57�� ���� 7KH� 1DWLRQDO� 2IÀFHUV� DUH� D� FRQVWLWXHQW� SDUW� RI � WKH� 
Supreme Lodge, and, as such, they are no longer obligated to  

perform the duties imposed upon them by the Local Lodge of  

which they are members, except to pay dues and assessments im-

posed upon them by the laws of  the Order. In case the Local Lodge 

RI �ZKLFK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU�LV�D�PHPEHU�EHFRPHV�VXVSHQGHG�RU�
LV�RUGHUHG�GLVVROYHG��WKH�VXVSHQVLRQ�RU�GLVVROXWLRQ�VKDOO�QRW�UHÁHFW�
XSRQ�VXFK�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU�QRU�GHSULYH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU�RI �WKH�
SRZHU�DQG�SUHURJDWLYH�LQKHUHQW�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU·V�RIÀFH�

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
$57������7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�RI �
WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��XSRQ�ZKRP�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�GHSHQG�IRU�
leadership and direction. The National President is the representative 

and spokesman of  the Order. The National President’s duties and 

prerogatives are: 

� �D���7R�SUHVLGH� LQ�WKH�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��RI �WKH� 
  Supreme Council, and of  the Executive Committee of  the  

  Supreme Council; to appoint the Committees of  the  

  Convention, and to appoint the chairperson and members  

  of  the Finance and Budget Committee, the Bylaws Committee, 

  the Education Committee and the Membership Commission. 

� �E���7R�FDOO�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�DQG�RI � 
  the Grand Lodge in such State or Territory over which such  

  Grand Lodge has jurisdiction whenever reasons of  discipline 

  or threatened disunity make such course necessary and  

  advisable and to preside over such meetings. 

� �F���7R�DSSRLQW�WZR�0DVWHUV�RU�0LVWUHVVHV�RI �&HUHPRQ\�DQG�RQH� 
  Sergeant-at-Arms to function at the Supreme Conventions 

  of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �G��7R�DFW�DV�WKH�VSRNHVPDQ�IRU�WKH�2UGHU�LQ�LWV�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK 

  public authorities and with diplomatic representatives to  

  achieve the realization of  the purposes and ideals prescribed  

  by the laws of  the Order. 

� �H���7R�GHFLGH�TXHVWLRQV�ZKLFK�DULVH�GXULQJ�WKH�LQWHUYDO�EHWZHHQ 
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  meetings of  the Supreme Council and the Executive  

  Committee of  the Supreme Council; provided no withdrawal 

  of  funds is involved and the question decided does not  

  violate the laws of  the Order. 

� �I���7R�VXSHUYLVH�DQG�FRQWURO�DOO�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH� 
  Lodge and to prescribe and censor the publication or disclosure  

  of  such correspondence which the National President shall  

� � GHHP�WR�EH�FRQÀGHQWLDO� LQ�QDWXUH��7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW� 
� � PD\� GLUHFW� WKH� DSSURSULDWH� 1DWLRQDO� 2IÀFHUV� WR� DQVZHU� 
  correspondence and give them instructions as to the manner  

  which such correspondence is to be treated and answered. 

� �J���7R�DIÀ[�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW·V�VLJQDWXUH�WR�&KDUWHUV��PLQXWHV� 
  of  meetings of  the Supreme Lodge and of  the Supreme  

  Council or of  the Executive Committee of  the Supreme  

  Council, orders of  payment of  the Supreme Lodge, checks  

  issued by the National Treasurer, and to all documents which 

  invest the responsibility of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �K���7R� EH� DQ� H[�RIÀFLR� PHPEHU� RI � DOO� FRPPLWWHHV� DQG� 
  commissions of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �L���7R� GR� DOO� WKLQJV�ZKLFK� WKH�1DWLRQDO� 3UHVLGHQW�PD\� GHHP� 
  necessary and advisable to promote the welfare and interest  

  of  the Order and of  the members thereof; provided the  

  National President’s acts and doings are within the scope of   

  the laws of  the Order and not in violation thereof. 

� �M���7R�VXEPLW� WKH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW·V�GHWDLOHG�ZULWWHQ� UHSRUW� 
  and to give an oral summary thereof  to the biennial Supreme 

  Convention. 

� �N���7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�DSSRLQW�6SHFLDO 
  National Deputies, with the approval of  the Supreme Council.  

  These Special National Deputies shall be the personal  

  representatives of  the National President to carry out whatever  

  functions the National President requests of  them. 

� �O���7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�VKDOO�DOVR�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�DSSRLQW� 
  the chairman of  the Supreme Cabinet. 

� �P��7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�PD\�DSSRLQW� D�1DWLRQDO�&KDSODLQ�� 
  with the approval of  the Supreme Council, whose primary 

  duty shall be to conduct, whenever practicable, all religious 

  exercises of  the Supreme Lodge. The National Chaplain shall  

� � DOVR�SHUIRUP�VXFK�RWKHU�GXWLHV�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�DV�VKDOO� 
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� � EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
  President. The National Chaplain shall be selected from 

  among the members but the National Chaplain shall not be 

� � FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS
$57������7KH�1DWLRQDO�)LUVW�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�VHFRQG�UDQNLQJ�
RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�DQG�DVVLVWV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�� 
In case the National President is absent or is unable to act, the  

National First Vice President assumes the duties and prerogatives 

of  the National President. 

� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�6HFRQG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�WKLUG�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�
of  the Supreme Council. In the absence of  the National President 

and of  the National First Vice President, the National Second Vice 

President shall preside and act in their stead. 

� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�7KLUG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�IRXUWK�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�
of  the Supreme Council. In the absence of  the National President 

and of  the National First and Second Vice Presidents, the National 

Third Vice President shall preside and act in their stead. 

� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�)RXUWK�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�ÀIWK�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�
of  the Supreme Council. In the absence of  the National President 

and of  the National First, Second, and Third Vice Presidents, the 

National Fourth Vice President shall preside and act in their stead. 

� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�)LIWK�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�WKH�VL[WK�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�RI �
the Supreme Council. In the absence of  the National President and 

of  the National First, Second, Third, and Fourth Vice Presidents, 

the National Fifth Vice President shall preside and act in their stead.

NATIONAL IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
$57�� ���� 7KH�1DWLRQDO� ,PPHGLDWH� 3DVW� 3UHVLGHQW� LV� WKH� VHYHQWK� 
UDQNLQJ� RIÀFHU� RI � WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXQFLO�� ,Q� WKH� DEVHQFH� RI � WKH� 
National President and the National Vice Presidents, the National 

,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�DVVXPHV�WKH�RIÀFH�RI �1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW� 
and acts in the National President’s stead, with like powers and  
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prerogatives. 

$57�� ���� 7KH� RIÀFH� RI �1DWLRQDO� ,PPHGLDWH� 3DVW� 3UHVLGHQW� VKDOO�
be given to the member who has served one full term as National  

President immediately preceding the incumbent. If, due to death, 

GLVTXDOLÀFDWLRQ��UHVLJQDWLRQ��RU�UHPRYDO�IURP�RIÀFH�� WKH�RIÀFH�RI �
1DWLRQDO�,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�EHFRPHV�YDFDQW��WKH�RIÀFH�VKDOO�
EH� ÀOOHG� IURP� WKH� SUHFHGLQJ� IRUPHU� 1DWLRQDO� 3UHVLGHQWV� LQ� WKH� 
LQYHUWHG�RUGHU�RI �WKHLU�WHQXUH�RI �RIÀFH�

NATIONAL ORATOR
$57������7KH�1DWLRQDO�2UDWRU�LV�WKH�HLJKWK�UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�
Supreme Lodge. Whenever requested by the National President, the 

National Orator gives opinions on the interpretation of  the laws of  

the Order. The National Orator is also charged with the duty of  

enforcing the judiciary laws of  the Order. The National Orator’s 

special duties and prerogatives are: 

� �D���7R� VXSHUYLVH� DQG� FRQWURO� MXGLFLDU\� DFWLRQV� RI � WKH� HQWLUH� 
  Order and particularly those in which the Supreme Lodge is  

  directly involved. 

� �E���7R� JLYH� DQ� RSLQLRQ�RQ� WKH� OHJDOLW\� RI � DOO� FRQWURYHUVLHV� RU� 
  complaints of  an administrative nature submitted to the  

  Supreme Council for determination. In respect to these  

  matters the National Orator acts as the investigator of  the 

� � 6XSUHPH� &RXQFLO� DQG� WKH� UHODWRU� RI � WKH� ÀQGLQJV� WR� WKH� 
  Supreme Council. 

� �F���,Q� SUHIHUULQJ� FKDUJHV� DJDLQVW� PHPEHUV� RU� RIÀFHUV� RU� LQ� 
  prosecuting those charges before the proper authorities of   

  the ranking units of  the Order, the National Orator acts  

  under the direction of  the National President, or the  

  Supreme Council, or on the National Orator’s own initiative. 

� �G���7R�DFFHSW��SURVHFXWH�RU�UHMHFW�FRPSODLQWV�IRUZDUGHG�WR�WKH 
  National Orator for appropriate action or to transmit such 

  complaints to the proper authorities in the ranking units of  the  

  Order; provided there is reasonable cause for the National  

  Orator to accept, prosecute or reject such complaints and 

  the National Orator’s act, relating thereto, conforms with 

  the laws of  the Order. 
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� �H���7R� JLYH� DQ� RSLQLRQ� RQ� WKH� OHJDO� PHULW� RI � DSSHDOV� DQG� 
  controversies of  all types which reach the Supreme Lodge 

  and to present the version of  the Supreme Council or of  the 

  Supreme Lodge, within the purview of  the laws of  the Order,  

  to the appropriate authorities in the ranking units of  the  

  Order before whom such appeals and controversies are to be  

  determined. 

� �I���7R� DSSHDU� HLWKHU� LQ� SHUVRQ� RU� E\� GHSXW\� EHIRUH� SURSHU� 
  authorities in the ranking units of  the Order in behalf  of  the 

  Supreme Lodge to urge the enforcement of  the laws of  the 

  Order and to prosecute those charged with violations,  

  particularly before the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission. 

� �J���7R�DSSRLQW��E\�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�FRQVHQW�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO� 
  or of  the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council,  

  deputies to assist the National Orator in the discharge of  the 

  National Orator’s duties. 

� �K���7R�JLYH�D�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ�RI �KLV�DFWV�DQG 

  doings relative to the judiciary activities of  the Supreme  

� � /RGJH�GXULQJ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2UDWRU·V�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH�

NATIONAL RECORDING SECRETARY
$57������7KH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�LV�WKH�FXVWRGLDQ�RI �WKH�
archives of  the Supreme Lodge and is the keeper of  its seal. The  

National Recording Secretary’s duties are: 

� �D���7R� NHHS� WKH� UHFRUGV� RI � WKH� 6XSUHPH� /RGJH� DQG� EH� WKH� 
  custodian of  the Charter. 

� �E���7R�VHQG�QRWLFHV�RI �PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��RI �WKH� 
  Supreme Council, and of  the Executive Committee of  the 

  Supreme Council, specifying the date of  the meeting and the 

  Order of  the Day. 

� �F��7R�WDNH�WKH�PLQXWHV�RI �WKH�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��RI � 
  the Supreme Council, and of  the Executive Committee of  the  

  Supreme Council and spread them of  record following their  

  approval. 

� �G���7R�WDNH�WKH�PLQXWHV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ��6XSUHPH� 
  Lodge of  the Supreme Council Meetings, Supreme Lodge  

  Arbitration Commission, Supreme Council and the Executive 

  Committee of  the Supreme Council Meetings. A summary of  
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  the minutes of  the Convention and Meetings addressed in  

� � WKLV�VXEGLYLVLRQ�VKDOO�EH�PDGH�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�VL[W\������GD\V 
  after the Supreme Convention as well as the Meetings  

  described in the subdivision. A copy of  all minutes shall be 

� � IRUZDUGHG�WR�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV��1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV��6XSUHPH� 
  Council Members, National Arbitration Commission  

  Members and National Executive Members. 

� �H���7R�DYDLO�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�RI �WKH�VHUYLFH�RI �D 
  competent stenographer to assist the National Recording 

  Secretary in spreading the minutes of  record and to compile  

  the summary of  such minutes. 

� �I���7R�FDUH�IRU�DQG�DQVZHU�DOO�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�UHODWLQJ�WR�URXWLQH 
  administrative affairs and to refer and submit to the National  

  President such correspondence that may require special  

  attention under the laws of  the Order. 

� �J���7R� DFW� DV� WKH� FOHUN� RI � WKH� 6XSUHPH� /RGJH� $UELWUDWLRQ� 
  Commission when such Commission is in session, except in case  

  the National Recording Secretary is an interested party. 

� �K���7R�NHHS�XS�WR�GDWH�WKH�IROORZLQJ��
  1.  The roll of  the Grand Lodges, including the names and  

� � � DGGUHVVHV�RI �WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��DQG�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV� 
   thereof. 

  2.  The roll of  the Local Lodges under the direct and  

   immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge, including  

� � � WKH�QDPHV�DQG�DGGUHVVHV�RI �WKH�RIÀFHUV�FRQVWLWXWLQJ�WKH� 
   Council of  such Local Lodges. 

  3.  The list of  all of  the commissions and committees elected by 

   the Supreme Convention or appointed by the National  

� � � 3UHVLGHQW�DQG�FRQÀUPHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �L���7R�UHFRUG�DQG�ÀOH�DOO�LQFRPLQJ�DQG�RXWJRLQJ�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� 
� � DQG�LQVWLWXWH�D�ÀOLQJ�V\VWHP�E\�ZKLFK�VXFK�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH� 
  may be preserved and protected. 

� �M���7R�JLYH�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ�UHODWLYH� 
  to the activities of  the Grand Lodges and the membership  

  standing thereof. 

� �N���7R�DFW�DV� WKH�VROH� LQWHUPHGLDU\� WKURXJK�ZKRP�WKH�*UDQG� 
� � /RGJHV��DQG�WKHLU�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��DQG�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJHV�XQGHU� 
� � WKH� MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI � WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�� DQG� WKHLU�RIÀFHUV� 
  may communicate with the Supreme Council; provided,  
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� � KRZHYHU��WKDW�VXFK�*UDQG�/RGJHV�DQG�WKHLU�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV� 
� � DQG� VXFK� /RFDO� /RGJHV�� DQG� WKHLU� RIÀFHUV� VKDOO� QRW� EH� 
  precluded from corresponding with the Supreme Council or  

  with the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council  

  through the National President. 

� �O���7R�SUHIRUP�VXFK�RWKHU�GXWLHV�ZKLFK�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�RU� 
  the National President may impose upon the National  

� � 5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�LQ�PDWWHUV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�RU�ZKLFK� 
� � PD\�EH�LPSRVHG�XSRQ�WKH�RIÀFH�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��
� �P��$Q\�RI �WKHVH�GXWLHV�PD\�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�([HFXWLYH� 
  Director by the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council.  

� � �$UW����^G`�UHYLVHG������������²FF

NATIONAL FINANCIAL SECRETARY
$57������7KH�1DWLRQDO�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\�LV�WKH�DFFRXQWDQW�RI �WKH�
Supreme Lodge, who is the custodian of  the records of  account and 

has charge of  regalia and supplies to be sold to the Grand Lodges of  

the Order. The National Financial Secretary’s duties are: 

� �D���7R�FROOHFW�GXHV��&DSLWD�7D[��DVVHVVPHQWV��DQG�PRQH\�SD\DEOH� 
  to the Supreme Lodge. 

� �E���7R�VLJQ�QRWLFHV�RI �SD\PHQW�DQG�GUDZ�YRXFKHUV�IRU�WKH�RUGLQDU\� 
  administrative disbursements to be made by the Supreme  

  Lodge and for all other expenses approved either by the  

  Supreme Lodge, by the Supreme Council, or by the Executive  

  Committee of  the Supreme Council whenever proper bills or  

  statements have been presented to the National Financial  

  Secretary. The vouchers, duly signed by the National Financial  

  Secretary, are then to be transmitted to the National Trea-

  surer. 

� �F���7R�NHHS�ERRNV�RI �DFFRXQW�XS�WR�GDWH��VKRZLQJ�WKH�LQFRPH�DQG� 
  disbursements made by the Supreme Lodge. 

� �G���7R�SUHVHQW�D�VXPPDUL]HG�VWDWHPHQW�RI �WKH�IXQGV�RQ�KDQG�DQG� 
  of  the disbursements to be made at each regular meeting of  

  the Supreme Council. 

� �H���7R�FRQVLJQ��HLWKHU�LQ�SHUVRQ�RU�E\�PDLO��FKHFNV�GUDZQ�E\�WKH� 
  National Treasurer and delivered to the National Financial  

  Secretary for the payee thereof; provided such checks have  
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  been issued pursuant to proper vouchers therefor. 

� �I���7R� DQQRXQFH�*UDQG� /RGJHV� DQG� /RFDO� /RGJHV�� XQGHU� WKH� 
  jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge, to the Supreme Council  

  whenever they are in arrears with the payment of  the Capita  

  Tax, dues, and assessments due to the Supreme Lodge. 

� �J���7R� FRPSXWH� DQG� SUHVHQW� WR� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXQFLO� WKH� 
  estimated budget for the Supreme Lodge. 

� �K���7R�PDLQWDLQ� D� VHSDUDWH� EDQN� DFFRXQW� LQ� D� EDQN� SUHYLRXVO\� 
  designated by the Supreme Council where a sum of  money,  

  not to exceed $500.00, may be deposited in the name of  the  

  Supreme Lodge, from which account the National Financial  

  Secretary may draw sums from time to time with which to 

  meet the small expenses incident to the administration of  the  

� � DIIDLUV�RI �WKH�RIÀFH�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH��SURYLGHG��KRZHYHU�� 
  that the National Financial Secretary must keep a strict  

  account of  such expenses and furnish an itemized statement  

  thereof  to the Supreme Council and to the National President  

  whenever requested to do so. 

� �L��� 7R�YLVLW�WKRVH�*UDQG�/RGJHV�DQG�/RFDO�/RGJHV�LQ�DUUHDUV�ZLWK� 
  their payment of  Capita Tax, dues, and assessments whenever  

  directed by the Supreme Council or by the Executive Committee  

  of  the Supreme Council. In the course of  such visits, the  

  National Financial Secretary shall investigate the status of  the  

  Grand Lodge or of  the Local Lodge to ascertain the reason 

  such payment has not been made and give a report of  the  

� � ÀQGLQJV� WR� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXQFLO� RU� WR� WKH� ([HFXWLYH� 
  Committee of  the Supreme Council. Moreover, the National 

  Financial Secretary shall assist and cooperate with the Grand  

  Lodge or Local Lodge and strive to induce them to pay the 

  arrearage. 

� �M��� 7R� PDNH� XS� DQ� DQDO\WLFDO� DQG� GHWDLOHG� VWDWHPHQW� RI � WKH� L 
� � QFRPH�DQG�H[SHQGLWXUHV�DW� WKH�HQG�RI �HDFK�ÀVFDO�\HDU�DQG� 
  forward a copy of  such statement to the Local Lodge under the  

  direct and immediate jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �N���7R�SUHSDUH�D�ÀQDQFLDO�UHSRUW�ZKLFK�UHÁHFWV�WKH�ÀQDO�DFFRXQW 
  of  the two-year term preceding the regular Supreme  

  Convention. The correctness of  the items included in such 

� � ÀQDQFLDO� UHSRUW� DQG� WKH� UHSRUW� LWVHOI � VKDOO� EH� YHULÀHG� DQG� 
� � DWWHVWHG�E\�D�GXO\�OLFHQVHG�&HUWLÀHG�3XEOLF�$FFRXQWDQW��
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� �O��� 7R� SHUIRUP� VXFK� DQG� RWKHU� DGGLWLRQDO� GXWLHV�� LQ� PDWWHUV� 
� � SHUWDLQLQJ� WR� WKH�RIÀFH��ZKLFK� WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�RU� WKH 
  National President, may from time to time impose upon the  

� � RIÀFH��
� �P��7R�SRVW�ERQG�DV�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �Q���$Q\�RI �WKHVH�GXWLHV�PD\�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�([HFXWLYH 
  Director by the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council. 

NATIONAL TREASURER
ART. 90. The National Treasurer is the depository of  all the funds of   

the Supreme Lodge and is the custodian of  all instruments evidencing  

title or claim to real and personal property owned or possessed 

by the Supreme Lodge. In addition, the National Treasurer is the  

custodian of  the securities and other incidental instruments which 

constitute the investment or reserve of  the Supreme Lodge or of  its 

institutions; provided the laws of  the Order do not provide other-

ZLVH��:LWKLQ�ÀYH�GD\V�IURP�WKH�GDWH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�7UHDVXUHU�UHFHLYHV�
funds from the National Financial Secretary, the National Treasurer 

shall deposit them in savings or checking accounts, in the name of  

the Supreme Lodge, Order Sons of  Italy in America, Inc. in a bank 

or banks previously designated by the Supreme Council. The other 

duties of  the National Treasurer are: 

� �D���7R�NHHS�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�XS�WR�GDWH�D�FDVK�ERRN��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH 
  National Treasurer records all of  the money received and  

  disbursed by him for the Supreme Lodge and in which the 

  National Treasurer notes the number of  the voucher and the  

  number of  the check issued therefor. 

� �E���7R�LVVXH��VLJQ��DQG�GHOLYHU�FKHFNV�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�)LQDQFLDO 
  Secretary upon proper vouchers being presented to the  

  National Treasurer; provided such checks bear the signatures  

  of  the National President and of  the National Financial  

  Secretary in addition to the National Treasurer’s. 

� �F���7R�JLYH�D�VXPPDUL]HG�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDWHPHQW��VKRZLQJ�LQFRPH� 
  and disbursements, at each meeting of  the Supreme Council. 

� �G���7R�JLYH�D�UHSRUW�RI �WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDQGLQJ�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH 
  Lodge at each biennial Supreme Convention, giving a  

  detailed statement of  the assets and liabilities of  the Supreme  

� � /RGJH�GXULQJ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�7UHDVXUHU·V�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH��
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� �H���7R� SHUIRUP� VXFK� RWKHU� DQG� DGGLWLRQDO� GXWLHV�� LQ� PDWWHUV� 
� � SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�RIÀFH��ZKLFK�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�RU�WKH� 
  National President may from time to time impose upon the 

� � RIÀFH��
� �I���7R�SRVW�ERQG�DV�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �J���$Q\�RI �WKHVH�GXWLHV�PD\�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�([HFXWLYH� 
  Director by the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council.

NATIONAL HISTORIAN
ART. 91. The National Historian is the custodian of  the archival 

records of  the Order. The duties of  the National Historian are: 

� �D���7R�RUJDQL]H�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�UHFRUGV�RI �WKH�2U�� �
  der. 

� �E���7R� HVWDEOLVK� DQG� FRQWURO� D� SHUPDQHQW� UHSRVLWRU\� IRU� WKH� 
  records of  the Order. 

� �F���7R�UHFHLYH�DQG�SUHVHUYH�KLVWRULFDO�UHFRUGV�IRUZDUGHG�E\�WKH 
  Supreme Lodge, Grand Lodges, and Local Lodges under the 

  immediate jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �G���7R� DGYLVH� *UDQG� /RGJHV� DQG� /RFDO� /RGJHV� XQGHU� WKH� 
  immediate jurisdiction of  the Supreme Lodge on retrieval,  

  organizing and maintaining historical records of  the Order. 

� �H���7R� SHUIRUP� VXFK� RWKHU� GXWLHV� SHUWDLQLQJ� WR� DQG� LPSRVHG� 
� � XSRQ� WKH� RIÀFH� E\� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXQFLO�� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 
  President or the laws of  the Order. 

� �I���7R�JLYH�D�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ�RI �WKH�DFWLYLWLHV 
� � RFFXUULQJ�UHODWLYH�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�GXULQJ�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�ELHQQLXP��

NATIONAL TRUSTEES
ART. 92. The National Trustees audit the books of  the National 

Financial Secretary and of  the National Treasurer. In addition, they 

shall inspect and audit all other books, reports, statements, and other 

GRFXPHQWV��ZKLFK�UHODWH�WR�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�UHVRXUFHV�RI �
the Supreme Lodge. 

 They shall also perform such other duties, within the jurisdiction 

of  their respective Grand Lodges, as may be assigned to them by 

the National President, at the request of  the Grand Council of  their 
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State. 

� ,I �WKH�1DWLRQDO�7UXVWHHV��XSRQ�LQVSHFWLRQ�DQG�DXGLW��ÀQG�VXFK�
books, reports, statements, and other documents to be correct, they 

VKDOO�FHUWLI\�DV�WR�WKH�FRUUHFWQHVV�RI �WKHP�E\�DIÀ[LQJ�WKHLU�VLJQDWXUH�
WKHUHWR��7KH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�PXVW�EHDU�WKH�VLJQDWXUHV�RI �DW� OHDVW�ÀYH�
1DWLRQDO�7UXVWHHV��7KH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�PXVW�EHDU�WKH�VLJQDWXUH�RI �DW�
least three National Trustees who shall not be members of  the same 

Grand Lodge.

STATE PRESIDENTS
ART. 93. The State Presidents of  the Grand Lodges in good standing 

DUH�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�IRU�WKH�VSHFLÀF�SXUSRVHV�RI �
insuring unity of  action and harmony between the Grand Lodges 

and the Supreme Lodge in the activities of  the Order. 

 Whenever the Supreme Council has for determination a question 

which concerns or involves any particular Grand Lodge, the State 

President of  that Grand Lodge shall be precluded from voting on 

such question. 

 Whenever a State President deems it advisable to be substituted 

in the attendance of  a meeting of  the Supreme Council, the State 

3UHVLGHQW�PD\�DSSRLQW�D�6WDWH�2IÀFHU�RI �WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW·V�*UDQG�
Lodge to attend the meeting in the State President’s stead; provided  

such appointment is duly communicated to the National Recording 

Secretary prior to the opening of  the meeting of  the Supreme Coun-

cil.

ART. 94. RESERVED 

�$UW�����GHOHWHG������������

SUPREME LODGE ARBITRATION 
COMMISSION AND SUPREME COURT OF 

THE ORDER
ART. 95. The Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission and the  

Supreme Court of  the Order are the judicial tribunals of  the  

Supreme Lodge. The rules and regulations which prescribe the 

                                   General Laws



�������������������������������������     Revised October 2021

mode of  procedure, the jurisdiction, the powers and the revenue in-

cident to the functioning of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Com-

mission and the Supreme Court of  the Order are set forth in the 

Judicial Code of  the Order. 

 The Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission is composed of  

ÀYH� ���� UHJXODU�PHPEHUV�� NQRZQ� DV� &RPPLVVLRQHUV�� DQG� ÀYH� ���� 
alternate members, known as Alternate Commissioners. The  

Supreme Lodge Commissioners and the Supreme Lodge  

Alternate Commissioners are elected at the biennial convention of  

WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI � WZR�����\HDUV�DQG�VKDOO� VHUYH�
until their successors are elected and installed. Whenever a vacancy 

RFFXUV�DPRQJ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQHUV��LW�VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�WKH�$OWHUQDWH�
Commissioner who received the highest number of  votes during 

the election of  the Alternate Commissioners. There can be only one  

delegate serving from any one Grand Lodge as an Arbitration  

commissioner and only one delegate from any one Grand Lodge 

serving as an Alternate Arbitration Commissioner. 

 The Supreme Court of  the Order is composed of  all of  the 

State Presidents of  the Grand Lodges of  the Order, except the 

6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�V��RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�V��IURP�ZKLFK�WKH�FDXVH�IRU�
judicial determination arose. 

�$UW�����UHYLVHG�������������FF

SUPREME CABINET
ART. 96. The Supreme Cabinet shall be composed of  all the State 

Presidents. The purposes of  the Supreme Cabinet are to consider, 

discuss and make recommendations to the Supreme Council on any 

programs wherein the need for fund raising is indicated, as well 

as any problems or programs which the National President, the  

Supreme Council, or the Supreme Cabinet, on its own motion, 

may present to said cabinet for consideration, discussion and  

recommendation.

MORTUARY FUND
ART. 97. The Supreme Lodge, through its Supreme Council, may, 

within the limits of  any State and in compliance with the laws thereof,  
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institute a Mortuary Fund for those Locl Lodges which are under 

its direct jurisdiction and such Mortuary Fund may be made avail-

able to those Grand Lodges which do not have a Mortuary Fund of  

their own and to which such Grand Lodges may elect to subscribe. 

 The Supreme Lodge through its Supreme Council may also  

authorize any Grand Lodge to institute and/or extend its Mortuary 

Fund to any other Grand Lodge which may elect to subscribe to it.

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON MEMBERSHIP 
AND EXPANSION 

$57�������7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�VKDOO�DSSRLQW�D�1DWLRQDO�0HPEHU-
VKLS�&RPPLVVLRQ�&KDLUSHUVRQ�DQG�QRW�OHVV�WKDQ�QLQH�����PHPEHUV�
of  the Commission from throughout the country. The duties of  the 

National Membership Commission are as follows: 

� � �D��7R�GHYHORS�LGHDV��SURMHFWV��DQG�SURJUDPV�WR�LQFUHDVH�
   gen eral and At Large membership.

� � �E��7R�UHSRUW�WKURXJK�LWV�FKDLU�RU�GHVLJQHH�DW�HDFK�SOHQDU\�
   and executive session the status of  membership and a 

   summary of  the Commission’s activities during the pre-  

   ceding period. 

� � �F��7R�PDNH�D�GHWDLOHG�UHSRUW�WKURXJK�LWV�FKDLU�RU�GHVLJQHH�
   at every Supreme Convention on its activities during the 

   past biennium. 

�$UW�����²�'HOHWHG�LQ�(QWLUHW\��������������FF
�$UW�����UHYLVHG�������������PG

MEETINGS
ART. 99. The Supreme Lodge shall hold its Supreme Convention 

once every two years during the months of  August or September 

at the place previously designated by the preceding regular Supreme 

&RQYHQWLRQ��7KH�GXUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�LV�WR�EH�À[HG�E\�WKH�
Supreme Council with due regard to the good of  the Order and to 

the order of  the day. The Grand Lodge President in the State where 

the National Convention is to be held shall be a member of  the  

National Convention Committee. 

 If  the Supreme Council fails to convene the Supreme Convention 

within two years and at the time required by the laws of  the Order, 
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the members of  the Supreme Council at fault shall be considered as 

GLVPLVVHG�IURP�RIÀFH�DV�RI �WKH�ODVW�GD\�RI �WKH�PRQWK�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�
such convention was to have been convened. This Article shall not 

HIIHFW� WKH�GLVPLVVDO�RI � WKH�RIÀFHUV�RI � WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�ZKR�
were not called at which the convocation of  the Convention should 

KDYH�EHHQ�GHWHUPLQHG��:KHQ�WKH�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�
shall have been dismissed pursuant to this Article, the powers and  

prerogatives of  the Supreme Council shall rest in the State  

Presidents of  the Grand Lodges. Thereafter the State Presidents of  

those Grand Lodges in good standing shall be called to a meeting to 

determine upon the convocation of  the Supreme Convention. If  the 

convocation of  the Convention is determined, the State Presidents  

shall order the convocation of  the Supreme Convention in like  

manner as though it has been convoked by the Supreme Council. 

 The Supreme Lodge meets in Special Supreme Convention at 

WKH�SODFH�DQG�GDWH�SUHYLRXVO\�À[HG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��ZKHQ�
such meeting is called by the Supreme Council while in plenary ses-

sion; provided an absolute majority of  the votes are cast for such 

Special Supreme Convention, or by written request of  a majority of   

WKH�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�GXO\�TXDOLÀHG� WR�YRWH��SURYLGHG� WKH�PDMRULW\� 
of  National Delegates requesting such meeting are members of  

Grand Lodges which are in good standing with the Supreme Lodge. 

 When a regular session of  the Supreme Lodge is called, the notice  

calling the Supreme Convention into session shall be sent no less than 

ÀIWHHQ� �����GD\V�SULRU� WR� WKH�GDWH�À[HG� IRU� WKH�ÀUVW�FRQYRFDWLRQ��
7KH�QRWLFH�PXVW�VSHFLI\�WKH�SODFH�DQG�WKH�KRXU�RI �WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�VHF-
ond convocation and must be sent electronically or by regular mail 

to each delegate. In addition, the notice must be accompanied by a 

copy of  all the proposed amendments to the laws of  the Supreme 

Lodge whether such amendments are proposed by the Grand Lodges 

or by the Supreme Council together with reports of  the National 

3UHVLGHQW�DQG�RWKHU�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV��UHTXLUHG�WR�UHSRUW�E\�WKHVH�
General Laws, and the reports of  the Committees and Commissions 

established by the Supreme Lodge. Moreover, there shall be an  

LQWHUYDO�RI �DW� OHDVW�WKUHH�KRXUV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ÀUVW�FRQYRFDWLRQ�DQG�
the second convocation of  the Supreme Convention. 

 When a special session of  the Supreme Lodge is called, the notice 

calling the Special Supreme Convention into session shall be sent no  

OHVV� WKDQ� ÀIWHHQ� ����� GD\V� SULRU� WR� WKH� GDWH� À[HG� IRU� WKH� ÀUVW� 
convocation. The notice must be accompanied by the Orders of  the 
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Day, setting forth the purpose for which the session is convened. 

� ,I �D�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�DQG�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�
KDYLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�EH�SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�ÀUVW�FRQYRFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�
Regular or Special Supreme Convention, the session may be legally 

opened. When the second convocation is made, the session shall be 

OHJDO�IRU�DOO�SXUSRVHV�UHJDUGOHVV�RI �WKH�QXPEHU�RI �1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�
and National Delegates present. 

 

After the Supreme Convention has been called to order, the session  

must be opened, conducted and closed in conformity with the  

provisions of  the Ritual. To facilitate the dispatch of  the business of  

the Supreme Lodge, the assembly may adopt such rules and regula-

tions as it may deem necessary to the proper consideration of  the 

Orders of  the Day; provided the following rules are observed: 

� �D��1R�PRWLRQ�VKDOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�DQG�YRWHG�XSRQ�XQOHVV�LW�KDV� 
  been duly seconded and such motion has been announced  

� � E\�WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU��
� �E���1R� RWKHU�PRWLRQ� VKDOO� EH�PDGH�� ZKLOH� WKHUH� LV� D�PRWLRQ� 
  pending before the assembly, except a motion to adjourn, a  

  call for order, or a motion to determine the priority of   

  discussions on pending proposals, or subsidiary, incidental,   

  and privileged motions. 

� �F��1R�PRWLRQ� WR� UHFRQVLGHU� VKDOO� EH� HQWHUWDLQHG� XQOHVV� LW� LV 
  made by a person who voted in favor of  the adopted motion  

  and seconded by a person who voted in favor of  such  

  adopted motion. 

� �G���:KHQHYHU�REMHFWLRQ�LV�PDGH�WR�WKH�UHDGLQJ�RI �DQ\�GRFXPHQW� 
  the objection must be stated in form of  a motion to be voted  

  on without discussion. 

� �H���:KHQHYHU� D� PRWLRQ� LV� PDGH� WR� OLPLW� GLVFXVVLRQ� RQ� DQ\� 
  motion, or to adjourn, such motion shall be put to a vote, if   

  seconded, without discussion. 

� �I���:KHQHYHU�D�PRWLRQ�RQ�D�SRLQW�RI �ODZ�RU�D�PRWLRQ�RQ�D�SRLQW 
  of  order is made, such motion, if  seconded, must be put to 

  an immediate vote by the assembly without discussion. 

� �J���7KH�GHFLVLRQ�UHQGHUHG�E\�WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�RQ�DOO�PRWLRQV 
� � IRU�RUGHU�VKDOO�EH�ÀQDO��H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�ULJKW�WR�DSSHDO�WR�WKH� 
� � DVVHPEO\�� ,I � DQ� DSSHDO� LV� WDNHQ�� WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�ZKR� 
� � UHQGHUHG�WKH�UXOLQJ�PXVW�OHDYH�WKH�FKDLU�DQG�WKH�RIÀFHU�QH[W� 
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  in line be substituted in his place. Thereafter, the presiding 

� � RIÀFHU�ZKR�UHQGHUHG�WKH�UXOLQJ�DQG�WKH�DSSHOODQW�PD\�WDNH� 
� � WKH�ÁRRU�DQG�SUHVHQW�UHDVRQV�DQG�H[SODQDWLRQV�LQ�IDYRU�RU 
  against the ruling rendered. Upon termination of  the  

  discussion, the assembly shall vote on the ruling and either  

� � DIÀUP�RU�UHMHFW�LW��
� �K���7KH�EXVLQHVV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ�LV�WR�EH�WUDQVDFWHG� 
  in conformity with the laws of  the Order, the Ritual and  

  under the forms of  Parliamentary Procedure as prescribed in 

� � 5REHUWV·�5XOHV�RI �2UGHU��,Q�FDVH�RI �FRQÁLFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ODZV� 
  of  the Order and Roberts’ Rules, the laws of  the Order shall  

  prevail. 

� �L���0LQXWHV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ�VKDOO�EH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH 
  to all members of  the Supreme Council, members of  the  

  Sons of  Italy Foundation and members of  the Commission 

� � IRU�6RFLDO�-XVWLFH�ZLWKLQ�VL[W\������GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ 

  of  the convention. 

�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������²FF�
�$UW�����UHYLVHG������������²FF
�$UW�����UHYLVHG�������������PG

RECEIPTS
ART. 100. The revenue of  the Supreme Lodge is derived from: 

� �D���7KH�&DSLWD�7D[�À[HG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ�DQG�SDLG 

  directly by the Local Lodges through the Grand Lodge or by  

  the Local Lodges under the immediate jurisdiction of  the  

  Supreme Lodge directly to the Supreme Lodge. 

� �E���7KH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RU�LQLWLDWLRQ�IHH�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH��
  Council and paid by the Local Lodges through the Grand   

  Lodge or by the Local Lodges directly to the Supreme   

� � /RGJH��7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH�ZLWKLQ�ÀIWHHQ������GD\V�DIWHU�WKH���
  close of  each quarter shall certify the number of  new   

� � PHPEHUV�IRU�WKH�TXDUWHU�SXUVXDQW�WR�$UWLFOH����O��DQG�UHPLW��
  payment.

� �F���7KH�&KDUWHU�FKDUJH��DV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQ�� �
  cil, to be paid by each newly formed Grand Lodge. 

� �G���7KH�&KDUWHU�FKDUJH��DV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQ� �
 cil, to be paid by each newly formed Local Lodge under the   

  direct and immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge. 

General Laws
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� �H���7KH�&KDUWHU�FKDUJH��DV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
  to be paid by each newly formed Local Lodge under the   

  jurisdiction of  a Grand Lodge. 

� �I���7KH�ÀOLQJ�IHHV�VSHFLÀHG�LQ�WKH�-XGLFLDO�&RGH�RI �WKH�2UGHU� 
� � $UWLFOHV����DQG�����ZKLFK�DUH�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�D�FRPSODLQW�RU 
� � DSSHDO�ÀOHG�ZLWK�WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ 

  or the Supreme Court of  the Order. 

� �J���7KH�SURFHHGV�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�VDOH�RI �UHJDOLD�DQG�VXSSOLHV� 
  to the Grand Lodge and to the Local Lodges under the direct  

  and immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �K���3UHPLXPV� DQG� DVVHVVPHQWV� ZKLFK� PLJKW� EH� LPSRVHG� IRU� 
� � SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�EHQHÀWV�DIIRUGHG�E\�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZKLFK 

  may be established by the Supreme Lodge. 

 All other lawful means of  raising funds common to fraternal  

organizations such as OSIA, as may from time to time be authorized  

by the Executive Committee of  the Supreme Council with the  

concurrent or subsequent approval of  the Supreme Council. 

 All payments due the Supreme Lodge shall be remitted to the 

1DWLRQDO�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\�ZLWKLQ�ÀIWHHQ������GD\V�RI �WKH�GDWH�GXH��
Late payments shall be subject to interest charges at the rate of  one 

����SHUFHQW�VLPSOH�LQWHUHVW�SHU�PRQWK�RU�SRUWLRQ�RI �D�PRQWK�GXULQJ�
which the payment is overdue. It is the responsibility of  the Grand 

Lodge to see that its payments are made timely.

�$UW������UHYLVHG������������

DISBURSEMENTS
ART. 101. The Supreme Lodge may make disbursements for the 

following purposes: 

� �D���7R�SD\�WKH�RUGLQDU\�H[SHQVHV�RI �DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�EDVLV 
  of  the estimated budget compiled by the Supreme Council  

  and approved by the preceding Supreme Convention. 

� �E���7R�SD\�WKH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�H[SHQVHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�DSSURYHG� 
  by the plenary session of  the Supreme Council. 

� �F���7R�SD\�VXFK�XQIRUHVHHQ�H[SHQVHV�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�LQFLGHQW�WR� 
  the purposes of  the Order. 

� �G���7R� SD\� 0RUWXDU\� DQG� RWKHU� EHQHÀWV� ZKLFK� PD\� EH� 
  established by the Supreme Lodge.
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CHAPTER FIVE - GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATION

CHARTERS AND ARTICLES OF 
INCORPORATION

ART. 102. The Grand Lodges and the Local Lodges may be  

incorporated under the laws of  the State wherein they are located;  

provided the purposes for which they are incorporated do not  

FRQÁLFW� ZLWK� WKH� ODZV�� LGHDOV�� DQG� SXUSRVHV� RI � WKH� 2UGHU�� DQG� 
provided further that the articles of  incorporation, before they 

DUH�ÀOHG�ZLWK� WKH�SXEOLF� DXWKRULWLHV� FRQFHUQHG�� DUH� VXEPLWWHG� IRU� 
approval: 

� �D���7R�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�ZKHQ�WKH\�FRQFHUQ�D�*UDQG�/RGJH� 
  or a Local Lodge under the direct jurisdiction of  the  

  Supreme Lodge. 

� �E���7R� WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�ZKHQ� WKH\� FRQFHUQ� D�/RFDO�/RGJH� 
  under the jurisdiction of  the Grand Lodge.

PROPOSALS TO AMEND THE GENERAL 
LAWS

ART. 103. The proposals to amend the laws of  the Order may be 

made by the Council of  the Local Lodge, by the Grand Council of  

the Grand Lodge, by the Supreme Council of  the Supreme Lodge, 

and by a regular member of  the Local Lodge, provided the follow-

ing procedure is observed: 

� �D���:KHQ� LW� LV�PDGH�E\� WKH�&RXQFLO�� WKH�5HFRUGLQJ� 6HFUHWDU\� 
  shall forward the proposal to the National Recording  

  Secretary, if  the Local Lodge is under the direct jurisdiction  

  of  the Supreme Lodge, or to the State Recording Secretary, if  

  the Local Lodge is under the jurisdiction of  the Grand  

� � /RGJH��QR�OHVV�WKDQ�WKUHH�PRQWKV�SULRU�WR�WKH�GDWH�À[HG�IRU 
  the Convention. If  the proposal affects the laws of  the  

  Supreme Lodge, the State Recording Secretary, upon receipt  

  thereof, shall forward the proposal to the National Recording  
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  Secretary. If  the proposal is received within the time  

  prescribed by this section, the National Recording Secretary  

  or the State Recording Secretary, as the case may be, shall  

  refer the proposal to the law committee. The law committee 

  shall determine whether the proposal is to be reported to the  

  Convention. Any appeal from the decision of  the law  

� � FRPPLWWHH�PD\�EH�WDNHQ�RQ�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�ÁRRU��
� �E���:KHQ� WKH�SURSRVDO� LV�PDGH�E\� D�*UDQG�/RGJH�RU�*UDQG 

  Council, the State Recording Secretary shall forward it to  

� � WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�QR�OHVV�WKDQ�IRUW\�ÀYH�GD\V 
� � SULRU� WR� WKH� GD\� À[HG� IRU� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RQYHQWLRQ�� 7KH� 
  proposal is to be inserted in the Orders of  the Day of  the 

  Supreme Convention. 

� �F���:KHQ�WKH�SURSRVDO�LV�PDGH�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��D�FRS\� 
  of  it shall be sent to each National Delegate and to each  

� � 1DWLRQDO� 2IÀFHU� ZLWK� WKH� QRWLFH� FDOOLQJ� WKH� 6XSUHPH� 
  Convention into session. 

� �G���:KHQ�LW�LV�PDGH�E\�D�UHJXODU�PHPEHU�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�� 
the proposal must be presented to the Recording Secretary  

of  the Local Lodge no less than three months prior to the 

GDWH�À[HG�IRU�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQ��7KH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\��XSRQ� 
receipt of  the proposal, shall forward it to the National  

Recording Secretary if  the Local Lodge is under the direct  

and immediate dependence of  the Supreme Lodge, or the  

Recording Secretary shall forward it to the State Recording  

Secretary if  the Local Lodge is under the jurisdiction of  

the Grand Lodge. If  the proposal affects the laws of  the  

Supreme Lodge, the State Recording Secretary shall forward  

it to the National Recording Secretary. If  the proposal is  

received within the time prescribed by this section, the  

National Recording Secretary or the State Recording  

Secretary, as the case may be, shall refer the proposal to the 

Supreme Bylaw Committee.  When using electronic com-

munication the regular member may forward the pro-

posal directly to the National Recording Secretary pro-

vided the Local Lodge Recording Secretary and the Grand 

Lodge Recording Secretary are CC’d on the proposal. 

The Supreme Bylaw Committee may decide not to report 

D� SURSRVDO� WR� WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�ÁRRU�� EXW� WKH�'HOHJDWHV� E\ 
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PDMRULW\�YRWH�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�ÀQDO�GHFLVLRQ�LI �WKH�SURSRVDO�LV 
to be considered by the Delegates. 

� �H���$OO�SURSRVDOV�WR�DPHQG�WKH�*HQHUDO�/DZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��WR�EH 
  considered at the Supreme Convention must have been sent  

� � WR�DOO�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�DQG�RIÀFHUV�DW�OHDVW����GD\V�EHIRUH 
  the opening date of  the convention

�I�� 'XULQJ� WKH� WLPH� EHWZHHQ� VFKHGXOHG� ELHQQLDO� 6XSUHPH�
Conventions, any member of  the Supreme Council may sub-

mit a proposal to amend the laws of  the Order, including 

the General Laws or the Constitution, to the National Ora-

tor, through the National Recording Secretary to be voted 

on by the Supreme Council while not in Convention.  Such 

proposal may go to such a vote upon a showing by the pro-

ponent that there is an emergent need to revise or amend the 

General Laws or the Constitution due to unforeseen, unex-

pected, or exigent circumstances.  The National Orator will 

forward the proposal to the National Bylaw Committee to be 

evaluated and recommendations made.  The National Bylaw 

Committee will return the proposal with their recommenda-

tions to the National Orator, who will present the proposal 

to the Supreme Council.  A 2/3 vote of  the Supreme Council 

is required to change the General Laws and a 3/4 vote is re-

quired to change the Constitution.  

�J��$OO�SURSRVDOV�WR�DPHQG�WKH�*HQHUDO�/DZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�RU�
the Constitution in the manner described above must be sent 

WR�DOO�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�RIÀFHUV�DW�OHDVW����GD\V�SULRU�WR�WKH�
YRWH�RQ�WKH�SURSRVDO���,Q�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�$UWLFOH�����DQ\�UH-
visions or amendments to the General Laws or Constitution 

PXVW�EH�UDWLÀHG�GXULQJ�WKH�QH[W�VFKHGXOHG�ELHQQLDO�6XSUHPH�
Convention by the Supreme Lodge in convention assembled. 

In the event that the Supreme Lodge fails to ratify such re-

visions or amendments, then all such revisions and amend-

ments and all action taken as a result of  such revisions and 

amendments will be deemed null and void.  If  said amend-

ment to the Constitution or General Laws of  the Order is 

later rejected by the delegates of  the Supreme Convention, 

all actions taken by the Supreme Council pursuant to the re-

jected amendment of  the General Laws and or the Consti-

tution of  the Order shall be deemed to have been made in 
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JRRG�IDLWK�IRU�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI �WKH�2UGHU�DQG�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�
retroactive effect.

�$UW�������G��UHYLVHG������������PG
�$UW������UHYLVHG�����������PG

PROMULGATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
OF LAWS

ART. 104. The laws of  the Order, and amendments thereto, are to 

be promulgated by the legislative body which adopted them. The 

laws of  the Order and amendments thereto become effective: 

� �D���,PPHGLDWHO\�XSRQ�DGRSWLRQ�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ��
� �E���,PPHGLDWHO\�XSRQ�DSSURYDO�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�ZKHQ 

  laws and amendments thereto have been adopted by the  

  Grand Convention of  a Grand Lodge. 

� �F���,PPHGLDWHO\� XSRQ� DSSURYDO� E\� WKH� *UDQG� &RXQFLO� ZKHQ� 
  laws and amendments thereto have been adopted by the  

  assembly of  a Local Lodge. 

� �G���,PPHGLDWHO\�XSRQ�DSSURYDO�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�ZKHQ 

  laws and amendments thereto have been adopted by the  

  assembly of  a Local Lodge under the direct and immediate  

  dependence of  the Supreme Lodge. 

 Whenever new laws or amendments are adopted, the unit of  the 

Order adopting them shall have such laws or amendments printed  

or digitally available for all members and added to the laws of  the 

Order within two months following their effective date; provided 

no reprinting of  the laws is about to take place or is then taking 

place. The duty to have the laws and amendments printed devolves 

upon the Supreme Council, the Grand Council, and the Council for 

the respective unit of  each of  them.

�$UW������UHYLVHG������������

INCOMPATIBILITY OF OFFICE
$57�������,W�LV�WKH�SROLF\�RI �WKH�2UGHU�WR�VSUHDG�WKH�RIÀFHV�LQ�WKH�
Order among the greatest possible number of  members. To effect 

WKLV�SROLF\�QR�PHPEHU�VKDOO�EH�DOORZHG�WR�RFFXS\�RIÀFHV�WKDW�DUH�LQ-

compatible. However, a Grand Council may authorize Local Lodges 
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under its jurisdiction to temporarily assign the duties of  a vacant 

RIÀFH�WR�DQRWKHU�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�&RXQFLO��H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�
combination of  the duties of  Financial Secretary and Treasurer. 

   Grand Lodges may implement more restrictive rules if  they 

choose.

���:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI �WKH�RIÀFHV�RI �WKH�,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�
RI � WKH� UDQNLQJ�XQLWV� RI � WKH�2UGHU�� WKH� IROORZLQJ�RIÀFHV� VKDOO� EH�
considered incompatible:

�D��7R�EH�D�PHPEHU�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�RI �WKH�/R-

cal Lodge, of  the Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission, and 

of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission, or of  any two 

units, at one and the same time.

�E��7R�EH�3UHVLGHQW�RI �PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�UDQNLQJ�XQLW�RI �WKH�2U-
der at one and the same time.

�F��7R�EH�DQ�2UDWRU�LQ�D�KLJKHU�UDQNLQJ�XQLW�DQG�DQ�RIÀFHU�LQ�D�
lower-ranking unit at the same time.

�G��7R�EH�DQ�RIÀFHU�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�/RFDO�/RGJH�ZKHQ�WKH�
member belongs to more than one Local Lodge.

�H��7R�SHUPLW�WKH�VDPH�LQGLYLGXDO�WR�RFFXS\�WKH�RIÀFH�RI �)L-
nancial Secretary and Treasurer of  the same ranking unit of  

the Order at the same time or to permit either the Financial 

Secretary or the Treasurer of  any ranking unit of  the Order to 

RFFXS\�WKH�RIÀFH�RI �HLWKHU�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\�RU�7UHDVXUHU�RI �
any other ranking unit of  the Order at one and the same time.

�I��7R�HQWUXVW�RQH�VDODULHG�RIÀFH�RI �WKH�*UDQG�&RXQFLO�RU�RI �
the Supreme Council, while a vacancy occurs, to another sala-

ULHG�RIÀFHU��WKH�REMHFW�RI �WKLV�VHFWLRQ�LV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�UDQNLQJ�
XQLWV�RI � WKH�2UGHU� IURP�ÀOOLQJ� WKH�YDFDQF\�RI � WKH�RIÀFH�RI �
Treasurer by the Financial Secretary and vice-versa. 

�J��7R�SHUPLW�ÀUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�GHJUHH�EORRG�UHODWLYHV�RU�SHU-
sons related by marriage or civil partnership to be members of  

the same Arbitration Commission.

�K��7R�SHUPLW�D�PHPEHU�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�RI �D
ranking unit of  the Order to appear as a defending counsel

in cases which arise within such ranking unit or in the lower

ranking units under the jurisdiction of  such ranking unit.

�L��7R�SHUPLW�D�PHPEHU�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�RI �D
Local Lodge in the Order to appear as defense counsel in
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cases which arise in such Local Lodge.

�M��7R�SHUPLW�D�PHPEHU�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�VLW
LQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�WKH�DFFXVHG�RU�WKH�DFFXVHU�LV�D�ÀUVW�RU�VHFRQG
degree blood relative of  such member or related to such mem-

ber by marriage or civil partnership.

�N��7R�SHUPLW�D�PHPEHU�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�VLW�
in

cases where the member is interested in the outcome of  the

matter to be adjudged.

�O��7R�SHUPLW�WKH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�RI �DQ\�XQLW�LQ�WKH�2UGHU
to function as clerk of  the Arbitration Commission when the

DFFXVHG�RU� DFFXVHU� DUH�ÀUVW�RU� VHFRQG�GHJUHH�EORRG� UHODWLYHV�
or related by marriage or civil partnership to the Recording 

Secretary or such Recording Secretary is interested in the out-

come of  the matter to be adjudged. Whenever the Recording 

6HFUHWDU\� VKDOO� EH� GLVTXDOLÀHG� WRIXQFWLRQ� DV� FOHUN� XQGHU� WKLV�
section the Recording Secretary is to be substituted by another 

member of  the Council of  such unit appointed by the highest 

UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�WKHUHRI�
�P�� 7R� SHUPLW� WKH� 2UDWRU� RI � DQ\� UDQNLQJ� XQLW� RI � WKH� 2U-
der to serve as a member of  any Arbitration Commission.

�$UW������UHYLVHG������������²PG
�$UW������UHYLVHG������������PG

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
$57�������7KH�HOHFWHG�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�EHJLQ�WKHLU�WHUP�DQG�
DVVXPH�WKHLU�RIÀFH�XSRQ�LQVWDOODWLRQ��,PPHGLDWHO\�WKHUHDIWHU��WKH\�
perform the duties and exercise the prerogatives of  their respective 

RIÀFHV��
� 7KH�HOHFWHG�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�DQG�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�
/RGJH�DUH�LQVWDOOHG�LQWR�RIÀFH�EHIRUH�WKH�FORVH�RI �WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ��
,Q�FDVH�DQ�HOHFWHG�RIÀFHU�LV�DEVHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\�� 
VXFK� RIÀFHU� VKDOO� EH� LQVWDOOHG� E\� WKH� *UDQG� &RXQFLO�� LI � D� 6WDWH� 
2IÀFHU��DQG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��LI �D�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU��
� 7KH� HOHFWHG� 6WDWH� 2IÀFHUV� DUH� WR� EH� LQVWDOOHG� E\� D� 1DWLRQDO� 
2IÀFHU��LI �SUHVHQW��RU�E\�D�6SHFLDO�1DWLRQDO�'HSXW\��LI �SUHVHQW��RU�
E\�WKH�IRUPHU�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW��WKH�HOHFWHG�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�DUH�WR�
be installed by a former National President.
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TERMS OF OFFICE
$57�������7KH�QXPEHU�RI �FRQVHFXWLYH�WHUPV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�RIÀFH�IRU�
HOHFWHG�RIÀFHUV�VKDOO�EH��
 �D���1R�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WHUPV�IRU�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH��XQ���
  less otherwise provided by the laws of  the Grand Lodge; 

� �E���1R�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WHUPV�IRU�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH��� �
  unless otherwise provided by the laws of  the Grand Lodge; 

� �F���$OO�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�VKDOO�EH�HOLJLEOH�WR�VHUYH�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�� �
  two consecutive terms in the same position unless the incum-  

  bent is running unopposed. 

� 7KH�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH�RI �DSSRLQWHG�PHPEHUV�RI �LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�
commissions shall run for the same period as that of  the Council 

of  the unit which appointed them; provided that in no case shall 

such term last beyond the expiration date of  the term of  such 

Council, unless otherwise provided in the laws of  the Order or by 

public law governing such commissions and institutions. 

 Whenever the President of  any ranking unit of  the Order, 

IRU� MXVW� FDXVH�� UHVLJQV� KLV� RIÀFH�� WKH� UHVLJQDWLRQ� VKDOO� EH�ZLWKRXW� 
SUHMXGLFH� WR� KLV� ULJKW� WR� DVVXPH� WKH� RIÀFH� RI � ,PPHGLDWH� 3DVW� 
President; provided he has served at least one full term as President 

immediately before his resignation. The purpose of  this Article is 

to give the resigning President precedence in the occupancy of  the  

RIÀFH�RI �,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW��WKRXJK�VXFK�RIÀFH�EH�RFFXSLHG�
at the time of  resignation. 

�$UW������UHYLVHG������������UHYHUVHG����������GXH�WR�DGPLQ�GH-
IHFW��²FF
�$UW������UHYLVHG������������

FORFEITURE OF OFFICE
$57�������
� �D���7KH�HOHFWHG�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�UDQNLQJ�XQLWV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�VKDOO� 
� � IRUIHLW� WKHLU� RIÀFH� ZKHQ�� ZLWKRXW� MXVWLÀDEOH� FDXVH� DV� 
  determined by the Council of  the ranking unit, they failed 

� � WR�DWWHQG�WKUHH�����FRQVHFXWLYH�PHHWLQJV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH� 
  or its Council, or of  the Grand Council, or of  the Supreme  

  Council, if  members thereof. 

� �E���7KH�DSSRLQWHG�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�UDQNLQJ�XQLWV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�VKDOO� 
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� � IRUIHLW� WKHLU� RIÀFH� ZKHQ� ZLWKRXW� MXVWLÀDEOH� FDXVH� DV� 
  determined by their appointing authority they fail to attend  

� � WKUHH� ���� FRQVHFXWLYH� PHHWLQJV� RI � WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQ� RU� 
  commission, if  members thereof. 

� �F���7KH�6WDWH�DQG�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�ZKR�IDLO�WR�WHQGHU�D�QRWLFH 
  of  resignation, or fail to submit such a notice within ample 

  time to permit substitution by alternates, or are absent from 

  participation in the Convention, provided such absence is  

  not due to circumstances beyond their control shall forfeit  

� � WKHLU�RIÀFH��$EVHQFH�GXH�WR�XVXDO�RFFXSDWLRQ�VKDOO�LQ�QR�FDVH� 
� � EH�D�VXIÀFLHQW�H[FXVH�

ELECTIONS
ART. 109. Voting in general and special elections shall be by written 

RU�SULQWHG�EDOORW�RU�E\�HOHFWURQLF�PHDQV�IRU�DOO�RIÀFHV��DQG�VKDOO�EH�
KHOG�GXULQJ� WKH�PRQWK�VSHFLÀHG� LQ� WKH� ODZV�RI � WKH�2UGHU��XQOHVV�
otherwise provided in the laws of  the Grand Lodge or of  the Local 

Lodge. By unanimous consent however, a speedier method of  vot-

ing may be adopted. 

 General and special elections of  any of  the ranking units of  the 

Order are to be included in the orders of  the day of  the meeting 

in which they are to be held. The notice of  the meeting in which a 

general or special election is to be held must be sent out no less than 

ÀYH�GD\V�SULRU�WR�WKH�GDWH�RI �VXFK�PHHWLQJ��
 The election, general or special, is to be conducted under the su-

pervision of  the Electoral Board. The Electoral Board is composed 

of  one President and four members appointed by the presiding of-

ÀFHU�RI �WKH�DVVHPEO\��7KH�(OHFWRUDO�%RDUG�KDV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GXWLHV�
 

� �D���7R�GLVWULEXWH�EDOORWV�DPRQJ�WKRVH�SUHVHQW�DQG�TXDOLÀHG�WR� 
  vote. 

� �E���7R� FRXQW� WKRVH�SUHVHQW� DQG� DVFHUWDLQ� WKDW� WKH�QXPEHU�RI � 
  those present and voting corresponds to the number of   

  ballots found in the ballot box. 

� �F���7R� FRXQW� WKH� YRWHV�� H[FOXGLQJ� WKRVH� EDOORWV� ZKLFK� DUH� 
  unmarked and segregating those that, in the opinion of  the  

  Board, may be void or contestable. 

� �G���7R�GHWHFW�DQG�GHFODUH�YRLG�EDOORWV�ZKLFK�EHDU�VSHFLDO�PDUNV� 
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  and reveal the identity of  the voter. 

� �H���7R�HYDOXDWH�WKH�YRWH�IRU�HDFK�FDQGLGDWH�YRWHG�IRU�HDFK�
� � RIÀFH��
� �I���7R�VXSHUYLVH�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�HQG�WKDW�WKH�VHFUHF\�RI �WKH 
  ballot may be preserved and no fraud takes place in the  

  balloting. 

� �J���7R�GHFLGH�FRQWURYHUVLDO�TXHVWLRQV�DULVLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXUVH 
  of  the election, which decisions may be appealed within 10 

  days to the higher ranking council. 

 After the ballots have been counted and the votes tabulated, the 

President of  the Electoral Board shall announce: 

� �K���7KH�HOHFWLRQ�RI �RQH�RI �WZR�FDQGLGDWHV�ZKR�KDV�UHFHLYHG�WKH 
  absolute majority of  the votes lawfully cast. 

� �L���7KH�QHZ�EDOORWLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�RULJLQDO�YRWH�LV�WDNHQ�DQG�QR�RQH� 
  of  the candidates voted for received an absolute majority of  

� � WKH�YRWHV�FDVW��SURYLGHG�WKH�QHZ�EDOORWLQJ�EH�FRQÀQHG�WR�WKH� 
  two candidates who received the highest vote short of  an 

  absolute majority. 

� �M���7KH�HOHFWLRQ�RI �D�FDQGLGDWH�ZKR�ZDV�XQRSSRVHG��
� �N���7KH�HOHFWLRQ��LQ�FDVH�RI �D�WLH�YRWH��RI �WKH�FDQGLGDWH�ZKRVH� 
  continuous membership in the Order is the longest. 

� :KHQHYHU�WKH�DVVHPEO\�VR�GHOLEHUDWHV��WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI �RIÀFHUV� 
and of  State and National Delegates may be effective if  the  

FDQGLGDWHV�UHFHLYH�D�HODWLYH�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�YRWHV�FDVW�IRU�HDFK�RIÀFH��
� :KHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�RIÀFHU�PXVW�EH�HOHFWHG�WR�D�JLYHQ�RIÀFH��
WKH�EDOORW�ZKLFK�FRQWDLQV�PRUH�YRWHV�WKDQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI �RIÀFHUV� 
ZKLFK� PXVW� EH� HOHFWHG� WR� WKDW� RIÀFH�� VKDOO� EH� QXOO� DQG� YRLG�� 
provided, however, a ballot rendered void hereunder for a particular  

RIÀFH� VKDOO� EH� YDOLG� DV� WR� DQ\� RWKHU� RIÀFH� OLVWHG� WKHUHRQ� LI � LW� 
otherwise conforms to law. 

 The names of  the candidates must be listed on the ballot in the 

order of  their drawings, by the National Recording Secretary, under 

the supervision of  the Electoral Board and the candidates, or the 

designee of  the candidate. 

 All elections held or conducted in contravention of  the laws of  

the Order shall be considered null and void and of  no effect. When 

protest of  violation of  the laws of  the Order or protest of  irregularities 

noted in the conduct of  the election is made to the Electoral Board, 

the Board shall render an immediate opinion, following investigation, 
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on the merit of  the protest. The ruling rendered by the Electoral 

Board shall be recorded in the minutes of  the meeting before the 

name of  the candidate elected is announced by the President of  the 

(OHFWRUDO�%RDUG��,I �D�SHUVRQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�SURWHVW�LV�GLVVDWLVÀHG�ZLWK� 
the ruling rendered by the Electoral Board, the protest shall be  

submitted for determination to the Council of  the higher ranking 

unit of  the Order. When the Grand or the Supreme Council, as the 

case may be, renders a decision upon the protest, such decision shall 

be conclusive and not subject to appeal or review. But if  the person 

PDNLQJ� WKH�SURWHVW� LV�GLVVDWLVÀHG�ZLWK� WKH� UXOLQJ� UHQGHUHG�E\� WKH�
(OHFWRUDO�%RDUG�LQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI �1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�LV�
involved, the merit of  the protest shall be decided by the Supreme 

Convention in the course of  the meeting during which the protest 

was made.

�$UW������UHYLVHG�����������PG

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
 ART. 110. An erroneous application of  the Laws of  the Order 

E\�D�/RFDO�/RGJH��LWV�&RXQFLO��RU�LWV�RIÀFHUV��RU�E\�D�*UDQG�/RGJH��
LWV�&RXQFLO�RU�LWV�RIÀFHUV�FDQ�EH�DSSHDOHG�WR�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI �WKH�QH[W�
higher ranking unit for Administrative Review. 

� :LWKLQ� WHQ� ����� GD\V� IURP� WKH� GDWH� RI � DQ� DOOHJHG� HUURQHRXV� 
application of  the Laws of  the Order by the Local Lodge or its  

&RXQFLO�RU� LWV�RIÀFHUV��D�PHPEHU�RU�RIÀFHU�ZKR�VXIIHUV� LQMXU\�RU�
damage therefrom may present a written imputation therefrom 

DJDLQVW�VXFK�/RFDO�/RGJH��&RXQFLO�RU�RIÀFHU�� WR� WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH� 
Recording Secretary. Immediately thereafter, the Local Lodge  

Recording Secretary shall forward such imputation to the Record-

ing Secretary of  the higher unit having jurisdiction over the Local 

Lodge. The Council of  the higher unit shall determine upon the 

merit of  the imputation as soon as possible after receipt of  the 

imputation but not later than the next regularly scheduled Council 

meeting of  said unit which follows receipt of  the imputation. 

� :LWKLQ� WHQ� ����� GD\V� IURP� WKH� GDWH� RI � DQ� DOOHJHG� HUURQHRXV� 
application of  the laws of  the Order by a Grand Lodge or its Council  

RU�LWV�RIÀFHUV��WKH�ORZHU�UDQNLQJ�XQLW�RU�WKH�PHPEHU�RU�WKH�RIÀFHU� 
who suffers injury or damage therefrom may present a written  
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imputation against such a Grand Lodge or Grand Council or State 

2IÀFHU� WR� WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\� WR� IRUZDUG� VXFK� 
imputation to the State Recording Secretary. When an individual 

ÀOHV�DQ�LPSXWDWLRQ�SXUVXDQW�WR�$UWLFOH������LW�VKDOO�EH�DFFRPSDQLHG� 
E\� D� ����� ÀOLQJ� IHH�� 8SRQ� UHFHLSW� RI � WKH� LPSXWDWLRQ�� WKH� 6WDWH� 
Recording Secretary shall immediately forward the same to the 

National Recording Secretary who shall present it to the Supreme 

Council. The Supreme Council shall determine upon the merit of  

the imputation and render a decision thereon. The decision of  the 

6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�VKDOO�EH�ÀQDO��
 The Grand and Supreme Council shall determine imputations 

of  erroneous application of  the laws of  the Order following a regu-

lar hearing had thereon, at which hearing the report and advice of  

the State or National Orator must be read. Failure to appear before 

the Grand or Supreme Council by the parties in interest shall not invali-

date the decision rendered. 

 If, upon inquiry caused to be made by the Grand or Supreme  

Council or from the result of  the hearing, it develops that the  

erroneous application of  the laws of  the Order was the result of  

IUDXG��UDWKHU�WKDQ�RI �PLVWDNH�RU�HUURU��SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�WKH�RIÀFHUV�
RU� E\� WKH�&RXQFLO�� WKHQ� WKH�RIÀFHUV� LPSOLFDWHG� LQ� WKH� IUDXG� VKDOO�
be prosecuted by order of  the Grand or Supreme Council by the 

State or National Orator before the Arbitration Commission of  the  

ranking unit having jurisdiction in conformity with the Judicial Code 

of  the Order.

�$UW������UHYLVHG������������²FF

SALARIES, INDEMNITIES, PER DIEM
ALLOWANCES AND TRAVELING EXPENSES
$57�������%HIRUH�SURFHHGLQJ�WR�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI �RIÀFHUV��WKH�DVVHPEO\ 
RI � WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�VKDOO�À[� WKH�VDODULHV� IRU� WKH�HQVXLQJ� WHUP��,Q� 
addition, the assembly shall determine the emoluments to be paid 

WR�RWKHU�RIÀFHUV��$OO�VDODULHV�DQG�HPROXPHQWV�À[HG�SXUVXDQW�WR�WKLV� 
Article shall remain in effect until the expiration of  the ensuing 

term, except that the Council shall have the right to allow a bonus for  

special work done or for extra services rendered. 

� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WUDYHOLQJ� H[SHQVHV�� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 2IÀFHUV�� WKH�
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members of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission, and the 

Special National Deputies, while on missions for the Order, shall 

receive per diem at a rate determined by the Supreme Council for 

each day spent to attend meetings of  the Supreme Council and of  

the Supreme Lodge or spent on missions for the Order.

� 7KH�WUDYHOLQJ�H[SHQVHV�DQG�SHU�GLHP�SD\�IRU�WKH�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��
the members of  the Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission, and the 

6WDWH�'HSXWLHV��ZKLOH�RQ�PLVVLRQV�IRU�WKH�2UGHU��VKDOO�EH�À[HG�E\�
the Grand Lodge in the manner prescribed by its laws. 

 No Honorary State or National President nor other Honorary 

6WDWH�RU�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU� VKDOO� UHFHLYH� WUDYHOLQJ�H[SHQVHV�DQG�SHU�
GLHP�LI �WKH�RIÀFH�KHOG�LV�VWULFWO\�KRQRUDU\��6XFK�KRQRUDU\�RIÀFHUV�
shall not participate in the deliberations of  the Grand and Supreme  

Council and shall not be reimbursed for expenses necessarily  

incurred to attend meetings. 

� 7KH�SHU�GLHP�VKDOO�EH�SDLG�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHU�DW�WKH�UDWH�VHW�
E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��RQO\�LI �VXFK�RIÀFHU�LV�FRPSHOOHG�WR�VWD\�
away from home overnight on a mission for the Order.

 The Council of  each ranking unit of  the Order shall determine 

the per diem to be paid to witnesses summoned to appear to give 

testimony before the Arbitration Commission of  each respective 

unit in cases heard by such Commission. 

 The per diem in addition to traveling expenses shall be for the 

DFWXDO�QXPEHU�RI �GD\V�QHFHVVDULO\� VSHQW� LQ� WKH� IXOÀOOPHQW�RI � WKH�
mission for the Order. Traveling expenses are to include expenses 

necessarily incurred to travel from the usual abode to the locality in 

which the mission is to be performed and return home. 

 The State and Special National Deputies are to receive traveling 

expenses and per diem whenever they undertake a mission by  

direction of  the State or National President. The State Chaplain 

and National Chaplain, but not the Chaplain are to receive traveling 

expenses and per diem whenever they undertake a mission by  

direction of  the State President or National President. The per 

diem, traveling expenses, and reimbursements are to be paid: 

� �D���%\�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�IRU�LWV�6WDWH�'HOHJDWHV��
� �E���%\�WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�IRU�LWV�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��0HPEHUV�RI �LWV� 
  Institutions and Commissions, National Delegates,  

  Members of  the Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission, and  

  State Deputies. 
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� �F���%\�WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�IRU�LWV�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV��0HPEHUV 
  of  its Institution and Commissions, National Delegates from 

  Local Lodges under the direct and immediate dependence of   

  the Supreme Lodge and Special National Deputies. 

 The State and National Delegates shall receive their per diem 

only for those days during which they actually participate on the 

work of  the Grand or Supreme Convention. If  without just cause 

or important reason the Delegates fail to attend and take part in any 

of  the sessions of  the Grand or Supreme Convention, they shall 

lose the per diem for each day they are absent and also the right to  

reimbursement for traveling expenses incurred to attend the  

Convention.

MANNER OF VOTING
ART. 112. Oral or written motions are to be made and seconded 

by members in good standing having the right to vote. The vote 

upon motions may be either by raising of  hands, by roll call, or 

by division of  the assembly; however, the vote by roll call shall be  

PDQGDWRU\�ZKHQHYHU�QR� OHVV� WKDQ�ÀYH�PHPEHUV�RI � WKH� DVVHPEO\� 
request it, unless a different number is established by the laws of  

the Grand Lodge. Motions which affect a particular member of  

the assembly are to be voted on by secret vote. All motions shall be  

adopted by majority vote.

CREDENTIALS OF STATE AND NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

ART. 113. To be recognized and function as such, the State or  

1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�PXVW�SUHVHQW�D�SURSHU�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�FDUG�EHIRUH� 
they may be allowed to take part in the Grand or Supreme  

&RQYHQWLRQ�� 7KH� LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ� FDUG� LV� WR� EH� IXUQLVKHG� WR� HDFK� 
Delegate by the State or National Recording Secretary on the ba-

sis of  credentials forwarded by the Local Lodge or by the Grand 

/RGJH��%HIRUH�WKH�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�FDUG�LV�LVVXHG�WR�WKH�'HOHJDWH�RI �D�
particular Local Lodge or Grand Lodge, the credential must show 

that such Delegate is in good standing with the Local Lodge of  

which the Delegate is a member. 

� 7KH�6WDWH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�VKDOO�QRW�VHQG�WKH�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�
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card to any State Delegate whose Local Lodge is not in good standing 

with the Grand Lodge. 

� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�VKDOO�QRW�VHQG�WKH�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�
card to any National Delegate whose Grand Lodge is in arrears with  

two or more quarterly payments of  the Capita Tax and/or other  

assessments. 

� 7KH�FUHGHQWLDOV�RI �'HOHJDWHV�PD\�EH� DFFHSWHG�DQG� LGHQWLÀFD-
tion cards issued thereon upon payment by the Local Lodge or by 

the Grand Lodge of  all arrearage due up to the last day of  the 

quarter preceding the Convention; provided such payment is made 

before the opening of  the Convention; and provided further that 

the State or National Recording Secretary shall not be obliged to 

VHQG�WKH�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�FDUGV�WR�HDFK�'HOHJDWH��EXW�PD\�GHOLYHU�VXFK� 
LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ� FDUGV� WR� HDFK� LQGLYLGXDO� 'HOHJDWH� RU� WR� WKH� KLJKHU�
UDQNLQJ�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�RU�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�SUHVHQW�
to attend the Convention. 

 All credentials of  Delegates sent to the State or National  

Recording Secretary by the Local Lodge or Grand Lodges subject 

to disciplinary measures imposed upon them depriving them of   

representation on the Convention, shall be considered null and 

void and of  no effect. The State or National Recording Secretary 

LV� KHUHE\� IRUELGGHQ� WR� LVVXH� LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ� FDUGV� XSRQ� FUHGHQWLDOV�
forwarded by any such Local Lodge or Grand Lodge.

REGULATIONS OF A MISCELLANEOUS 
NATURE

$57�������:KHQHYHU�WKH�*HQHUDO�/DZV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�FRQÁLFW�
with the Constitution of  the Supreme Lodge, the Constitution of  the 

Supreme Lodge shall prevail. Whenever the Constitution and General 

/DZV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH 
or of  the Local Lodge, the Constitution and General Laws of  the  

Supreme Lodge shall prevail over the others. 

� :KHQHYHU�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�WKRVH�RI �
a Local Lodge within its jurisdiction, the laws of  the Grand Lodge 

VKDOO� SUHYDLO��:KHQHYHU� WKH� ODZV� RI � WKH� 6XSUHPH� /RGJH� FRQÁLFW�
with those of  a Local Lodge within its jurisdiction, the laws of  the  

Supreme Lodge shall prevail. 
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� ,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI �GRXEW�RU�FRQÁLFW�EHWZHHQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�,WDOLDQ� 
versions of  these laws, the English version shall prevail. 

 To commemorate the anniversary of  the discovery of  America 

by Christopher Columbus, the Supreme Lodge proclaims Colum-

bus Day as the OFFICIAL HOLIDAY OF THE ORDER. Since 

the discovery of  America by the Italian navigator, who divined the 

event and blazed the way to its realization, is a milestone in the his-

tory and progress of  mankind, the Grand Lodges and the Local 

Lodges of  the Order shall celebrate such anniversary each year in 

D�VROHPQ�DQG�GLJQLÀHG�PDQQHU�ZRUWK\�RI �WKH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�DFKLHYH-
ments and greatness of  Christopher Columbus. 

� :KHQHYHU� 1DWLRQDO� RU� 6WDWH� 2IÀFHUV�� HLWKHU� LQGLYLGXDOO\� RU� 
FROOHFWLYHO\��RIÀFLDOO\�DWWHQG�WKH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV��WKH�IHVWLYLWLHV��DQG�

WKH�LQLWLDWLRQ�FHUHPRQLHV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJHV�RU�SD\�RIÀFLDO�YLVLWV�
to them, they shall be accorded the honors due to them as pre-

scribed by the laws of  the Order. 

ART. 115. The Financial Secretaries and Treasurers of  all ranking 

units in the Order shall be required to give a surety bond in such an 

amount as may be determined by the Council of  the ranking unit. 

0RUHRYHU��WKH�7UHDVXUHU�RI �WKH�0RUWXDU\�IXQG�DQG�DOO�RWKHU�RIÀFHUV�
and employees who have custody of  funds of  any ranking unit of  

the Order shall likewise be required to give a surety bond in such 

amount as may be determined by the Council of  such ranking unit. 

The surety bonds are to be deposited with the President of  the unit 

IRU�ZKRVH�EHQHÀW�WKH�ERQG�LV�JLYHQ�DQG�WKH�SUHPLXP�WKHUHIRU�VKDOO�
be paid by such unit.

 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR
$57�������7KHUH�LV�KHUHE\�FUHDWHG�WKH�2IÀFH�RI �1DWLRQDO�([HFXWLYH�
Director. 

ART. 117. The National Executive Director shall be an employee of  

the Supreme Lodge of  the Order Sons of  Italy in America and shall 

perform such duties as directed by the National President with the 
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advice and consent of  the Executive Committee of  the Supreme 

Council.

ELECTRONIC MAIL COMMUNICATIONS

$57�������(OHFWURQLF�0DLO�LV�DQ�DFFHSWDEOH�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�ÀUVW�FODVV�
U.S. Mail for all members who have email capability. 

�$UW������UHYLVHG������������²FF

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

ART. 119. The rules contained in the current edition of  Robert’s 

Rules of  Order Newly Revised shall govern the Order Sons of  Italy 

in America in all cases to which they are applicable and in which 

they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and any special rules of  

order the Order Sons of  Italy in America may adopt. 

�$UW������DGGHG������������²�FF
 

CONDITIONAL AND PROBATIONARY      
NATIONAL DELEGATES AND NATIONAL 

TRUSTEES

ART. 120. This Article is adopted for the express purpose of  pro-

viding incentive to the Grand Lodges to increase their membership. 

Should the membership of  any Grand Lodge decline between Su-

preme Conventions such that they become entitled under the crite-

ULD�RI �$UW����DQG�RU�$UW����P��WR�D�OHVVHU�QXPEHU�RI �1DWLRQDO�'HO-
egates or National Trustees than the number to which such Grand 

Lodge was entitled without application of  this provision at the im-

mediately previous Supreme Convention, then such Grand Lodge 

shall be allotted the same number of  National Delegates and/or 

National Trustees which they had at the immediately previous Su-

preme Convention, provided that such allotment shall be on a con-

ditional and probationary basis, as follows: 

� �D�� 7R�SUHVHUYH�WKH�FRQGLWLRQDO�QXPEHU�RI �1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWHV�
and / or National Trustees, such Grand Lodge must demonstrate 
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for each quarter over the two year period following the membership 

determination date of  Art 62 and / or Art 79, an increase in mem-

EHUVKLS�TXDUWHU�RYHU�TXDUWHU�RI �QR�OHVV�WKDQ�RQH�HLJKWK�������RI �WKH�
difference between such Grand Lodge’s membership at the begin-

ning of  the conditional / probationary period and the membership 

required by Article 62 for the number of  National Delegates and / 

or the membership required by Article 79 for the number of  Na-

WLRQDO�7UXVWHHV��DV�WKH�FDVH�PD\�EH��FRQGLWLRQDOO\�DOORWWHG��SURYLGHG��
KRZHYHU��WKDW�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�DQ\�TXDUWHU�RI �PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�����JRDO�
shall be credited forward to future quarters. 

� �E��6KRXOG� VXFK� *UDQG� /RGJH� QRW� DFKLHYH� WKH� DERYH� VWDWHG�
JRDO�RI �D�TXDUWHUO\�LQFUHDVH�RI �����RI �WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�
membership at the beginning of  the probationary period and the 

membership required under the above stated criteria for the allotted 

number of  National Delegates and / or National Trustees (as the 

FDVH�PD\�EH��� WKHQ� VXFK�*UDQG�/RGJH� VKDOO� IRUIHLW� WKH� DGGLWLRQDO�
1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWH�V��DQG���RU�1DWLRQDO�7UXVWHH�V��FRQGLWLRQDOO\�DQG�
probationally allotted, hereunder.  

� �F�� 6XFK�IRUIHLWXUH��KRZHYHU��VKDOO�RQO\�RFFXU�LI �DQG�ZKHQ�VXFK��
  Grand Lodge: 

� � �����D��IDLOV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�VWDWHG�����JRDO�IRU�WZR�FRQVHFX�� �
    tive quarters, and 

� � � �E��KDV�QRW�DFKLHYHG�DW�OHDVW�ó�RI �WKH�WZR�\HDU�JRDO�E\���
    the end of  the 4th quarter; or 

� � ����IDLOV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�HQWLUH�JRDO�E\�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH��WK�� �
   quarter.   

� �G��7KLV�SURYLVLRQ�VKDOO�WDNH�HIIHFW�IRU�WKH�VHDWLQJ�RI �1DWLRQDO���
  Delegates and election of  National Trustees with the   

  Supreme Convention of  2021 and thereafter.  

� �H�� $Q\�*UDQG�/RGJH�VHDWLQJ�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�1DWLRQDO�'HOHJDWH���
� � SXUVXDQW�WR�WKLV�SURYLVLRQ�VKDOO�GHVLJQDWH�LWV�ÀUVW�DOWHUQDWH�� �
  as the delegate occupying the conditionally allotted    

  position. Should a Grand Lodge be allotted a National   

  Trustee pursuant to this provision, that Trustee shall be   

  elected conditionally as a National Trustee.

 

�$UW������DGGHG�����������
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JUDICIAL CODE OF THE JUDICIAL CODE OF THE 
ORDERORDER

PREFACE
The Judicial Code of  the Order guarantees each member the  

privileges and protections of  the Constitution and General Laws 

of  the Order. This Judicial Code supersedes all existing judicial  

procedures in all ranking units of  the Order.

JUDICIARY POWERS
JC ART. 1. The Judicial Code of  the Order is the primary method 

of  enforcing the Constitution and General Laws of  the Order and 

resolving disputes arising within the Order over application of  the 

Laws of  the Order. No member may resort to the Civil Courts until 

they have pursued and exhausted all available remedies under this 

Judicial Code. Wherever the word “member” is used in this Judicial 

Code it shall mean “regular,”  “associate,” and “social” member. 

JC ART. 2. The Judiciary powers of  the Order are exercised by: 

� �D���7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI �WKH�2UGHU�
� �E���7KH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�
� �F���7KH�*UDQG�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�
� �G���7KH�/RFDO�/RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�
� �H���7KH�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQV�RI � 
  the ranking units of  the Order

SUPREME COURT OF THE ORDER
JC ART. 3. The Supreme Court of  the Order shall be composed of  

all of  the State Presidents of  the Grand Lodges of  the Order, except 

WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�V��RI �WKH�*UDQG�/RGJH�V��IURP�ZKLFK�WKH�FDXVH�
for judicial determination arose. A majority of  the membership of  

the Supreme Court of  the Order shall constitute a quorum and they 
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PXVW�EH�SUHVHQW�IRU�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�WR�FRQYHQH��7KH�DIÀUPDWLYH�
vote of  a majority of  the members of  the Supreme Court of  the 

Order present, at a meeting at which a quorum is present, shall be 

necessary for the authorization, decision or taking of  any action voted  

upon by the Court. The members of  the Supreme Court of  the  

Order, at the time the court is convened, shall then elect a President 

from among their members who shall be known as President of  the 

Supreme Court of  the Order. The President shall be entitled to vote 

at any meetings and hearings and shall preside at all meetings and 

hearings. The President shall also act as the Clerk. 

JC ART. 4. The Supreme Court of  the Order shall have jurisdiction 

as follows: 

� �D���7R�FRQGXFW�D�WULDO�RI �WKH�FKDUJHV�ÀOHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�1DWLRQDO 
� � 3UHVLGHQW� E\� WKH� DIÀUPDWLYH� YRWH� RI � D� PDMRULW\� RI � WKH� 
� � 1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �E���7R� KHDU� DSSHDOV� RI � WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� VXVSHQG� WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
� � 3UHVLGHQW�PDGH�E\�WKH�DIÀUPDWLYH�YRWH�RI �D�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH� 
� � 1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO��
� �F���7R�KHDU�DSSHDOV�RQ�GHFLVLRQV�UHQGHUHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH� 
  Arbitration Commission. 

� �G���7R�KHDU�DSSHDOV�RQ�GHFLVLRQV�UHQGHUHG�E\�D�1DWLRQDO�7ULDO� 
  Commissioner 

 
SUPREME LODGE ARBITRATION 

COMMISSION
JC ART. 5. The Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission is  

FRPSRVHG�RI �WKH�ÀYH�����PHPEHUV�HOHFWHG�DW�WKH�ELHQQLDO�FRQYHQWLRQ�
RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI �WZR�����\HDUV�DQG�VHUYH�XQWLO�
their successors are elected and installed. A quorum shall consist  

RI � QRW� OHVV� WKDQ� WKUHH� ���� PHPEHUV� SUHVHQW� DW� D� PHHWLQJ�� 7KH� 
DIÀUPDWLYH�YRWH�RI �D�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�PHPEHUV�SUHVHQW�DW�D�PHHWLQJ��
at which a quorum is present, is necessary for the authorization, 

decision or taking of  any action voted upon by the Commission. 

The members shall meet immediately following their installation 

and elect a President from their membership who shall be known as  

President of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission and a  
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Recording Secretary who shall be known as the Recording Secretary 

of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission. The President shall 

be entitled to vote at any meeting and hearings. Whenever any of  

WKH�ÀYH�����HOHFWHG�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�LV�XQDEOH�WR�VHUYH�IRU�DQ\�UHDVRQ� 
as a Commissioner, such Commissioner shall be replaced  

�WHPSRUDULO\�RU�SHUPDQHQWO\��E\�DQ�$OWHUQDWH�&RPPLVVLRQHU�VHOHFWHG�
LQ�WKH�RUGHU�RI �WKH�YRWHV��KLJKHVW�WR�ORZHVW��UHFHLYHG�IRU�HOHFWLRQ�DV�
an Alternate Commissioner. 

�-&�$UW����UHYLVHG�������������FF�

JC ART. 6. The Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission shall, by 

majority vote, decide whether to exercise its original or appellate  

jurisdiction; and, when acting as a Commission of  original  

jurisdiction, will act through a Trial Commissioner who is elected by 

majority vote of  the Commission members; and, have original and 

appellate jurisdiction as follows: 

� �D���7R�KHDU�FRPSODLQWV�ÀOHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2UDWRU��
� �E���7R� KHDU� FRPSODLQWV� ÀOHG� DJDLQVW� *UDQG� /RGJHV�� DJDLQVW� 
  Local Lodges under differing Grand Lodges or against Local  

  Lodges under direct supervision of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �F���7R� KHDU� FRPSODLQWV� ÀOHG� DJDLQVW�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV� �RWKHU� 
� � WKDQ� WKH�1DWLRQDO� 3UHVLGHQW��� DJDLQVW� D� 6WDWH� 3UHVLGHQW� RU� 
  against Presidents of  Local Lodges under the direct  

  supervision of  the Supreme Lodge. 

� �G���7R� KHDU� DSSHDOV� RQ� GHFLVLRQV� UHQGHUHG� E\� 6WDWH� 7ULDO� 
  Commissioners, the Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission,  

  and by the Trial Commissioner of  Local Lodges under the  

  direct supervision of  the Supreme Lodge.

GRAND LODGE ARBITRATION COMMIS-
SION

JC ART. 7. The Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission is composed 

RI �WKH�ÀYH�����PHPEHUV�HOHFWHG�DW�WKH�%LHQQLDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�RI �WKH�
*UDQG�/RGJH�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI �WZR�����\HDUV�DQG�VHUYH�XQWLO�WKHLU�VXF-
cessors are elected and installed. Grand Lodges holding annual con-

ventions may elect its Arbitration Commission for a period of  one 

����\HDU�DQG�WKH\�VKDOO�VHUYH�XQWLO�WKHLU�VXFFHVVRUV�DUH�HOHFWHG�DQG� 
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LQVWDOOHG��$�TXRUXP�VKDOO�FRQVLVW�RI �QRW�OHVV�WKDQ�WKUHH�����PHPEHUV�
SUHVHQW�DW�D�PHHWLQJ��7KH�DIÀUPDWLYH�YRWH�RI �D�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�PHP-

bers present at a meeting, at which a quorum is present, shall be  

necessary for the authorization, decision or taking of  any action  

voted upon by the Commission. The members shall meet  

immediately following their installation and elect a President from 

their membership who shall be known as President of  the Grand 

Lodge Arbitration Commission. The President shall be entitled to 

vote at any meeting and hearing of  the Commission and shall preside 

DW�DOO�PHHWLQJV�DQG�KHDULQJV��:KHQHYHU�DQ\�RI �WKH�ÀYH�����HOHFWHG�
Commissioners is unable to serve for any reason as a Commissioner, 

VXFK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�VKDOO�EH�UHSODFHG��WHPSRUDULO\�RU�SHUPDQHQWO\��
by an Alternate Commissioner selected in the order of  the votes  

�KLJKHVW� WR� ORZHVW�� UHFHLYHG� IRU� HOHFWLRQ� DV� DQ� $OWHUQDWH� 
Commissioner. 

-&�$57�� ��� 7KH�*UDQG� /RGJH�$UELWUDWLRQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� VKDOO�� E\�
majority vote, decide whether to exercise its original or appellate  

jurisdiction; and, when acting as a Commission of  appellate  

MXULVGLFWLRQ��ZLOO�DFW�WKURXJK�D�IXOO�&RPPLVVLRQ�RI �ÀYH�����PHPEHUV��
and when acting as a Commission of  original jurisdiction, will act 

through a Trial Commissioner who is elected by majority vote of  

the Commission members; and, have original and appellate jurisdic-

tion as follows: 

� �D���7R�KHDU�FRPSODLQWV�ÀOHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�2UDWRU��
� �E���7R� KHDU� FRPSODLQWV� ÀOHG� DJDLQVW� /RFDO� /RGJHV� XQGHU� WKH� 
  direct supervision of  the Grand Lodge. 

� �F���7R�KHDU�FRPSODLQWV�ÀOHG�DJDLQVW�6WDWH�2IÀFHUV��RWKHU�WKDQ 

� � WKH�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW��RU�DJDLQVW�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI �/RFDO�/RGJHV� 
  under the direct supervision of  the Grand Lodge. 

� �G���7R�KHDU�DSSHDOV�RQ�GHFLVLRQV�UHQGHUHG�E\�/RFDO�/RGJH�7ULDO� 
  Commissioners.

LOCAL LODGE ARBITRATION 
COMMISSION

JC ART. 9. The Local Lodge Arbitration Commission is composed 

RI �WKH�ÀYH�����PHPEHUV�HOHFWHG�DW�WKH�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�IRU�HOHFWLQJ�
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RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI �RQH�\HDU�DQG�WKH\�VKDOO�
serve until their successors are elected and installed. Local Lodges 

holding biennial elections shall elect its Arbitration Commission for 

D�SHULRG�RI �WZR�����\HDUV�DQG�WKH\�VKDOO�VHUYH�XQWLO�WKHLU�VXFFHVVRUV�
are elected and installed. A quorum shall consist of  not less than 

WKUHH�����PHPEHUV�SUHVHQW�DW�D�PHHWLQJ��7KH�DIÀUPDWLYH�YRWH�RI �D�
majority of  the members present at a meeting, at which a quorum 

is present, shall be necessary for the authorization or taking of  any 

action voted upon by the Commission. The members shall meet 

immediately following their installation and elect a President from 

their membership who shall be known as President of  the Local 

Lodge Arbitration Commission. The President shall be entitled to  

vote at any meeting of  the Commission and shall preside at all  

PHHWLQJV��:KHQHYHU� DQ\�RI � WKH�ÀYH� ���� HOHFWHG�FRPPLVVLRQHUV� LV� 
unable to serve for any reason as a Commissioner, such  

&RPPLVVLRQHU�VKDOO�EH�UHSODFHG��WHPSRUDULO\�RU�SHUPDQHQWO\��E\�DQ�
Alternate Commissioner selected in the order of  the votes (highest 

WR�ORZHVW��UHFHLYHG�IRU�HOHFWLRQ�DV�DQ�$OWHUQDWH�&RPPLVVLRQHU��

JC ART. 10. The Local Lodge Arbitration Commission shall act as 

a commission of  original jurisdiction, and will act through the Arbi-

tration Commission as follows: 

� �D���7R�KHDU�FRPSODLQWV�ÀOHG�E\�WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH�2UDWRU�DJDLQVW� 
� � PHPEHUV�DQG�2IÀFHUV��H[FHSW�WKH�3UHVLGHQW��RI �WKH�/RFDO� 
  Lodge. 

� �E���7R�KHDU�FRPSODLQWV�ÀOHG�E\�PHPEHUV�RI � WKH�/RFDO�/RGJH� 
� � DJDLQVW�PHPEHUV�DQG�2IÀFHUV��H[FHSW�WKH�3UHVLGHQW��RI �WKH� 
  Local Lodge.

GENERAL PROCEEDINGS
JC ART. 11. All trials of  complaints and hearings of  appeals shall 

be open only to members of  the Order. The general public shall be 

excluded. Any party may be represented, at that party’s expenses by 

a member of  the Order, at a trial or hearing. Any party may call any 

witness, whether a member or non-member of  the Order, at such 

party’s expense.

ABSENT PARTIES

                                   Judicial Code



��������������������������������������     Revised October 2021

JC ART. 12. If  any party and/or their designated representative, if  

any, fails to appear at any proceeding after notice of  such proceeding 

in accordance with Article 13 or 14 of  this Judicial Code, such  

proceeding shall be held regardless of  whether or not said party or 

their designated representative, if  any, appears and a decision may 

be rendered

SERVICE
JC ART. 13. Whenever the Recording Secretary is required to serve 

any document or notice in accordance with this Judicial Code, such 

service shall be made as follows: 

� �D���%\� 5HJLVWHUHG� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� 0DLO� RU� E\� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� 
� � &HUWLÀHG�0DLO�ZLWK�D�UHWXUQ�UHFHLSW�UHTXHVWHG��RU�E\�SHUVRQDO� 
  service. 

� �E���,I �E\�SHUVRQDO�VHUYLFH��DQ\�DGXOW�LQGLYLGXDO�PD\�SHUVRQDOO\ 
  serve any document or notice, and said person shall sign a  

  statement indicating the name to whom service was made,  

  the date and place the service was made, and itemize all  

  documents served. This statement shall become a part of  the  

  record of  the proceedings. 

JC ART. 14. If  service is by Registered United States Mail or United  

6WDWHV�&HUWLÀHG�0DLO��DQG�WKH�HQYHORSH�LV�UHWXUQHG�ZLWK�DQ�HQGRUVHPHQW�
showing the failure of  service, such as refusal, unclaimed, etc., and  

if  no personal service can be made, then service shall be by publica-

tion as follows: 

� �D���%HIRUH�VHUYLFH�E\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�PDGH��WKH�PRYLQJ�SDUW\ 
� � VKDOO�ÀOH�DQ�DIÀGDYLW��DV�SDUW�RI �WKH�UHFRUG�RI �WKH�SURFHHGLQJV� 
  stating that service cannot be made in accordance with  

� � $UWLFOH�����D��RI �WKLV�-XGLFLDO�&RGH��
� �E���7KH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�VKDOO�SXEOLVK�D�QRWLFH��DW�OHDVW�RQFH�� 
  in the newspaper of  the ranking unit of  the Order, or if  the 

  ranking unit does not publish a newspaper, then in a  

  newspaper of  general circulation in the general jurisdiction  

� � ZKHUHLQ�WKH�SDUW\�WR�EH�QRWLÀHG�UHVLGHV�
� �F���7KH�SXEOLVKHG�QRWLFH�VKDOO�FRQWDLQ�WKH�QDPH�RI �WKH�SDUW\�WR 

� � EH�QRWLÀHG��D�EULHI �VXPPDU\�RI �WKH�SXUSRVH�RI �WKH�FDXVH�RI � 
  action, and the name and address of  the Recording Secre-
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tary. 

� �G���6HUYLFH�VKDOO�EH�FRPSOHWHG�DW� WKH�GDWH�RI � WKH� ODVW�SXEOLFD-
tion. 

� �H���8SRQ�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RI �SXEOLFDWLRQ��WKH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\� 
� � VKDOO�ÀOH�DQ�DIÀGDYLW��DV�SDUW�RI �WKH�UHFRUG�RI �WKH�SURFHHGLQJV� 
  showing the fact of  publication together with a copy of  the 

  newspaper publication of  the notice as part of  the record of  

  the proceedings. 

� �I���7KH�DIÀGDYLW�DQG�FRS\�RI �WKH�SXEOLVKHG�QRWLFH�VKDOO�FRQVWLWXWH� 
  proof  of  service. 

� �J���1R�SURFHHGLQJ�PD\�FRPPHQFH�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�WKLUW\������GD\V� 
  following the last date of  publication of  any notice specifying  

  the proceeding and its commencement date.

THE COMPLAINT
JC ART. 15. The complaint shall be in writing and shall contain the 

following information: 

� �D���7KH�QDPH��DGGUHVV�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�RI �WKH�FRPSODLQ-

ant. 

� �E���7KH�QDPH�� DGGUHVV� DQG� WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�RI � WKH� UHVSRQ-

dent. 

� �F���$�FOHDU�DQG�FRQFLVH�VWDWHPHQW��LQ�SODLQ�ODQJXDJH��H[SODLQLQJ� 
� � WKH� DOOHJHG� YLRODWLRQ�V�� RI � WKH� ODZ�V�� RI � WKH� 2UGHU� DQG� 
  such additional information necessary to clarify the nature  

� � RI �WKH�RIIHQVH�V���
� �G���7KH�QDPH��DGGUHVV�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�RI �ZLWQHVVHV�WR�WKH� 
� � RIIHQVH�V���LI �NQRZQ�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKH�FRPSODLQW�LV�ÀOHG��
� �H���$�VLPSOH�DQG�FRQFLVH�VWDWHPHQW�RI �WKH�UHOLHI �UHTXHVWHG�RU�DV� 
� � VSHFLÀHG�LQ�WKH�ODZV�RI �2UGHU��
� �I���7KH�QDPH��DGGUHVV�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�RI �DQ\�GHVLJQDWHG 

  representative of  the complainant. 

� �J���7KH�VLJQDWXUH�RI �WKH�FRPSODLQDQW�DQG�WKH�GDWH�VLJQHG��

-&�$57������$Q�RULJLQDO�FRS\�RI �WKH�FRPSODLQW�VKDOO�EH�ÀOHG�ZLWK�
the Recording Secretary of  the Arbitration Commission having  

jurisdiction at the address of  record for said Recording Secretary. 

�-&�$UW�����UHYLVHG�������������FF�
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-&�$57������1R�FRPSODLQW�PD\�EH�ÀOHG�XQOHVV�LW�LV�ÀOHG��
� �D���1RW�ODWHU�WKDQ�VL[�����PRQWKV�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI �WKH�RIIHQVH� 
� � RU�QRW�ODWHU�WKDQ�VL[�����PRQWKV�IURP�WKH�GDWH�WKH�RIIHQVH 
  became known, or should have become known in the  

  exercise of  reasonable diligence, whichever is later. 

� �E���,QFOXGHV�GHSRVLW� RI � DQ\� UHTXLUHG�ÀOLQJ� IHHV� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� 
� � $UWLFOH����RI �WKLV�-XGLFLDO�&RGH�ZLWK�WKH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\��

-&�$57������8SRQ�UHFHLSW�RI �D�FRPSODLQW�WKH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�
shall: 

� �D���'DWH�WKH�FRPSODLQW�UHFHLYHG��
� �E���)RUZDUG�RQH�FRS\�RI �WKH�FRPSODLQW�WR�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI �WKH 
  Arbitration Commission. 

� �F���6HUYH��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�$UWLFOHV����DQG����RI �WKLV�-XGLFLDO� 
  Code, one copy of  the complaint to the respondent; a  

� � VWDWHPHQW� WKDW� WKH� UHVSRQGHQW�PXVW� ÀOH� DQ� DQVZHU�ZLWKLQ 

� � WKLUW\� ����� GD\V�� DQG� UHTXLUH� WKDW� WKH� UHVSRQGHQW� PXVW� 
  notify the Recording Secretary of  any designated representative 

� � ZLWKLQ�WKLUW\������GD\V��,I �QR�DQVZHU�LV�ÀOHG��DOO�DYHUPHQWV�RI  
  fact contained in the complaint will be deemed admitted. 

-&�$57������$�FRS\�RI �DQ\�VXEVHTXHQW�ÀOLQJV�PXVW�EH�VHUYHG�RQ�
all parties and the President of  the Arbitration Commission by the 

proponent. 

JC ART. 20. The Recording Secretary shall: 

� �D���)RUZDUG�D�FRS\�RI �DOO�ÀOLQJV�WR�WKH�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RU�� �
  Arbitration Commission. 

� �E���1RWLI\��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�$UWLFOHV����DQG����RI �WKLV�-XGLFLDO 
  Code, all parties and their designated representatives, if  any, 

  of  the identity of  the Trial Commissioner or Arbitration   

  Commission. 

JC ART. 21. The Trial Commissioner or Arbitration Commission shall 

establish a pre-trial hearing date to be attended by the complainant 

and the respondent along with their designated representatives, if  

any. At the pre-trial hearing, the Trial Commissioner or Arbitration 

Commission shall: 

� �D���'HÀQH�WKH�LVVXHV�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�WULDO��
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� �E���5HFRUG�WKH�QDPHV��DGGUHVVHV�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHUV�RI �DOO� 
  witnesses who will be called to testify at the trial by either  

  party. 

� �F���(VWDEOLVK�WKH�GDWH��WLPH�DQG�SODFH�IRU�WKH�WULDO�DQG�UHYLHZ�WKH� 
  trial procedure. 

� �G���5HFHLYH�DQ\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH�SDUWLHV�PD\�GHVLUH�WR�VXEPLW��
� �H���,VVXH� D� SUH�WULDO� RUGHU� WKURXJK� WKH� 5HFRUGLQJ� 6HFUHWDU\�� 
  setting forth the above information and any other necessary 

  information in writing to all parties and their designated  

� � UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�� LI � DQ\�� ZLWKLQ� WZHQW\� ����� GD\V� IURP� WKH� 
  pre-trial hearing date. 

JC ART. 22. All parties shall make an effort to resolve the matter 

DQG�LI �SRVVLEOH�DUULYH�DW�D�ÀQDO�GLVSRVLWLRQ�DW�WKH�SUH�WULDO�KHDULQJ�
date or at any time prior to commencement of  the trial.

TRIAL
JC ART. 23. When conducted by the local or subordinate lodge 

Arbitration Commission or by a Grand Lodge Trial Commissioner, 

the trial shall normally be held at the location of  the local lodge or 

subordinate lodge, where the local or subordinate lodge holds its 

meetings, or at a place in the near vicinity of  the local or subordi-

nate lodge.  When conducted by the full Grand Lodge Arbitration 

Commission the trial shall be held at a central location determined 

by the Arbitration Commission. With the consent of  all the parties, 

the trial may be held via Zoom or similar electronic means. The pro-

ceedings of  the trial shall be recorded at the sole cost and expense 

of  the complainant.

JC ART. 24. The following trial procedure, power, and authority 

shall apply: 

� �D���7KH�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RU�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�VKDOO�� �
  declare the trial open and verify that any designated repre-  

  sentatives are members of  the Order. 

� �E���$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�IROORZLQJ�RDWK�E\�WKH�7ULDO�&RPPLV���
  sioner or Arbitration Commission or the Recording Secre  

  tary to all persons who will give testimony at the trial:
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   ,�BBBBBBBBBBB�VZHDU� �DIÀUP�� WR� WHOO� WKH� WUXWK�� WKH 
� � � ZKROH� WUXWK�� DQG� QRWKLQJ� EXW� WKH� WUXWK� LQ� WKLV� 
� � � KHDULQJ��VR�KHOS�PH�*RG�

� �F���7KH� FRPSODLQDQW� VKDOO� SUHVHQW� LWV� FDVH�� HYLGHQFH� DQG� 
� � ZLWQHVV�HV��ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�FURVV�H[DPLQDWLRQ�E\� 
  the respondent and/or their designated representative, if  any,  

  and/or the Trial Commissioner or Arbitration Commission. 

� �G���7KH�UHVSRQGHQW�VKDOO�WKHQ�SUHVHQW�LWV�GHIHQVH��HYLGHQFH�DQG� 
� � ZLWQHVV�HV��ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�FURVV�H[DPLQDWLRQ�E\� 
  the complainant and/or their designated representative, if  

  any, and/or the Trial Commissioner or Arbitration Com-  

  mission. 

� �H���,I �GXULQJ� WKH� WULDO� DQ\�ZLWQHVV� UHIXVH� WR� WHVWLI\�� DQG�RU� WR� 
  answer questions asked of  them, or if  such witness becomes  

  unruly, abusive or uses foul and profane language, the  

  actions of  the witness shall be referred to the Orator of  the  

  ranking unit of  the Order for appropriate action. 

� �I���7KH�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RU�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�VKDOO�� �
  have the authority to require the parties to submit any ad-  

  ditional evidence and/or to call additional witnesses. 

� �J���7KH�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RU�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�VKDOO�� �
  have the authority to interpret the laws of  the Order. 

� �K���7KH�SDUWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��LI �DQ\��PD\ 
  submit any oral or written arguments to the Trial  

  Commissioner or Arbitration Commission they deem ap-  

  propriate to their position. 

JC ART. 25. The Trial Commissioner or Arbitration Commission 

VKDOO�UHQGHU�D�ZULWWHQ�GHFLVLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKLUW\������GD\V�RI �WKH�FRQFOX-

sion of  the trial. In rendering a decision, the Trial Commissioner or 

Arbitration Commission shall consider all the evidence submitted. 

The burden of  proof  shall rest upon the complainant who shall be 

required to prove his case by a fair preponderance of  the evidence. 

Whenever the evidence is equally balanced, a decision in favor of  

the respondent is to be returned. 

JC ART. 26. The Trial Commissioner or Arbitration Commission 

may by decision: 
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� �D���([SHO�D�SDUW\�IURP�WKH�2UGHU��
� �E���5HPRYH�D�SDUW\�IURP�RIÀFH��
� �F���6XVSHQG�D�SDUW\� IURP�RIÀFH�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI � WLPH�GHHPHG� 
  advisable. 

� �G���6XVSHQG�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�SULYLOHJHV�RI �D�SDUW\�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI � 
  time deemed advisable. 

� �H���$VVHVV�WKH�WULDO�FRVW�DV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�$UWLFOH����RI �WKLV�-XGLFLDO� 
  Code, including stenographic costs previously paid by the 

  complainant, against either party or both of  the parties equally. 

� �I���,PSRVH�D�ÀQH��

JC ART. 27. The Recording Secretary shall serve, in accordance 

with Article 13 and 14 of  this Judicial Code, a copy of  the decision 

to all parties including their designated representatives, if  any; the  

President of  the Arbitration Commission; and the President and the  

Orator of  the unit of  the Order wherefrom the complaint originated. 

-&�$57������7KH�GHFLVLRQV�RI �WKH�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RU�$UELWUD-
tion Commission shall be considered as and are the laws of  the Or-

GHU��7KH�RUGHUV��ÀQGLQJV�DQG�GHFLVLRQV�RI �WKH�7ULDO�&RPPLVVLRQHU�
or Arbitration Commission shall be carried out immediately by all 

affected parties and/or the ranking units of  the Order. An appeal 

shall not operate to stay the decision of  the Trial Commissioner 

RU�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��$�VWD\�PXVW�ÀUVW�EH�VRXJKW�IURP�WKH�
Trial Commissioner or Arbitration Commission and, if  refused, the 

request for a stay then by application to the next higher ranking 

tribunal of  the Order. 

APPEALS
-&�$57������7KH� ORVLQJ�SDUW\� �WKH� DSSHDOLQJ�SDUW\��PD\� DSSHDO� D�
Trial Commissioner’s decision or an appellate decision to the next 

higher ranking Arbitration Commission, or if  appropriate, to the 

Supreme Court of  the Order; that is, from Local Lodge Trial  

Commissioner to the Grand Lodge Arbitration Commission; from 

the State Trial Commissioner to the Supreme Lodge Arbitration 

Commission; from the decision of  the Grand Lodge Arbitration 

Commission to the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission; from  

the National Trial Commissioner to the Supreme Court of  the  
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Order; and from the decision of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration 

Commission to the Supreme Court of  the Order. 

JC ART. 30. The appeal shall be in writing and shall contain the fol-

lowing information: 

� �D���$�FOHDU�DQG�FRQFLVH�VWDWHPHQW��LQ�SODLQ�ODQJXDJH��H[SODLQLQJ� 
  the reason for the appeal. 

� �E���7KH�VLJQDWXUH�RI �WKH�DSSHDOLQJ�SDUW\�DQG�WKH�GDWH�VLJQHG��
� �F���$�FRS\�RI �WKH�FRPSOHWH�WUDQVFULSW�RI �WKH�WULDO�SURFHHGLQJV�RU� 
  intermediate appellate decision being appealed. 

-&�$57������7KH�DSSHDO�VKDOO�EH�ÀOHG�DV�IROORZV��
� �D���$Q� RULJLQDO� FRS\� ZLWK� WKH� 5HFRUGLQJ� 6HFUHWDU\� RI � WKH� 
  Arbitration Commission having jurisdiction at the address 

  of  record for said Recording Secretary. 

� �E���1RW�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKLUW\������GD\V�IURP�WKH�GDWH�WKH�DSSHDOLQJ� 
  party received a copy of  the Trial Commissioner’s decision or 

  the decision rendered by any Arbitration Commission. 

� �F���'HSRVLW�WKH�UHTXLUHG�ÀOLQJ�IHHV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�$UWLFOH����RI � 
  this Judicial Code with the Recording Secretary. 

� �G���,I �WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�$UWLFOH����D����E���DQG��F�� 
  of  this Judicial Code set forth above are not followed, then  

  the appeal may be quashed upon motion of  the responding  

  party. 

JC ART. 32. Upon receipt of  an appeal the Recording Secretary 

shall: 

� �D���'DWH�WKH�DSSHDO�UHFHLYHG��
� �E���6HUYH��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�$UWLFOHV����DQG����RI �WKLV�-XGLFLDO� 
  Code, one copy of  the appeal to the non-appealing party 

  and their designated representative, if  any, and a statement that  

  the non-appealing party and their designated representative,  

� � LI �DQ\��PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�ÀOH�D�UHSO\�ZLWK�WKLUW\������GD\V��
� �F���2EWDLQ� D� FRS\� RI � WKH� FRPSOHWH� WUDQVFULSW� RI � WKH� WULDO� 
  proceedings or appellate proceedings being appealed  

� � �LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�RULJLQDO�ÀOLQJV�DQG�DOO�GRFXPHQWV�VXEPLWWHG 

  and received into the record as evidence at the trial or  

� � DSSHOODWH� KHDULQJ�� IURP� WKH� 5HFRUGLQJ� 6HFUHWDU\� RI � WKH� 
  appropriate Arbitration Commission. 
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JC ART. 33. The Recording Secretary shall serve, in accordance 

with Articles 13 and 14 of  this Judicial Code, one copy of  any sub-

VHTXHQW�ÀOLQJV�WR�DOO�SDUWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��LI �
any; and: 

� �D���&RQYHQH� WKH� $UELWUDWLRQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� DQG� GHWHUPLQH� D� 
  suitable date, time and place to conduct a hearing. 

� �E���$GYLVH�DOO�SDUWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��LI �DQ\�� 
  of  the date, time and place set for the hearing of  the appeal. 

JC ART. 34. The appeal shall be heard by the full Arbitration  

Commission and the following procedure, power and authority 

shall apply: 

� �D���7KH�DSSHDOLQJ�SDUW\�DQG�RU�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� 
  if  any, shall present reasons for the appeal. 

� �E���7KH�QRQ�DSSHDOLQJ�SDUW\�DQG�RU�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� 
  if  any, shall respond accordingly. 

� �F���7KH�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH� 
  authority to inquire of  the parties on the issues of  the case. 

� �G���7KH� $UELWUDWLRQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� VKDOO� KDYH� WKH� DXWKRULW\� WR� 
  interpret the laws of  the Order, and to assess the costs as  

  established in Article 50 of  this Judicial Code, including 

  stenographic costs previously paid by the complainant,  

  against either party or both parties equally. 

� �H���7KH�SDUWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��LI �DQ\��PD\ 
  submit any oral or written arguments to the Arbitration 

  Commission they deem appropriate to their position. 

� �I���2UDO� VXEPLVVLRQV�VKDOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�ÀUVW�E\� WKH�DSSHDOLQJ 
  party and/or their designated representative, if  any, and  

  followed by the non-appealing party and/or their designated  

  representative, if  any. 

� �J���$W�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI �DOO�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI �WKH� 
  Arbitration Commission shall declare the hearing closed but  

  subject to any written memorandums either party and their  

  designated representatives, if  any, may desire to submit  

� � ZLWKLQ�WQ������GD\V�

JC ART. 35. The Arbitration Commission shall render a written  

decision to all parties and their designated representatives within 

                                   Judicial Code



116                                        Revised October 2021

WKLUW\������GD\V��,Q�UHQGHULQJ�D�GHFLVLRQ��WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�
PD\�DIÀUP��PRGLI\�RU�VHW�DVLGH�DQ\�GHFLVLRQ�RI �D�ORZHU�WULEXQDO�RU�
Trial Commissioner. A lower tribunal’s decision may be set aside or 

PRGLÀHG�RQO\�XSRQ�D�VKRZLQJ�RI �WKH�DEXVH�RI �WKH�GLVFUHWLRQ�JLYHQ�
to the lower tribunal. The decision shall be signed by not less than 

WKUHH�����FRQFXUULQJ�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��

JC ART. 36. The Recording Secretary shall serve, in accordance 

with Articles 13 and 14 of  this Judicial Code, a copy of  the decision 

to all parties including their designated representatives, if  any; and 

WKH�3UHVLGHQW�V��DQG�2UDWRU�V��RI �WKH�DSSURSULDWH�UDQNLQJ�XQLWV�RI �
the Order. 

JC ART. 37. The decision of  the Arbitration Commission shall be 

FRQVLGHUHG�DV�DQG�DUH�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�2UGHU��7KH�RUGHUV��ÀQGLQJV�
and decision of  the Arbitration Commission shall be carried out by 

all affected parties and/or the ranking units of  the Order. An appeal  

shall not operate to stay the decision of  the Arbitration Commission. 

$�VWD\�PXVW�ÀUVW�EH�VRXJKW�IURP�WKH�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�DQG�
if  they refuse the request for a stay then by application to the next 

higher ranking tribunal of  the Order. 

APPEALS TO THE SUPREME COURT OF 
THE ORDER

-&� $57�� ���� 7KH� ORVLQJ� SDUW\� �DSSHDOLQJ� SDUW\�� PD\� DSSHDO� D� 
National Trial Commissioner’s decision or decision of  the Supreme 

Lodge Arbitration Commission to the Supreme Court of  the Order. 

JC ART. 39. The appeal shall be in writing and shall contain the fol-

lowing information: 

� �D���$�FOHDU�DQG�FRQFLVH�VWDWHPHQW��LQ�SODLQ�ODQJXDJH��H[SODLQLQJ� 
  the reason for the appeal. 

� �E���7KH�VLJQDWXUH�RI �WKH�DSSHDOLQJ�SDUW\�DQG�WKH�GDWH�VLJQHG��
� �F���$�FRS\�RI �WKH�FRPSOHWH�WUDQVFULSW�RI �WKH�WULDO�SURFHHGLQJV�RU� 
  intermediate appellate decision being appealed. 

-&�$57������7KH�DSSHDO�VKDOO�EH�ÀOHG�DV�IROORZV��
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� �D���$Q� RULJLQDO� FRS\� ZLWK� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 5HFRUGLQJ� 6HFUHWDU\� 
� � DGGUHVVHG�DQG�PDLOHG�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFH�RI �WKH�2UGHU� 
  with copies to the non-appealing party. 

� �E���1RW�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKLUW\������GD\V�IURP�WKH�GDWH�WKH�DSSHDOLQJ 
  party received a copy of  the National Trial Commissioner’s  

  decision or the decision rendered by the Supreme Lodge  

  Arbitration Commission. 

� �F���'HSRVLW�WKH�UHTXLUHG�ÀOLQJ�IHHV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�$UWLFOH����RI � 
  this Judicial Code with the National Recording Secretary. 

� �G���,I �WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�$UWLFOH�����D����E���DQG��F��RI  
  this Judicial Code set forth above are not followed, then the  

  appeal may be quashed upon motion of  the responding party. 

JC ART. 41. Upon receipt of  an appeal, the National Recording 

Secretary shall: 

� �D���'DWH�WKH�DSSHDO�UHFHLYHG��
� �E���)RUZDUG�RQH�FRS\�RI �WKH�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW��
� �F���2EWDLQ� D� FRS\� RI � WKH� FRPSOHWH� WUDQVFULSW� RI � WKH� WULDO� 
  proceedings or appellate proceedings being appealed  

� � �LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�RULJLQDO�ÀOLQJV�DQG�DOO�GRFXPHQWV�VXEPLWWHG 

� � DW�WKH�WULDO�RU�DSSHOODWH�KHDULQJ��IURP�WKH�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\� 
  of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission. 

JC ART. 42. The parties shall serve one copy of  any subsequent  

ÀOLQJV�RQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW��

JC ART. 43. The National President shall: 

� �D���,QVWUXFW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�WR�IRUZDUG�D�FRS\� 
� � RI �DOO�PDWHULDOV�ÀOHG�WR�DOO�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI � 
  the Order. 

� �E���'HWHUPLQH�D�VXLWDEOH�GDWH��QRW�ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH�QH[W�VFKHGXOHG 

� � 6XSUHPH� &RXQFLO� 0HHWLQJ��� WLPH� DQG� SODFH� WR� FRQGXFW� D 
  hearing. 

� �F���,QVWUXFW� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 5HFRUGLQJ� 6HFUHWDU\� WR� QRWLI\�� LQ� 
  accordance with Articles 13 and 14 of  this Judicial Code, all  

  parties and their designated representatives, if  any, of  the  

  date, time and place set for the hearing of  the appeal. 

JC ART. 44. The appeal shall be heard by not less than a majority of  
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the members of  the Supreme Court of  the Order and the following 

procedure, power and authority shall apply: 

� �D���7KH�DSSHDOLQJ�SDUW\�DQG�RU�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� 
  if  any, shall present its reasons for the appeal. 

� �E���7KH�QRQ�DSSHDOLQJ�SDUW\�DQG�RU�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� 
  if  any, shall respond accordingly. 

� �F���7KH�PHPEHUV��RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI �WKH�2UGHU�VKDOO�KDYH 
  the authority to inquire of  the parties on the issues of  the 

  case. 

� �G���7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI �WKH�2UGHU�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR 

  interpret the laws of  the Order, and to assess the cost as  

  established in Article 50 of  this Judicial Code, including  

  stenographic costs previously paid by the complainant,  

  against either party or both parties equally. 

� �H���7KH�SDUWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�GHVLJQDWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��LI �DQ\��PD\� 
  submit any oral or written arguments to the Supreme Court  

  of  the Order they deem appropriate. 

� �I���2UDO� VXEPLVVLRQV�VKDOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�ÀUVW�E\� WKH�DSSHDOLQJ� 
  party and followed by the non-appealing party. 

� �J���$W�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI �DOO�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI �WKH 
  Supreme Court of  the Order shall declare the hearing closed. 

JC ART. 45. The Supreme Court of  the Order shall render a written 

decision to all parties and their designated representatives, if  any. 

In rendering a decision, the Supreme Court of  the Order shall only 

set aside or modify a lower tribunal’s decision upon a showing of  

the abuse of  the discretion given to the lower tribunal. The decision 

shall be signed by not less than a majority of  the concurring members 

of  the Supreme Court of  the Order who heard the case. 

JC ART. 46. The National Recording Secretary shall serve, in  

accordance with Articles 13 and 14 of  this Judicial Code, a copy of  

the decision to all parties including their designated representatives, 

LI �DQ\��DQG�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�V��DQG�2UDWRU�V��RI �WKH�DSSURSULDWH�UDQN-
ing units of  the Order. 

JC ART. 47. The decisions of  the Supreme Court of  the Order shall 

EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�DQG�DUH� ODZV�RI � WKH�2UGHU��7KH�RUGHUV��ÀQGLQJV�
and decisions of  the Supreme Court of  the Order shall be carried 
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out immediately by all affected parties and/or the ranking units of  

the Order.

JUDICIAL FEES AND COSTS
-&�$57������:KHQHYHU�D�FRPSODLQW�LV�ÀOHG��LW�VKDOO�EH�DFFRPSDQLHG�
E\� D� RQH�KXQGUHG�GROODU� �������ÀOLQJ� IHH� XQOHVV� WKH� FRPSODLQW� LV� 
ÀOHG� E\� DQ�2UDWRU� RI � D� UDQNLQJ� XQLW� SXUVXDQW� WKH� GXWLHV� RI � WKH� 
2UDWRU��LQ�ZKLFK�HYHQW�WKHUH�LV�QR�ÀOLQJ�IHH��

-&�$57������:KHQHYHU�DQ�DSSHDO�LV�ÀOHG��LW�VKDOO�EH�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�
D�ÀOLQJ�IHH�DV�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VFKHGXOH��
� �D���)RXU�KXQGUHG� GROODUV� ������� ZKHQ� WKH� DSSHDO� LV� IURP� D� 
  decision rendered by a Trial Commissioner. 

� �E���2QH�WKRXVDQG�GROODUV� ���������ZKHQ� WKH� DSSHDO� LV� IURP� D� 
� � GHFLVLRQ�RI �DQ�$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��VHFRQG�DSSHDO���
� �F���7ZR�WKRXVDQG�GROODUV� ���������ZKHQ� WKH� DSSHDO� LV� IURP� D 
  decision of  the Supreme Lodge Arbitration Commission, 

  and which decision was also appealed from a Grand Lodge  

� � $UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��WKLUG�DSSHDO���

JC ART. 50. The costs of  conducting a trial before a Trial Commis-

sioner or Arbitration Commission include the following: 

� �D���6WHQRJUDSKHU·V�IHHV�
� �E���7UDQVFULSW�RI �WKH�UHFRUG�RI �WKH�WULDO�LI �LW�LV�UHGXFHG�WR�
  writing 

� �F���3KRWR�FRS\LQJ�DQG�SRVWDJH�
� �G���3XEOLFDWLRQ�FRVWV��LI �DQ\��RI �$UWLFOH����RI �WKLV�-XGLFLDO�&RGH�
� �H���7KH�SHU�GLHP�DV�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�ODZV�RI �WKH�UDQNLQJ�XQLW� 
  for the Trial Commissioner and Recording Secretary 

� �I���7KH� FRVW� RI � WUDYHO�� ORGJLQJ�� DQG� PHDOV� OHVV� WKH� SHU�GLHP� 
  established by the laws of  the ranking unit for the Trial  

  Commissioner or Arbitration Commission and Recording   

  Secretary 

� �J���7KH�FRVW�RI �REWDLQLQJ�D�URRP�IRU�KROGLQJ�D�WULDO�EHIRUH�WKH� 
  Trial Commissioner or Arbitration Commission. 

JC ART. 51. The cost and per-diem for conducting hearings on  

appeals by any Arbitration Commission and the Supreme Court of  
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the Order shall be borne by the ranking unit of  the Order and shall 

not require any authorization for payment by any of  the ranking 

units and shall be made from the treasury of  such ranking unit.

RECORDS
-&�$57������$�FRS\�RI �WKH�ÀQDO�GHFLVLRQ�UHQGHUHG�LQ�D�WULDO�RU�KHDULQJ�
shall be forwarded by the Recording Secretary of  the ranking unit of  

WKH�2UGHU�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�+RPH�2IÀFH�RI �WKH�2UGHU��)RU�SXUSRVH�
RI �WKLV�DUWLFOH��D�ÀQDO�GHFLVLRQ�LV�D�GHFLVLRQ�ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�DSSHDOHG�
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APPENDIX A
FRATERNAL PACT

5HVROXWLRQ
 WHEREAS, there has existed since December of  1954 a Fraternal  

Pact between the Supreme Lodge, Order Sons of  Italy and the 

Grand Lodge Dominion of  Canada, Order Sons of  Italy of  Ontario,  

with an amendment to said Fraternal Pact approved by both  

parties in April/May, 1971, as more fully set forth in Appendix “A” 

of  the Constitution and General Laws of  the Order Sons of  Italy 

in America; and 

 WHEREAS, the Grand Lodge of  Canada, Order Sons of  Italy has 

been granted a charter of  incorporation by the Federal Government 

of  Canada under the name “Order Sons of  Italy of  Canada,” thereby 

replacing the Grand Lodge of  Canada, Order Sons of  Italy of   

Ontario; and 

 WHEREAS, the new federally incorporated Order Sons of  Ita-

ly of  Canada, hereinafter referred to as OSIC, is desirous of  enter-

ing into a new relationship with the Order Sons of  Italy in America,  

hereinafter referred to as the Supreme Lodge, under the following 

terms and conditions: 

 1.  OSIC’s present per capita tax to the Supreme Lodge will be  

  eliminated. 

� ���� 26,&�ZLOO�SD\�D�PHPEHUVKLS�IHH�RI �RQH�GROODU���������SHU 
� � \HDU�LQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�&XUUHQF\��ZLWK�PHPEHUVKLS�ÀJXUHV�DV� 
  of  January 1st of  each calendar year. OSIC’s payment of  the  

  total annual membership fees will be paid on or about July  

� � �VW�RI �HDFK�\HDU��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�/RGJH·V� 
� � ÀVFDO�\HDU��
 3.  OSIC’s representation in the Supreme Lodge will be limited 

  to the President of  OSIC being a member of  the Supreme  

  Cabinet with full voting power on said Supreme Cabinet.  

  The President of  OSIC may attend the Biennial Convention  
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  of  the Supreme Lodge at OSIC’s expense. 

 4.  The President of  OSIC will be kept apprised of  the Supreme  

  Lodge’s organizational developments and meetings. 

 5.  Although the members of  OSIC will not receive the OSIA  

  News, the President of  OSIC will at all times remain on the  

  Supreme Cabinet mailing list and will receive complimentary 

  copies of  OSIA News for himself/herself  and other OSIC  

� � 1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV��DQG�

 WHEREAS, the members of  the Supreme Lodge, a fraternal  

organization, being an integral part of  the United States of  America, 

are dedicated to the progress of  these United States and which 

they serve at all times with undivided devotion; realizing that they  

uphold, and strengthen this Republic through an intelligent and 

constant exercise of  civil duties and rights and obedience to the 

Constitution of  the United States, and 

 WHEREAS, the members of  OSIC, a fraternal organization, 

being an integral part of  Canada, are dedicated to the progress of  

Canada and which they serve at all times with undivided devotion;  

realizing that they uphold and strengthen Canada through  

intelligent and constant exercise of  their civic duties and rights, and 

obedience to the laws of  Canada, and 

 WHEREAS, the members of  the Supreme Lodge and members 

of  OSIC, united in the belief  in God, are conscious of  being a  

representative element of  an old civilization which has contributed 

to the enlightenment of  the human spirit are justly proud of  the 

contribution made by those of  Italian extraction to the civic and 

cultural development of  America and Canada, and which pride will  

become stronger with the knowledge and practice of  collective  

action and responsibilities; 

Now, THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED�WKDW�LW�LV�GHHPHG�ÀWWLQJ�
and proper that the Supreme Lodge and OSIC, subject to the above 

conditions 1 through 5, unite in a spiritual bond, for the following 

purposes;

 1.  To unite in one social entity people of  Italian descent residing  

  in North America, without prejudice as to religious or political  
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  faith, who believe in the fundamental conceptions of  a  

  society based upon law and order, and a government  

  founded on principles of  country and nation. 

 2.  To foster and promote international understanding between 

  the United States and Canada. 

 3.  To uphold the concept of  Americanism and Canadianism. 

 4.  To encourage the diffusion of  Italian culture and language  

  as an effective medium of  the appreciation of  the race; to 

  keep alive in the youth the spiritual admiration for the land 

  of  their fathers, with the knowledge that the cultural,  

  historical, and traditional patrimony constitutes the greatest  

  contribution that they can make to the progress of  America  

  and Canada. 

 5. To promote the moral, intellectual, and material advancement  

  of  the members; to initiate and support causes for the  

� � GHIHQVH�� DIÀUPDWLRQ�DQG�H[DOWDWLRQ�RI � WKH� ,WDOLDQ�QDPH� LQ 

  America and Canada; to determine and propagate the  

  contribution made by people of  Italian extraction in the  

  discovery and development of  America and Canada. 

 6.  To organize institutions of  charitable assistance and social  

  welfare for the mutual protection of  the needy, widows and  

� � RUSKDQV�� WR� JLYH� EHQHÀWV�� VXEVLGLHV�� DQG� KHOS� DV� PDWHULDO� 
  examples of  the solidarity of  the Italian people; and to  

  encourage and instill in the hearts of  the members the sense  

  of  traditional independence, dignity and pride of  our people. 

 The above Resolution was unanimously approved by the Supreme 

Delegates to the 43rd Biennial Supreme Convention, meeting at 

The Breakers Hotel, Palm Beach, Florida, August 22-29, 1993. 

    

    

    Joanne L. Strollo, National President; Order Sons of  Italy in America 

 The above Resolution was unanimously approved by the  

delegates of  OSIC at an annual meeting held on May 14, 1994, in 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

    

    Chris Bennedsen, National President ; Order Sons of  Italy of  Canada

                                   Appendix A



124                                        Revised October 2021

APPENDIX BAPPENDIX B
SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION®, 

TRUST AGREEMENT
 Trust agreement made this 24th day of  August, 1959, by 

and between the ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA, a  

fraternal organization, hereinafter referred to as the Donor, and  

Joseph Gorrasi, Supreme Venerable, John Ottaviano, First Assistant 

Supreme Venerable, George J. Spatuzza, Ex-Supreme Venerable, Jo-

seph C. Palermo, Supreme Orator, Joseph A.L. Errigo, Supreme 

Recording Secretary, Americo A. DeMartinis, Supreme Financial 

Secretary, Joseph Cernuto, Supreme Treasurer, John A. Volpe and 

Americo V. Cortese, hereinafter referred to as the Trustees. 

 1. Purpose of  Trust: This Trust is created and shall be operated 

H[FOXVLYHO\�DQG�VROHO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI �6HFWLRQ������F������RI �
the Internal Revenue Code or any similar Federal Statute hereinafter 

LQ�HIIHFW��IRU�UHOLJLRXV��FKDULWDEOH��VFLHQWLÀF�� OLWHUDU\�RU�HGXFDWLRQDO�
purposes, or for the prevention of  cruelty to children or animals. 

1R�SDUW�RI �WKH�7UXVW�)XQG�VKDOO�LQXUH�WR�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI �DQ\�SULYDWH�
shareholder or individual, and no part of  the activities of  this Trust 

shall consist of  carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting, 

WR�LQÁXHQFH�OHJLVODWLRQ��RU�RI �SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ��RU�LQWHUYHQLQJ�LQ��LQ-

FOXGLQJ�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RU�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI �VWDWHPHQWV���DQ\�SROLWLFDO�
FDPSDLJQ�RQ�EHKDOI �RI �DQ\�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�SXEOLF�RIÀFH��

 2. Name of  Trust: The name of  this Trust shall be the Sons 

of  Italy Foundation, and, so far as practicable, the Trustees shall  

conduct the activities of  the Trust in that name. 

 3. Trust Fund: The Trustees may receive donations from the  

Donor or from any other source in cash or in other property accept-

able to them. All donations so received, together with the income  

therefrom, herein referred to as the Trust Fund, shall be held,  

managed, administered and paid out by the Trustees pursuant to the 

terms of  this Agreement. The Trustees may accept donations which 

restrict their uses and purposes, provided such restrictions are with-
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LQ�WKH�XVHV�DQG�SXUSRVHV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�SDUDJUDSK�RQH�����DQG�ZKLFK�
limit the time, manner, amount or other terms of  distribution; but,  

XQOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�UHTXLUHG��WKH�7UXVWHHV�PD\�PLQJOH�VXFK�
restricted donations with other assets of  the Trust Fund. 

 4. Use of  Trust Fund: The trustees shall apply the Trust Fund, 

at such time or times, in such manner, and in such amounts as they 

may determine or as may be required by restricted donations, to the 

XVHV�DQG�SXUSRVHV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�SDUDJUDSK�RQH������RU�WKH\�PD\�PDNH�
contributions to other charitable organizations. For this purpose, 

the term “charitable organizations” shall mean a corporation, trust 

or community chest, fund or foundation, created and organized and 

RSHUDWHG� H[FOXVLYHO\� IRU� UHOLJLRXV�� FKDULWDEOH�� VFLHQWLÀF�� OLWHUDU\� RU�
educational purposes, or for the prevention of  cruelty to children or 

DQLPDOV��QR�SDUW�RI �WKH�QHW�HDUQLQJV�RI �ZKLFK�LQXUHV�WR�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI �
any private shareholder or individual and no substantial part of  the  

activities of  which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise  

DWWHPSWLQJ�� WR� LQÁXHQFH� OHJLVODWLRQ�� 7KH� 7UXVWHHV� VKDOO� QRW� 
unreasonably accumulate income within the prohibition and  

limitation of  Section 504 of  the Internal Revenue Code or any  

similar Federal Statute hereinafter in effect. 

5. Action of  Trustees: The Trustees shall act by a vote of  a majority 

of  their number at any given time. Any instrument required to be 

executed by this Trust shall be valid if  executed in the name of  this 

Trust by such a majority of  the Trustees. All actions of  the Trustees 

shall be taken either by resolution at a meeting or by written record 

without a meeting. The Trustees shall appoint from among them-

selves a secretary who shall cause a record to be kept of  all actions 

of  the Trustees. A copy of  any resolution or actions taken by the 

7UXVWHHV��FHUWLÀHG�E\�DQ\�RQH�RI �WKH�7UXVWHHV��PD\�EH�UHOLHG�XSRQ�
by any person dealing with this Trust. No person shall be required 

to see to the application of  any money, securities or other property 

paid or delivered to the Trustees or to inquire into any action, deci-

sion or authority of  the Trustees.

 6. Trustees Powers: In the administration of  the Trust and of  

the Trust Fund, the Trustees shall have all powers and authority  

necessary or available to carry out the purposes of  this Trust and, 
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without limiting the generality of  the foregoing, shall have the  

following powers and authority: 

� �D���7R� UHFHLYH� WKH� LQFRPH��SURÀWV�� UHQWV� DQG�SURFHHGV�RI � WKH� 
  Trust Fund and to collect and receipt the same. 

� �E���7R� SXUFKDVH�� VXEVFULEH� IRU�� UHWDLQ�� LQYHVW� DQG� UHLQYHVW� LQ 

  securities or other property wherever situated and whether  

  or not productive or of  a wasting nature and without any 

� � UHTXLUHPHQW� IRU�GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ�DV� WR�NLQG�RU� DPRXQW��7KH� 
  words “securities or other property” as used in this Agreement 

  shall be deemed to include real or personal property, stocks,  

  common or preferred, or any other interest in any corporation,  

  association, investment trust or investment company, bonds,  

  notes, debentures or other evidences of  indebtedness or  

  ownership, secured or unsecured, even though the same may 

  not be legal investments for a trustee under the laws  

  applicable hereto. 

� �F���7R�VHOO�IRU�FDVK�RU�RQ�FUHGLW��FRQYHUW��UHGHHP��H[FKDQJH�IRU� 
  other securities or other property, or otherwise dispose of   

  any securities or other property at any time held by them. 

� �G���7R� DOWHU�� UHSDLU�� LPSURYH�� HUHFW� EXLOGLQJV� XSRQ�� GHPROLVK� 
  manage, partition, mortgage, lease (even for a term exceeding  

� � ÀYH�����\HDUV���H[FKDQJH��JUDQW�RSWLRQV�WR�OHDVH�RU�WR�EX\�DQG� 
  sell or dispose of, at public or private sale, and upon such 

  conditions and such terms as to cash and credit as they may  

  deem advisable, real property. 

� �H���7R�SD\�DOO�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�H[SHQVHV�RI �WKLV�7UXVW�DQG�DQ\�WD[HV� 
  imposed upon it and to settle, compromise or submit to  

  arbitration any claims, mortgages, debts or damages due or 

  owing to or from the Trust, to commence or defend suits or 

  legal proceedings. 

� �I���7R� H[HUFLVH� DQ\� FRQYHUVLRQ� SULYLOHJH� RU� VXEVFULSWLRQ� ULJKW� 
  available in connection with any securities or other property 

  at any time held by them; to consent to the reorganization,  

� � FRQVROLGDWLRQ��PHUJHU�RU�UHDGMXVWPHQW�RI �WKH�ÀQDQFHV�RI �DQ\� 
  corporation, company or association or to the sale, mortgage,  

  pledge or lease of  the property of  any corporation, company  

  or association, any of  the securities of  which may at any time  

  be held by them and to do any act with reference thereto, 

  including the exercise of  options, the making of  agreements  

  or subscriptions and the payment of  expenses, assessments  
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  or subscriptions which may be deemed necessary or advisable  

  in connection therewith, and to hold and retain any securities  

  or other property which they may so acquire. 

� �J���7R�YRWH�SHUVRQDOO\��RU�E\�JHQHUDO�RU�OLPLWHG�SUR[\��DQ\�VKDUHV 
  of  stock which may be held by them at any time and similarly  

  to exercise personally, or by general or by limited power of   

  attorney, any right appurtenant to any securities or other  

  property held by them at any time. 

� �K���7R�ERUURZ�PRQH\� LQ� VXFK�DPRXQWV�DQG�XSRQ�VXFK� WHUPV� 
  and conditions as shall be deemed advisable or proper to 

  carry out the purpose of  this Trust and to pledge any securities  

  or other property for the repayment of  any such loan. 

� �L���7R�HPSOR\�VXLWDEOH�DFFRXQWDQWV��DJHQWV��FRXQVHO�DQG�FXVWRGLDQV� 
  and to pay their reasonable expenses and compensation. 

� �M���7R�PDNH�� H[HFXWH�DQG�GHOLYHU� DOO� LQVWUXPHQWV�QHFHVVDU\�RU� 
  proper for the accomplishment of  the purpose of  this trust 

  or of  any of  the foregoing powers, including deeds, bills of  

  sale, transfers, leases, mortgages, assignments, conveyances,  

  contracts, purchase agreements, waivers, releases and 

  settlements. 

 Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is expressly provided that 

the powers herein conferred shall not be exercised unless they are  

FRQVLVWHQW� ZLWK� WKH� UHTXLUHPHQWV� RI � 6HFWLRQ� ���� �F�� ���� RI � WKH� 
Internal Revenue Code or any similar Federal Statute hereinafter in 

effect. 

� ���)RXQGDWLRQ�7UXVWHHV��7KHUH�VKDOO�EH����YRWLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI �
WKH�%RDUG�RI �WKH�7UXVW�VHOHFWHG�DQG�RU�HOHFWHG�ZLWK�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ��
eligibility, terms and duties as follows: 

� �D���6L[�����PHPEHUV�IURP�WKH�UDQNV�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�E\ 
virtue of  their incumbency of  their positions on the Supreme  

&RXQFLO� DV� IROORZV�� �ÀUVW�� 1DWLRQDO� 3UHVLGHQW�� �VHFRQG�� 
1DWLRQDO� )LUVW� 9LFH� 3UHVLGHQW�� �WKLUG�� 1DWLRQDO� ,P-

PHGLDWH� 3DVW� 3UHVLGHQW�� �IRXUWK�� 1DWLRQDO� 5HFRUGLQJ� 
6HFUHWDU\�� �ÀIWK�� 1DWLRQDO� )LQDQFLDO� 6HFUHWDU\�� �VL[WK�� 
National Treasurer. These trustees shall serve upon election  

WR� VXFK� RIÀFH� DQG� FRQWLQXH� WR� VHUYH� XQWLO� WKHLU� VXFFHVVRU� 
TXDOLÀHV��

� �E���7KHUH� VKDOO� EH� QRW�PRUH� WKDQ� IRXU� ���� DGGLWLRQDO� WUXVWHHV� 
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  elected by a majority vote from the list of  active Past National  

  Presidents by he trustees who serve by virtue of  the  

  incumbency of  their positions on the Supreme Council. 

� �F���(LJKW�����DGGLWLRQDO�WUXVWHHV�VKDOO�EH�HOHFWHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH 
  Council at its meeting held subsequent to the Biennial  

  Supreme Convention. The election shall be by a majority 

� � YRWH�RI �WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXQFLO�PHPEHUV��$OO�HLJKW�����PHPEHUV� 
� � WKXV� HOHFWHG� VKDOO� EH� DXWRPDWLF� H[�RIÀFLR�GHOHJDWHV� WR� WKH� 
� � 6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ��7KH�HLJKW� ���� DGGLWLRQDO� WUXVWHHV�GR 

  not have to be delegates to the Supreme Biennial Convention  

  but must be members of  the Order in order to qualify for  

  election. 

� �G���7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�VKDOO�EH�WKH�&KDLUPDQ�RI �WKH�%RDUG� 
  of  Trustees. The Board of  Trustees shall elect a President who 

� � VKDOO� EH� WKH� FKLHI � H[HFXWLYH� RIÀFHU� RI � WKH� 6RQV� RI � ,WDO\� 
� � )RXQGDWLRQ�DW�WKH�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ�RI �WKH�WUXVWHHV�IROORZLQJ�WKH� 
  Biennial Supreme Convention. The President of  the Sons of   

  Italy Foundation shall have all the powers and prerogatives  

� � RI �D�SUHVLGLQJ�RIÀFHU�SXUVXDQW� WR�DQG�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK� WKH� 
  terms of  the Trust. The National First Vice President, the  

  National Recording Secretary, the National Financial Secretary,  

  and the National Treasurer shall serve respectively as the  

  First Vice President, the Secretary, Financial Secretary and 

  Treasurer of  the Foundation with all the necessary and  

� � UHJXODU�GXWLHV�RI �WKRVH�RIÀFHV��
� �H���7KH� HLJKWHHQ� ����� 7UXVWHHV� VR� HOHFWHG� VKDOO� EH� WKH� YRWLQJ� 
  members of  the Foundation. The voting members shall have 

  the right to establish various categories of  non-voting  

� � PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�VSHFLI\�WKH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�WKHUHIRU��
� �I���7KH� 7UXVWHHV� VKDOO� VHUYH� DW� WKH� SOHDVXUH� RI � WKH� 6XSUHPH 
� � &RXQFLO� RI � WKH�'RQRU��$Q\�7UXVWHH�PD\� UHVLJQ�KLV�RIÀFH� 
  at any time without leave of  court. Vacancies existing in the 

� � RIÀFH� RI � 7UXVWHH�� IRU�ZKDWHYHU� FDXVH�� VKDOO� EH� ÀOOHG� E\� D� 
  majority vote of  the remaining trustees of  the Foundation, 

  but the Trustees may act notwithstanding the existence of   

� � DQ\�YDFDQF\�VR�ORQJ�DV�WKHUH�VKDOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�DW�OHDVW�ÀYH 
� � ����7UXVWHHV�LQ�RIÀFH��7KH�UHVLJQDWLRQ�RU�UHPRYDO�RI �D�7UXVWHH� 
  and the appointment of  a successor Trustee shall have the 

  same powers and duties as those conferred upon the Trustees  
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  named in this Agreement.

�$UW�����D��	��F��UHYLVHG������������PG

� ���7KH�([HFXWLYH�&RPPLWWHH�RI �WKH�6RQV�RI �,WDO\�)RXQGDWLRQ�
�6,)�� LV� FRPSRVHG� RI � WKH�1DWLRQDO� 3UHVLGHQW� RI � WKH�'RQRU�� WKH�
Chairman of  the SIF, the National First Vice President and by  

appointment of  the National President, two of  the National Past 

Presidents serving as trustees of  the SIF. 

 The Executive Committee shall meet at the call of  the President 

of  the SIF, at a time and place designated by the said President or by 

telephone conference. The Executive Committee is not authorized 

to make any expenditure of  funds, not indicated as a line item in 

WKH�EXGJHW�RI �WKH�6,)��LQ�H[FHVV�RI �WKUHH�WKRXVDQG����������GROODUV��
The Executive Committee shall not, under any circumstances, take 

any action contrary to the intention of  the Donor that the Trust 

EH�RSHUDWHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�IRU�UHOLJLRXV��FKDULWDEOH��VFLHQWLÀF�OLWHUDU\�RU�
educational purposes or in any manner which would cause the trust 

to lose its tax exempt status under the provisions of  Section 501 

�F������RI �WKH�,QWHUQDO�5HYHQXH�&RGH�RU�DQ\�VLPLODU�)HGHUDO�6WDWXWH�
hereinafter in effect. 

 The Donor of  the Trust has authorized the institution of  the 

Executive committee in order to facilitate matters of  an emergency 

nature that require immediate action. 

 9. Bond and Compensation: No Trustee shall be required to  

furnish any bond or surety. Trustees shall serve without compensa-

tion for their services hereunder, but all expenses of  this Trust or 

of  any Trustee acting hereunder shall be paid by the Trustees from 

the Trust Fund. 

 10. Accounting by Trustees: The Trustees shall render accounts 

of  their transactions to the Donor at least annually, and the Donor 

may approve such accounts by an instrument in writing delivered to 

WKH�7UXVWHHV��,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI �WKH�ÀOLQJ�LQ�ZULWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�7UXVWHHV� 
by the Donor of  exceptions or objections to any such account within 

VL[W\������GD\V��WKH�'RQRU�VKDOO�EH�GHHPHG�WR�KDYH�DSSURYHG�VXFK 

account; and in such case or upon the written approval of  the  

Donor of  any such account, the Trustees shall be released, relieved 

and discharged with respect to all matters and things set forth 
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in such account as though such account had been settled by the  

decree of  a court of  competent jurisdiction. No person other than 

the Donor may require an accounting or bring any action against 

the Trustees with respect to this Trust. The Trustees may at any 

time initiate legal action or proceedings for the settlement of  their  

accounts and, except as otherwise required by law, the only necessary 

party defendant to any such action or proceedings shall be the Donor. 

 11. Liability of  Trustees: Trustees shall be liable only for their 

own willful misconduct or omissions in bad faith. No Trustee shall 

be liable for the acts or omissions of  any other Trustee, or of  any  

accountant, agent, counsel or custodian selected with reasonable  

care. Each Trustee shall be fully protected in acting upon any  

LQVWUXPHQW��FHUWLÀFDWH�RU�SDSHU��EHOLHYHG�E\�WKH�7UXVWHH�WR�EH�JHQXLQH�
and to be signed or presented by the proper person or persons, and 

no Trustee shall be under any duty to make any investigation or 

inquiry as to any statement contained in any such writing but may 

accept the same as conclusive evidence of  the truth and accuracy of  

the statements therein contained. 

� ����$PHQGPHQW��7KLV�$JUHHPHQW�PD\�EH�DPHQGHG�RU�PRGLÀHG� 
from time to time by the Supreme Council of  the Donor whenever 

QHFHVVDU\� RU� DGYLVDEOH� IRU� WKH� PRUH� FRQYHQLHQW� RU� HIÀFLHQW� 
administration of  this Trust or to enable the Trustees to car-

ry out the purpose of  this Trust more effectively, but no such 

DPHQGPHQW� RU�PRGLÀFDWLRQ� VKDOO� DOWHU� WKH� LQWHQWLRQ� RI � WKH�'R-

nor that this Trust be operated exclusively for religious, charita-

EOH�� VFLHQWLÀF�� OLWHUDU\�RU�HGXFDWLRQDO�SXUSRVHV��RU� IRU� WKH�SUHYHQ-

tion of  cruelty to children or animals, and in manner which shall 

make this Trust tax exempt under the provisions of  Section 501 

�F�� ����RI � WKH� ,QWHUQDO�5HYHQXH�&RGH�RU� DQ\� VLPLODU�)HGHUDO�6WDW-
ute hereinafter in effect and the donations to it deductible from 

taxable income to the extent allowed by the provisions of  the  

Internal Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations. 

(YHU\�DPHQGPHQW�RU�PRGLÀFDWLRQ�RI �WKLV�$JUHHPHQW�VKDOO�EH�PDGH�
LQ�ZULWLQJ��VKDOO�EH�VLJQHG�E\�WZR�����RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�'RQRU�SXUVXDQW�
to authority of  its Supreme Council and shall be delivered to each 

RI �WKH�7UXVWHHV�WKHQ�LQ�RIÀFH��
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 13. Irrevocability and Termination: This Trust shall be irrevocable 

but may be terminated at any time by action of  the Supreme Council  

of  the Donor. Upon any such termination, the Trustees shall prompt-

O\� GLVWULEXWH� WKH� HQWLUH�7UXVW�)XQG� WR� TXDOLÀHG� UHFLSLHQWV� H[HPSW�
XQGHU�6HFWLRQ������F������RI �WKH�,QWHUQDO�5HYHQXH�&RGH�RU�VLPLODU�
Federal Statute hereinafter in effect under the terms of  this Trust. 

 14. Situs: This Agreement is executed and delivered in the  

Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania, the situs shall be in that  

Commonwealth, and it shall be governed by, and construed and  

administered in accordance with the laws of  the Commonwealth, 

DQG� FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK� WKH� SURYLVLRQV� RI � 6HFWLRQ� ���� �F�� ���� RI � WKH� 
Internal Revenue Code or any similar Federal Statute hereinafter in 

effect under the terms of  this Trust. 

15. Acceptance of  Trust: The Trustees do hereby accept this Trust 

and undertake to hold, manage and administer the Trust Fund in 

accordance with the terms of  this Agreement. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF this Agreement has been executed in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by the Donor and by each of  the Trust-

ees named herein.

7KH�PRGLÀFDWLRQV�ZHUH�DSSURYHG�RQ�2FWREHU�����������E\�YRWH�RI �
the Supreme Council.

    Joseph DiTrapani, President; Sons of  Italy Foundation

    Joseph Sciame, National Past President, Order Sons of  Italy in America
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 APPENDIX CAPPENDIX C
BYLAWS OF THE COMMISSION FOR 
SOCIAL JUSTICE® OF THE ORDER 

SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA®

CSJ ARTICLE I - NAME, PURPOSES OF 
CORPORATION, MEMBERSHIP AND 

MEETING OF MEMBERS
Section 1.1. Name:  The name of  the Corporation is Commission 
IRU�6RFLDO�-XVWLFH��RI �7KH�2UGHU�6RQV�RI �,WDO\�LQ�$PHULFD�.

Section 1.2. Purpose: The purpose of  the Corporation is to inure 

equal concern, respect, treatment, and opportunity for all Italians, 

Italian-Americans and those of  other ethnic origins by appropriate 

and lawful processes, and to advance proper understanding among 

all people to be accomplished through education, understanding,  

and to preserve and translate into greater effectiveness, the prin-

ciples of  liberty, equality and justice. 

 To receive, administer and disburse funds for charitable, literary 

DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�SXUSRVHV��DOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI �6HFWLRQ������F��
����RI �WKH�,QWHUQDO�5HYHQXH�&RGH�RI ������DV�DPHQGHG��KHUHLQDIWHU�� 
WKH�́ &RGHµ���:LWKLQ�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQ�RI �VXFK�SXUSRVHV��WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ�
will: 

� �D���$LG��DVVLVW��IRVWHU��SURPRWH�DQG�DGYDQFH�JRRG�ZLOO�DQG�SURSHU� 
  understanding between Americans; 

� �E���3UHVHUYH�DQG�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�JUHDWHU�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�WKH�LGHDOV�RI � 
  American democracy; 

� �F���(OLPLQDWH� ELDV�� ELJRWU\� DQG� SUHMXGLFH� DQG� FRXQWHUDFW� 
  un-American and anti-democratic activities through broad  

  educational programs; 

� �G���$SSO\��H[SHQG��GLVEXUVH��JUDQW�RU�FRQWULEXWH�LWV�LQFRPH�DQG�� 
  if  the Corporation deems it advisable, the principal of  its 

  property, to or for the advancement of  any of  the aforesaid  

  purposes; 
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� �H���$FFHSW� DQG� UHFHLYH� FRQWULEXWLRQV� WR� WKH� &RUSRUDWLRQ� LQ 

  money or other property, from any person, corporation,  

� � DVVRFLDWLRQ�� ÀUP�� FRPPXQLW\� FKHVW�� IXQGV�� IRXQGDWLRQ� RU� 
  individual provided that such money or other property  

  contributed shall be used only for any or all of  the foregoing  

  purposes, and 

� �I���7R�KDYH�XQOLPLWHG�SRZHU�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�DQG�WR�GR�DQ\�ODZIXO� 
  act or conduct any lawful business as permitted by the  

� � 1RQ�SURÀW�&RUSRUDWLRQ�/DZ�RI �3HQQV\OYDQLD�SURYLGHG�WKDW� 
� � VXFK� DFW� RU� EXVLQHVV� LV� QRW� LQ� FRQÁLFW�ZLWK� WKH� IRUHJRLQJ� 
  purposes or violative of  the corporation’s exempt status  

  under the Code. 

 No part of  the net earnings of  the Corporation shall inure to the 

EHQHÀW�RI �DQ\�PHPEHU��WUXVWHH�RU�RWKHU�SULYDWH�LQGLYLGXDO��QRU�VKDOO� 
any substantial part of  the activities of  the Corporation be the carrying 

RQ�RI �SURSDJDQGD��RU�RWKHUZLVH�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�LQÁXHQFH�OHJLVODWLRQ��
or participating in, or intervening in (including the publishing or 

GLVWULEXWLQJ�RI �VWDWHPHQWV��RI �DQ\�SROLWLFDO�FDPSDLJQ�RQ�EHKDOI �RI �
DQ\�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�SXEOLF�RIÀFH��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�SURYLVLRQV�
of  the Code except as may be permitted otherwise under the Code. 

 Upon any dissolution of  the Corporation, no member shall be 

entitled to any distribution or division of  its remaining property or 

proceeds, and the balance of  all money and other property received  

by the Corporation from any source, including its operations, after  

the payment of  all debts and obligations of  the Corporation of  

whatsoever kind or nature, shall be used or distributed exclusively 

for purposes within those set forth in these Articles of  Amendment 

and within the intendment of  the Code. 

7KH�&RUSRUDWLRQ� GRHV� QRW� FRQWHPSODWH� SHFXQLDU\� JDLQ� RU� SURÀW�� 
incidental or otherwise. 

Section 1.3. Members:

� �D�� 7KH� LQFRUSRUDWRUV� RI � WKLV� &RUSRUDWLRQ� VKDOO� EH� LWV� LQLWLDO� 
� � PHPEHUV��$IWHU�WKH�LQFRUSRUDWRUV·�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ��PHPEHUVKLS� 
  shall be open to all natural persons. Members of  the Order  

  Sons of  Italy in America® shall be eligible for membership in  

  this Corporation upon paying membership dues as may be  
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  determined, from time to time, by the Board of  Directors.  

  Other persons shall be eligible for membership upon terms  

� � DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�VSHFLÀHG�IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�E\�WKH�%RDUG�RI � 
  Directors. 

� �E���9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV��7KH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV�RI �WKLV�&RUSRUDWLRQ� 
  shall be known as Regular Voting Members and At-Large  

  Voting Members. 

� � �����5HJXODU�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV�VKDOO�FRQVLVW�RI �WKH�IROORZLQJ��
� � � �L���7KH�1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW�RI �WKH�2UGHU�6RQV�RI �,WDO\�LQ� 
    America® 

� � � �LL���7KH�1DWLRQDO�)LUVW��6HFRQG�DQG�7KLUG�9LFH�3UHVLGHQWV� 
    of  the Order Sons of  Italy in America®

�� � � �LLL��7KH�,PPHGLDWH�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�RI �WKH�&6-�
� � � �LY��6L[� ���� 6WDWH� &KDSWHU� &KDLUSHUVRQV� DSSRLQWHG� E\� 
    the National President of  the Order Sons of  Italy  

    in America from Grand Lodges with active, innovative,  

    successful State Chapters 

� �����$W�/DUJH� 9RWLQJ� 0HPEHUV�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKRVH� 9RWLQJ� 
  Members referred to as “Regular Voting Members” as above  

� � VHW� IRUWK�� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� IRXU� ����9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV� VKDOO� EH 
  elected by the Regular Voting Members and who shall  

  hereinafter be known as “At-Large Voting Members”  

� � SURYLGHG�� KRZHYHU�� WKDW� WZR� ���� RI � WKH� $W�/DUJH� 9RWLQJ� 
  Members must be elected from among those Past National  

  Presidents of  the CSJ who have been and continue to remain 

  active in the work, goals and affairs of  the CSJ. The other  

� � WZR�����$W�/DUJH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV�QHHG�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�EH 
  either members of  the Order Sons of  Italy in America or of   

  Italian Extraction; however, they should be prominent  

  citizens in their respective communities who bring to the  

  CSJ those kinds of  special skills, professionalism and  

  dedication which would facilitate the purposes, aims and  

  goals of  the CSJ. 

� � �L�� 7KH� WHUP� RI � RIÀFH� RI � WKH� IRXU� ���� $W�/DUJH� 9RWLQJ� 
� � � 0HPEHUV�VKDOO�EH�FR�WHUPLQXV�ZLWK�WKH�WHUPV�RI �RIÀFH 
   of  the Regular Voting Members regardless of  the date of  

   their election as At-Large Voting Members by thr Regular  

� � � 9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV��,Q�QR�HYHQW�VKDOO�WKHLU�WHUP�RI �RIÀFH 
   extend beyond the date of  the installation of  the  
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� � � 1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�6RQV�RI �,WDO\�LQ�$PHULFD� 
   at the Supreme Convention of  the Order Sons of  Italy 

   in America next following the election of  the said four  

� � � ����$W�/DUJH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV��
� � �LL�� 7KH�VXFFHVVRUV�RI �WKH�IRXU�����$W�/DUJH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV� 
   shall be nominated and elected by the Regular Voting  

   Members at a special meeting of  the Regular Voting  

   Members, which shall take place at the site of  the  

   Supreme Convention of  the Order Sons of  Italy in  

   America and as soon as reasonably possible following the 

� � � LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI �WKH�1DWLRQDO�2IÀFHUV�RI �WKH�2UGHU�6RQV� 
   of  Italy in America. Nothing contained herein shall  

   preclude the nomination and election of  an incumbent 

   At-Large Voting Member to a successive term or terms,  

   except in the case of  the President who shall not be able  

   to succeed to a third consecutive term. 

� �����&RPPLVVLRQHUV�(PHULWXV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�5HJXODU�9RWLQJ 
  Members and the At-Large Voting Members, the voting 

  members may, from time to time, elect “Commissioners  

  Emeritus” who shall serve for life; who shall have full voting  

� � SULYLOHJHV��ZKR�VKDOO�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�H[�RIÀFLR�HOHFWRUV�RI �WKH� 
� � IRXU� ���� $W�/DUJH� 9RWLQJ� 0HPEHUV�� DQG� ZKR� VKDOO� EH� 
� � H[�RIÀFLR�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�%RDUG�RI �'LUHFWRUV��
� �F���1RQ�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV��
� � �����$OO�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�RI �WKLV�FRUSRUDWLRQ�VKDOO�EH�QRQ�9RWLQJ� 
   members. 

� � �����7KH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV� VKDOO� KDYH� WKH� ULJKW� WR� HVWDEOLVK� 
   various categories of  non-voting membership and specify  

� � � WKH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�WKHUHIRUH��VXFK�DV��
    Life Members 

    Associate Members 

    Sustaining Members 

    Honorary Members 

� � �����$� PHPEHU·V� LQFOXVLRQ� LQ� RQH� RI � WKH� FDWHJRULHV� RI � 
   non-Voting membership shall not preclude such member’s  

   becoming a Voting Members upon meeting the  

   requirements for achieving the status.
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Section 1.4. Voting: All Voting Members, but only Voting Members, 

shall have the right to vote. Non-Voting Members shall have no  

voting rights whatsoever. At all meetings of  members, each Vot-

ing Member may attend either in person or by proxy and may vote  

either in person or by proxy. All proxies shall be in writing and shall 

EH�ÀOHG�ZLWK�WKH�6HFUHWDU\�RI �WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ��([FHSW�DV�RWKHUZLVH�
SURYLGHG�VSHFLÀFDOO\�E\�ODZ�RU�LQ�WKHVH�E\ODZV��DOO�PDWWHUV�FRPLQJ�
before any meeting of  members shall be determined by a majority 

vote of  the Voting Members present in person or by proxy. Such 

vote may be taken by voice unless a Voting Member demands that it 

be taken by ballot, in which event the vote shall be taken by written 

ballot, and the Judge or Judges of  Election, or, if  none, the Secre-

tary of  the Meeting, shall tabulate and certify the results of  the vote. 

Section 1.5. Place and Time of  Meetings: Annual Meetings of  Voting 

0HPEHUV�IRU�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI �'LUHFWRUV�VKDOO�EH�KHOG�DW������3HQQ� 
Mutual Tower, 510 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, or  

such other place as the Board of  Directors shall designate. At such 

PHHWLQJV��WKH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV�VKDOO�HOHFW�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ��
$W�OHDVW�ÀYH�����GD\V·�ZULWWHQ�QRWLFH�RI �WKH�SODFH�VR�À[HG�VKDOO�EH�
given to Voting Members. Non-Voting Members are not entitled 

to notice of  such meetings. Non-Voting Members may attend such 

meetings but they shall have no right to participate in any part of  

such meetings, including but not limited to the nomination and 

election of  Directors. Non-Voting Members shall have no right to 

participate in any discussions of  any issues raised at such meetings 

unless their participation in discussion is permitted by the Voting 

Members. 

Section 1.6. Special Meetings: Special meetings of  the Voting  

Members may be called from time to time by the President of  the 

Board or upon request in writing to the President of  the Board of  

Directors by a majority of  the Board of  Directors, or by a Major-

ity of  the Voting Members, and may be held at such time and place 

within the Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania or elsewhere as may be 

designated in the notice calling the meeting.
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CSJ ARTICLE II - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 2.1. Number: The business and affairs of  the Corporation 

VKDOO�EH�PDQDJHG�E\�D�%RDUG�RI �HOHYHQ������'LUHFWRUV��

Section 2.2. Eligibility: Only Voting Members of  the Corporation 

shall be eligible to be elected and serve as Directors. Each Director, 

once elected, shall serve as Director only as long as said Director 

continues to be a Voting Member. 

6HFWLRQ������7HUP�RI �2IÀFH�RI �'LUHFWRUV��7KH�%RDUG�RI �'LUHFWRUV�
VKDOO�EH� HOHFWHG�DW� WKH�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ�RI � WKH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV�� DQG�
thereafter their successors shall be elected at the annual meetings of   

Voting Members. The terms of  the members of  the Board of  Direc-

tors shall be coterminous with the “Council Members” regardless 

of  the date of  their election as members of  the Board of  Directors 

and they shall remain as Directors until their successors are duly 

HOHFWHG� DQG�TXDOLÀHG��8SRQ� WHUPLQDWLRQ�RI � D�'LUHFWRU·V� VWDWXV� DV�
a Voting Member, said Director’s status as Director shall also ter-

PLQDWH��$Q\�'LUHFWRU�PD\�EH�UHPRYHG�E\�WKH�DIÀUPDWLYH�YRWH�RI �D�
majority of  the Voting Members in attendance. 

Section 2.4. Place of  Meeting: Meetings of  the Board of  Directors 

may be held at such place within Pennsylvania or elsewhere as a  

majority of  the Directors may specify from time to time, or as may 

be designated in the notice calling the meeting. 

Section 2.5. Regular Meetings: A regular meeting of  the Board of  

Directors shall be held annually, immediately following the annual 

meeting of  Voting Members, at the place where the meeting of  the 

Voting Members is held or at such other place, date and hour as a  

majority of  the Directors may designate. In addition to that regular 

PHHWLQJ�� WKH� %RDUG� RI � 'LUHFWRUV� VKDOO� KDYH� WKH� SRZHU� WR� À[� E\� 
resolution the place, date and hour of  other regular meetings of  the 

Board. 

Section 2.6. Special Meetings: Special meetings of  the Board of   

Directors shall be held whenever called by the President of  the 

%RDUG�RI �'LUHFWRUV�RU�D�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�'LUHFWRUV�LQ�RIÀFH�
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6HFWLRQ������1RWLFH�RI �6SHFLDO�0HHWLQJ��$W�OHDVW�WZR�����GD\V·�ZULWWHQ�
notice of  a special meeting of  the Board of  Directors shall be given 

to each Director, either by personal delivery, by mail or by wire. 

6HFWLRQ� �����1RQ�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV·�$WWHQGDQFH� DW�0HHWLQJV�� 7KH�
Board of  Directors may exclude Non-Voting Members from any 

regular meeting or special meeting for any reason. 

6HFWLRQ������4XRUXP��$�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�'LUHFWRUV�LQ�RIÀFH�VKDOO�EH�
necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of  business, 

and the acts of  a majority of  the Directors present at a meeting at  

which a quorum is present shall be the acts of  the Board of  Directors. 

If  there be less than a quorum present, the majority of  those pres-

ent may adjourn the meeting from time to time and place to place, 

and shall cause notice of  each adjourned meeting to be given to all  

absent Directors.

Section 2.10. Powers: 

� �D���*(1(5$/�32:(56���7KH�%RDUG�RI �'LUHFWRUV�VKDOO�KDYH�
all the power and authority granted by law to the Board, including 

all powers necessary for, or appropriate to, the management of  the 

business and affairs of  the Corporation. 

� �E���63(&,),&�32:(56���:LWKRXW�OLPLWLQJ�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRZHUV�
conferred by the last preceding clause and the powers conferred by 

the Articles and bylaws of  the Corporation, it is hereby expressly 

declared that the Board of  Directors shall have the following pow-

ers: 

� �����7R�FRQIHU�XSRQ�DQ\�RIÀFHU�RU�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ� 
� � WKH�SRZHU�WR�FKRRVH��UHPRYH�RU�VXVSHQG�DVVLVWDQW�RIÀFHUV�� 
  agents or servants. 

� �����7R�DSSRLQW�DQ\�SHUVRQ��ÀUP�RU�FRUSRUDWLRQ�WR�DFFHSW�DQG� 
  hold in trust for the Corporation any property belonging to 

  the Corporation or in which it is interested, and to authorize 

� � DQ\� VXFK� SHUVRQ�� ÀUP� RU� FRUSRUDWLRQ� WR� H[HFXWH� DQ\� 
  documents and perform any duties that may be requisite in  

  relation to any such trust. 

� �����7R�DSSURYH�DQG�DXWKRUL]H�WKH�ERUURZLQJ�RI �PRQH\�DQG�WKH 
  granting of  security interests in the personal property and  

  mortgages on the real estate of  the Corporation as security 
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  for the repayment of  loans and payment of  interest thereon. 

� �����7R�SXUFKDVH��VHOO��OHDVH��PRUWJDJH��SOHGJH��WUDQVIHU�LQ�WUXVW�� 
  and otherwise deal with real and personal property of  the  

  Corporation. 

� �����7R�DSSRLQW�D�SHUVRQ�RU�SHUVRQV�WR�YRWH�VKDUHV�RI �DQRWKHU 
  corporation held or owned by the Corporation. 

� �����7R� DSSRLQW� DQG� UHPRYH� VWDII �SHUVRQQHO�ZKR�QHHG�QRW�EH� 
  Voting Members of  the Corporation. 

� �����%\�UHVROXWLRQ�DGRSWHG�E\�D�PDMRULW\�RI �WKH�ZKROH�%RDUG�RI � 
  Directors to designate one or more committees, each  

  committee to consist of  one or more of  the Directors of  the 

  Corporation. To the extent provided in any such resolution, 

  a committee so designated shall have and exercise the  

  authority of  the Board of  Directors in the management of   

  the business and affairs of  the Corporation. The Board of   

  Directors may designate one or more Directors as alternate  

  members o any committee, who may replace any absent or 

� � GLVTXDOLÀHG�PHPEHU� DW� DQ\�PHHWLQJ�RI � WKH� FRPPLWWHH�� ,Q� 
� � WKH�HYHQW�RI �WKH�DEVHQFH�RU�GLVTXDOLÀFDWLRQ�RI �DQ\�PHPEHU 
  and all designated alternates of  such committee or committees,  

  or if  the whole Board of  Directors has failed to be present at  

� � DQ\�PHHWLQJ� DQG�QRW�GLVTXDOLÀHG� IURP�YRWLQJ��ZKHWKHU�RU 
  not they constitute a quorum, may unanimously appoint  

  another Director to act at the meeting of  the Committee in 

� � WKH�SODFH�RI �DQ\�VXFK�DEVHQW�RU�GLVTXDOLÀHG�PHPEHU��
� �����7R� DSSRLQW� D� QRQ�YRWLQJ� $GYLVRU\� %RDUG� FRQVLVWLQJ� RI � 
  prominent individuals interested in the goals of  The  

  Commission for Social Justice consisting of  not less than 50 

  nor more than 150. The Advisory Board shall meet at such 

  places and at such times as the Board of  Directors decides. 

� � 9DFDQFLHV�RQ�WKH�$GYLVRU\�%RDUG�VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�WKH�%RDUG� 
  of  Directors. 

Section 2.11. Vacancies: Vacancies on the Board of  Directors,  

LQFOXGLQJ� YDFDQFLHV� UHVXOWLQJ� IURP� GLVTXDOLÀFDWLRQ� RI � D�'LUHFWRU��
VKDOO�EH�ÀOOHG�E\�WKH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV�RI �WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ�DW�D�VSHFLDO�
meeting thereof  called for such purpose. Each person so elected shall 

serve for the balance of  the unexpired term of  the vacated  

'LUHFWRUVKLS��,I �D�YDFDQF\�RFFXUV�ZLWKLQ�VL[�����PRQWKV�EHIRUH�WKH�
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QH[W� $QQXDO�0HHWLQJ� RI � WKH� 9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV�� WKH� ÀOOLQJ� RI � WKH� 
vacancy may be postponed until the Annual Meeting.

CSJ ARTICLE III - OFFICERS AND 
EXECUTIVE STAFF

6HFWLRQ� ����� 2IÀFHV� DQG� (OHFWLRQ�� 7KH� &RUSRUDWLRQ� VKDOO� KDYH� D� 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer who shall be 

elected by the Voting Members. The Board of  Directors may elect 

DV� DGGLWLRQDO�RIÀFHUV�RQH�RU�PRUH� DVVLVWDQW�RIÀFHUV��2QO\�9RWLQJ� 
Members of  the Corporation shall be eligible to be elected and 

VHUYH�DV�RIÀFHUV�RU�DVVLVWDQW�RIÀFHUV��H[FHSW�DV�SURYLGHG�KHUHLQ��$Q�
RIÀFHU��RQFH�HOHFWHG��PD\�VHUYH�RQO\�DV�ORQJ�DV�VDLG�RIÀFHU�FRQWLQ-

ues to be a Voting Member. A Non-Voting Member may be elected 

DV�DQ�RIÀFHU�RU�DVVLVWDQW�RIÀFHU��XSRQ�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI �D�UHVROXWLRQ�
DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�DIÀUPDWLYH�YRWH�RI �WZR�WKLUGV�������RI �DOO�9RWLQJ�
Members. “The National President” of  the Order Sons of  Italy in 

America, shall, at all times, hold the honorary title of  “Chairman of  

the Board.” 

6HFWLRQ������7HUP��7KH�WHUPV�RI �RIÀFH�RI �WKH�3UHVLGHQW��9LFH�3UHVL-
dent, Secretary and Treasurer shall be coterminous with the terms 

RI �RIÀFH�RI �WKH�´&RXQFLO�0HPEHUVµ�UHJDUGOHVV�RI �WKH�GDWH�RI �WKHLU�
HOHFWLRQ�DV�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�FRUSRUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH\�VKDOO�UHPDLQ�DV�RI-
ÀFHUV� XQWLO� WKHLU� VXFFHVVRUV� DUH� GXO\� HOHFWHG� DQG� TXDOLÀHG�� XQOHVV�
UHPRYHG�IURP�RIÀFH�E\�WKH�9RWLQJ�0HPEHUV��$Q\�SHUVRQ�HOHFWHG�
to the position of  Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and/or assis-

WDQW�WR�DQ\�RI �WKRVH�SRVLWLRQV�VKDOO�EH�OLPLWHG�WR�WZR�����FRQVHFXWLYH�
WHUPV�RI �RIÀFH�LQ�WKDW�SRVLWLRQ�FRPPHQFLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�DW�
the 45th Biennial National Convention. Upon termination of  an 

RIÀFHU·V�VWDWXV�DV�D�9RWLQJ�0HPEHU��VDLG�RIÀFHU·V�VWDWXV�DV�DQ�RIÀFHU�
shall also terminate. 

Section 3.3. Powers and Duties of  the President: Unless otherwise 

determined by the Voting Members, the President shall have the usu-

DO�GXWLHV�RI �D�FKLHI �H[HFXWLYH�RIÀFHU�ZLWK�JHQHUDO�VXSHUYLVLRQ�RYHU�
and direction of  the affairs of  the Corporation. In the exercise of   

these duties and subject to the limitations of  the laws of  the  

Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania, these bylaws and the actions of  
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the Board of  Directors, the President shall preside at all meetings of  

the members at which the President shall be present, shall preside 

at all meetings of  the Board of  Directors and shall be a member of  

all committees. The President shall also do and perform such other  

GXWLHV�DV�PD\�EH�DVVLJQHG� WR� WKH�RIÀFH� IURP�WLPH� WR� WLPH�E\� WKH�
Board of  Directors. Unless otherwise determined by the Voting 

Members, the President shall have full power and authority on behalf  

of  the Corporation to attend, to act and to vote at any meeting of  

the shareholders of  any corporation in which the Corporation may 

hold stock. At any such meeting, the President shall possess and may  

exercise any and all the rights and powers incident to the  

ownership of  such stock and which, as the owner thereof, the  

Corporation might have possessed and exercised. A resource per-

son shall be a member of  the Order Sons of  Italy in America who 

has demonstrated an interest in the work of  the CSJ and who would 

be a source of  valuable information and expertise. 

Section 3.4. Powers and Duties of  the Vice President: It shall be the 

duty of  the Vice President to assist the President as may be re-

quired. The Vice President shall assume the duties of  the President 

whenever the President is unable to serve or, by reason of  incapac-

ity, cannot serve. 

Section 3.5. Powers and Duties of  the Secretary: Unless otherwise 

determined by the Voting Members, the Secretary shall keep the 

minutes of  all meetings of  the Board of  Directors, members and all 

committees, in books provided for that purpose, and shall attend to 

the giving and serving of  all notices for the Corporation. The Secretary 

shall have charge of  the corporate seal, membership books, and  

other such books and papers as the Board of  Directors may di-

rect. The Secretary shall perform all other duties ordinarily incident 

WR� WKH�RIÀFH�RI � 6HFUHWDU\�� DQG� VKDOO� KDYH� VXFK�RWKHU�SRZHUV� DQG�
SHUIRUP�VXFK�RWKHU�GXWLHV�DV�PD\�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�E\�WKH�
Board of  Directors. 

Section 3.6. Powers and Duties of  the Treasurer: Unless otherwise 

determined by the Voting Members, the Treasurer shall have charge 

of  all the funds and securities of  the Corporation which may come  

into the Treasurer’s hands. When necessary or proper, unless otherwise 
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ordered by the Board of  Directors, the Treasurer shall endorse for 

collection on behalf  of  the Corporation checks, notes and other  

obligations, and shall deposit them to the credit of  the Corporation  

in such banks or depositories as the Board of  Directors may  

designate and shall sign all receipts and vouchers for payments 

made to the Corporation. The Treasurer shall sign all checks made 

by the Corporation, except when the Board of  Directors shall direct  

otherwise. The Treasurer shall enter regularly, in books of  the  

Corporation to be kept by the Treasurer for the purpose, full and  

accurate accounts of  all money received and paid by the Treasurer 

on behalf  of  the Corporation. Whenever required by the Board of   

'LUHFWRUV�� WKH�7UHDVXUHU� VKDOO� UHQGHU� D� VWDWHPHQW�RI � WKH�ÀQDQFLDO� 
condition of  the Corporation. The Treasurer shall exhibit the  

Treasurer’s books and accounts at all reasonable times to any Director  

RI �WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ��XSRQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DW�WKH�RIÀFH�WR�WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ�
during business hours. The Treasurer shall have such other powers 

DQG�VKDOO�SHUIRUP�VXFK�RWKHU�GXWLHV�DV�PD\�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�
from time to time by the Board of  Directors. The Treasurer shall 

give such bond, if  any, for the faithful performance of  the Trea-

surer’s duties as shall be required by the Board of  Directors, and any 

such bond shall remain in the custody of  the Executive Director. 

6HFWLRQ������3RZHUV�DQG�'XWLHV�RI �$VVLVWDQW�2IÀFHUV��8QOHVV�RWKHUZLVH� 
GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�%RDUG�RI �'LUHFWRUV��DVVLVWDQW�RIÀFHUV�VKDOO�KDYH�
the powers and perform the duties of  their respective superior  

RIÀFHU��$VVLVWDQW�RIÀFHUV�VKDOO�KDYH�VXFK�UDQN�DV�VKDOO�EH�GHVLJQDWHG�
by the Board of  Directors; and each, in the order of  rank, shall act  

IRU� VXFK� VXSHULRU� RIÀFHU� LQ� VDLG� RIÀFHU·V� DEVHQFH� RU� XSRQ� VDLG� 
RIÀFHU·V�GLVDELOLW\�RU�ZKHQ�VR�GLUHFWHG�E\�VXFK�VXSHULRU�RIÀFHU�RU�E\�
the Board of  Directors. The Treasurer and the Secretary shall be the 

VXSHULRU�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKH�DVVLVWDQW�WUHDVXUHUV�DQG�DVVLVWDQW�VHFUHWDULHV��
respectively. The Executive Director shall also be the superior of  

WKH�DVVLVWDQW�RIÀFHUV��

6HFWLRQ� �����'HOHJDWLRQ� RI �2IÀFH�� 7KH� %RDUG� RI �'LUHFWRUV�PD\� 
GHOHJDWH�WKH�SRZHUV�RU�GXWLHV�RI �DQ\�RIÀFHU�RI �WKH�&RUSRUDWLRQ�WR�
DQ\�RWKHU�RIÀFHU��WR�WKH�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU��RU�WR�DQ\�'LUHFWRU�IURP�
time to time. 
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6HFWLRQ������6DODULHV�RI �2IÀFHUV�DQG�([HFXWLYH�6WDII��2IÀFHUV�RI �WKH�
Corporation and the Executive Staff  shall receive such salaries as 

may be determined by the Board of  Directors. The Board of  Direc-

tors may authorize the making of  employment contracts between 

the Corporation and 

� �D���DQ\�RQH�RU�PRUH�RIÀFHUV�DQG�
� �E���DQ\�RQH�RU�PRUH�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�([HFXWLYH�6WDII��

Section 3.10. Vacancies: The Board of  Directors shall have the 

SRZHU�WR�ÀOO�DQ\�YDFDQFLHV�LQ�DQ\�RIÀFH�RU�LQ�WKH�([HFXWLYH�6WDII �
occurring for any reason whatever. 

Section 3.11. Executive Staff: 

� �D���7KH�%RDUG�RI �'LUHFWRUV�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU��DXWKRULW\��EXW� 
  not the obligation, to appoint as part of  the Corporation’s  

  Executive Staff  an Executive Director, and any additional  

  staff  personnel as the Board of  Directors shall determine. No 

  Voting Member shall be eligible to hold any salaried position. 

� �E���7KH�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�GXWLHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� 
� � RI � GLUHFWLQJ� WKH� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� DQG� ÀVFDO� DIIDLUV� RI � WKH� 
  Corporation, and such other duties and responsibilities as  

  may be delegated to the Executive Director by the Board of   

  Directors. The Executive Director shall serve under the  

  direction of  and be responsible to the Board of  Directors.

CSJ ARTICLE IV - INDEMNIFICATION 
OF DIRECTORS, OFFICERS AND OTHER 

PERSONS
6HFWLRQ������(DFK�'LUHFWRU��HDFK�RIÀFHU��HDFK�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU��
DQG�HDFK�IRUPHU�'LUHFWRU��RIÀFHU�RU�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU��DQG�DQ\�
person who serves or may have served at the Corporation’s request as 

D�GLUHFWRU�RU�RIÀFHU�RI �DQRWKHU�FRUSRUDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�RZQV�VKDUHV 
RI �FDSLWDO�VWRFN�RU�RI �ZKLFK�LW�LV�FUHGLWRU��ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKHQ�LQ�RIÀFH��
DQG�WKHLU�KHLUV��H[HFXWRUV�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�VKDOO�EH� LQGHPQLÀHG 

by the Corporation against any costs and expenses, including counsel  

fees, reasonably incurred in connection with any civil, criminal,  

administrative or other claim, action, suit or proceeding in which 
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they may become involved or with which they may be threatened,  

E\�UHDVRQ�RI �WKHLU�EHLQJ�RU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�D�'LUHFWRU��RIÀFHU�RU�([HFXWLYH�
Director of  the Corporation or by reason of  serving or having served 

any corporation in which the Corporation owns shares of  capital  

VWRFN�RU�RI �ZKLFK�LW�LV�D�FUHGLWRU��DQ\�ÀUP�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
DV�GLUHFWRU��RIÀFHU��HPSOR\HH��WUXVWHH��PHPEHU�RU�RWKHUZLVH�DW�WKH�
request of  the Corporation, and against any payments in settlement 

of  any such claim, action, suit or proceeding or in satisfaction of  any 

UHODWHG�MXGJPHQW��ÀQH�RU�SHQDOW\��H[FHSW�FRVWV��H[SHQVHV�RU�SD\PHQWV�
LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�DQ\�PDWWHU�DV�WR�ZKLFK�WKH\�VKDOO�EH�ÀQDOO\�DGMXGJHG� 
derelict in the performance of  their duties, or in relation to any matter  

as to which there has been no adjudication with respect to their 

performance of  their duties unless the Corporation shall receive 

DQ�RSLQLRQ�IURP�LQGHSHQGHQW�FRXQVHO�WKDW�WKH�'LUHFWRU��RIÀFHU�RU� 
Executive Director has not so been derelict. In the case of  a criminal 

action, suit or proceeding, a conviction or judgment (whether after  

WULDO�RU�EDVHG�RQ�D�SOHD�RI �JXLOW\�RU�QROR�FRQWHQGHUH�RU�LWV�HTXLYDOHQW��
VKDOO�QRW�EH�GHHPHG�DQ�DGMXGLFDWLRQ� WKDW� WKH�'LUHFWRU��RIÀFHU�RI �
Executive Director was derelict in the performance of  their duties 

if  they acted in good faith in what they considered to be the best 

interest of  the Corporation and with no reasonable cause to believe 

WKH�DFWLRQ�ZDV�LOOHJDO��7KH�IRUHJRLQJ�ULJKW�RI �LQGHPQLÀFDWLRQ�VKDOO� 
QRW�EH�H[FOXVLYH�RI �RWKHU�ULJKWV�WR�ZKLFK�'LUHFWRUV��RIÀFHU�DQG�RWKHUV�
may be entitled as a matter of  law or otherwise, and in the event of  

any amendment or repeal of  this section, they shall be entitled to its 

EHQHÀWV�DV�WR�DQ\�DFWV�RU�HYHQWV�ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�
when it was in effect.

CSJ ARTICLE V - SEAL
Section 5.1: The form of  the seal of  the Corporation, called the  

corporate seal of  the Corporation, shall be as impressed adjacent 

hereto.  

CSJ ARTICLE VI - FISCAL YEAR
6HFWLRQ� ����� 7KH� ÀVFDO� \HDU� RI � WKH� &RUSRUDWLRQ� VKDOO� EHJLQ� RQ� 
January 1 of  each calendar year and end on December 31 of  that 
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calendar year. 

CSJ ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS
Section 7.1: Only the Voting Members of  the Corporation shall 

have the power to alter, amend or repeal these bylaws by a majority 

of  those voting, at any regular or special meeting, duly convened 

after notice to the Voting Members of  such purpose. Non-Voting  

Members have no right to vote with respect to the alteration,  

amendment or repeal of  the bylaws.

CSJ ARTICLE VIII - INTERPRETATION OF 
BYLAWS

6HFWLRQ������$OO�ZRUGV�� WHUPV�DQG�SURYLVLRQV�RI � WKHVH�E\ODZV�VKDOO� EH� 
LQWHUSUHWHG�DQG�GHÀQHG�E\�DQG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�1RQ�SURÀW�
Corporation Law of  1972 of  the Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania 

as amended from time to time hereafter.

CSJ ARTICLE IX - USE OF CONFERENCE 
TELEPHONE AND SIMILAR EQUIPMENT

Section 9.1: One or more persons may participate in a meeting of  

the Board, or of  another body, or of  the Voting Members by means 

of  conference telephone or similar communications equipment by 

which all persons participating in the meeting can hear each other. 

Participation in a meeting pursuant to this section shall constitute 

presence in person at such meeting.
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$SSHQGL[�RI �$PHQGPHQWV
0DGH�WR�7KLV�'RFXPHQW��VLQFH�������

(GLWRU·V�1RWH��&OHULFDO�&KDQJHV��1RQ�6XEVWDQWLYH���
$UWLFOH�1XPEHUV�LQ�-XGLFLDO�&RGH�DVVLJQHG�-&�SUHÀ[HV to mini-

mize confusion within this document. 

$UWLFOH�1XPEHUV�LQ�&6-�%\�/DZV�DVVLJQHG�&6-�SUHÀ[HV to mini-

mize confusion within this document. 

����������DW��������S�����RI ������3DOP�%HDFK��)/�&RQYHQWLRQ�%RRN��
$UW�� ���� �F�� ²� $�:RUGLQJ� &KDQJH�� �UHI�� ���������� 7UDQVFULSW� 
SS����������	�0LQXWHV�RQ�S������RI ������&RQY��%RRN��

����������DW��������S�����RI ������6DQ�'LHJR��&$�&RQYHQWLRQ�%RRN��
$UW�� ��� ²� $�:RUGLQJ� $GGLWLRQ� DIWHU� 6HFRQG� 3DUDJUDSK (ref.  

0LQXWHV�RQ�S�����RI ������&RQY��%RRN��

����������DW��������S�����RI ������6DQ�'LHJR��&$�&RQYHQWLRQ�%RRN��
$UW�����²:RUGLQJ�$GGHG�WR�/DVW�3DUDJUDSK (ref. Minutes on p. 

���RI ������&RQY��%RRN��
-&�$UW����²:RUGLQJ�$GGHG��UHI��0LQXWHV�RQ�S�����RI ������&RQY��%RRN��
-&�$UW�����²:RUGLQJ�&KDQJH��UHI��0LQXWHV�RQ�S�����RI������&RQY��%RRN��

���������DW��������S�����RI ������2UODQGR��)/�&RQYHQWLRQ�%RRN� 
$UW�� ���� �F��²�$�:RUGLQJ�&KDQJH� UHYHUVLQJ� WKH�FKDQJH�PDGH�RQ�
����������� �UHI�� ��������� 7UDQVFULSW� SS�� ������ 	� 0LQXWHV� RQ� 
SS����	���RI ������3KLODGHOSKLD��3$�&RQY��%RRN���

���������� DW� ������� SS�� ��� 	� ��� RI � ����� 3KLODGHOSKLD�� 3$� 
Convention Book: 

$UW������²�1HZO\�,QVHUWHG���UHI��SS�����	����RI ������3KLODGHOSKLD��3$�
&RQYHQWLRQ�7UDQVFULSW��

���������� DW� ������� SS�� ��� 	� ��� RI � ����� 3KLODGHOSKLD�� 3$� 
Convention Book: 

$UW������²�:RUGLQJ�$GGHG���UHI��SS�����	����RI ������3KLODGHOSKLD��
3$�&RQYHQWLRQ�7UDQVFULSW��
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���������� DW� ������� SS�� ��� 	� ��� RI � ����� 3KLODGHOSKLD�� 3$� 
Convention Book: 

$UW�������:RUGLQJ�$GGHG���UHI��SS�����	����RI ������3KLODGHOSKLD��
3$�&RQYHQWLRQ�7UDQVFULSW��

���������� DW� ������� SS�� ��� 	� ��� RI � ����� 3KLODGHOSKLD�� 3$� 
Convention Book: 

$UW����²�:RUGLQJ�&KDQJH� (ref. pp. 42-77 of  2013 Philadelphia, PA 

&RQYHQWLRQ�7UDQVFULSW�%RRN��

����������DW��������S�����RI ������%RQLWD�6SULQJV��)/�&RQYHQWLRQ�
Book: 

$UW������G��²�)XOO�3DUDJUDSK�5HSODFHPHQW���'XWLHV�RI �1DWLRQDO�
5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\� 

����������DW��������S�����RI ������%RQLWD�6SULQJV��)/�&RQYHQWLRQ�
Book: 

$UW�� ��� �� :RUGLQJ� $GGHG� DIWHU� )LUVW� 3DUDJUDSK�� �1DWLRQDO� 
&RQYHQWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH� 

����������DW��������S�����RI ������%RQLWD�6SULQJV��)/�&RQYHQWLRQ�
Book: 

$UW�����²�¶KDYLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH·�'HÀQLWLRQ�$GGHG�DW�(QG�RI �
3DUDJUDSK��� 

����������DW��������S�����RI ������%RQLWD�6SULQJV��)/�&RQYHQWLRQ�
Book: 

$UW������²�1HZ�$UWLFOH�$GGHG��3DUOLDPHQWDU\�$XWKRULW\��5RE-
HUW·V�5XOHV� 

����������DW��������S�����RI ������%RQLWD�6SULQJV��)/�&RQYHQWLRQ�
Book: 

$UW�����²�:RUGLQJ�&KDQJH� WR�)LUVW�6HQWHQFH� IURP�´-XQHµ� WR�
´0D\�RU�-XQHµ��*UDQG�&RQYHQWLRQV�� 

���������� DW� ������� %RQLWD� 6SULQJV�� )/� &RQYHQWLRQ�'LVWULEXWHG�
Addendum Letter: 
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3/6/21- Attachment to email calling for a Special Supreme Conven-

WLRQ�VHQW�E\�$GDP�-DFREV�RQ������������

$UW������FKDQJHG�ZRUGLQJ�WR�DOORZ�6RFLDO�0HPEHUV�WR�KROG�VRPH�
ORFDO�ORGJH�RIÀFHV�DQG�FKDQJHG�WKH�$W�/DUJH�0HPEHU�SURJUDP

3/6/21- Attachment to email calling for a Special Supreme Conven-

WLRQ�VHQW�E\�$GDP�-DFREV�RQ������������

$UW�����G����DGGHG�ZRUGLQJ�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�SURFHVV�LQ�WKH�
HYHQW�RI �D�SRVWSRQHPHQW�RU�GHOD\�RI �D�6XSUHPH�&RQYHQWLRQ�

3/6/21- Attachment to email calling for a Special Supreme Conven-

WLRQ�VHQW�E\�$GDP�-DFREV�RQ�������������

$UW������²�DGGHG��I��DQG��J�

3/6/21- Attachment to email calling for a Special Supreme Conven-

WLRQ�VHQW�E\�$GDP�-DFREV�RQ�������������

$UW������²�DGGHG�WKH�SKUDVH�´RU�E\�HOHFWURQLF�PHDQVµ�WR�SHUPLW�
DQRWKHU�PHWKRG�RI �YRWLQJ

6/1/21- Attachment to email calling for a Special Supreme Council 

plenary session sent by Adam Jacobs on 5/7/2021.  

$UW�������5HPRYHG�UHVWULFWLRQV�WR�KROGLQJ�RIÀFH�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�
RQH�UDQNLQJ�XQLW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH���,QFOXGHG�DGGLWLRQDO�UHVWULF-
WLRQV�IRU�PHPEHUV�RI �$UELWUDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQV�DQG�5HFRUGLQJ�
6HFUHWDULHV�VLWWLQJ�RQ�FDVHV�
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Absence 
 Charter Members Art. 17.  19

� )UHTXHQF\� $UW������� � ��
 Immediate Past President Art. 35.  29

 Installation Art. 106.  90

 Judicial Proceedings Art. 12.  106

� 1DWLRQDO�3UHVLGHQW� $UW������ � ��
� � � $UW������ � ��
� 1DWLRQDO�9LFH�3UHVLGHQWV� $UW������ � ��
� � � $UW������ � ��
 President Art. 23.  23

   Art. 35.  29

 Vice President Art. 24.  24

   Art. 35.  29

 State President Art. 53.  44

 State Vice President Art. 54.  44

Absent Parties Art. 110.  94

   Art. 12.  106

Absolute Majority 
 Arbitration Commission Art. 35.  111

� (OHFWLRQV� $UW������K��� ��
� � � $UW������L�� � ��
 Supreme Court Art. 45.  114

Acceptance
� $W�/DUJH�0HPEHUV� $UW����D�� � �
� *UDQG�/RGJHV� $UW�����E�� � ��
 Local Lodges Art. 14.  19

� � � $UW������ � ��
 Members Art. 1.  7

� � � $UW����� � �
� 7UXVW� $SS��%���� ����
Accounting by Trustees App. B-10  126

Accounts

 Audit

  Grand Lodge Art. 59.  50

� � /RFDO�/RGJH� $UW�����F�� � ��
� � 6XSUHPH�/RGJH� $UW�����N�� � ��
   Art. 92.  77

 Bank

� � *UDQG�/RGJH� $UW������ � ��
� � /RFDO�/RGJH� $UW�����F�� � ��
  Supreme Lodge Art. 90.  76

 Checking

� � *UDQG�/RGJH� $UW������ � ��
� � /RFDO�/RGJH� $UW�����G�� � ��
  Supreme Lodge Art. 90.  76

 Savings

� � *UDQG�/RGJH� $UW������ � ��
� � /RFDO�/RGJH� $UW�����F�� � ��
  Supreme Lodge Art. 90.  76

� 6PDOO�([SHQVHV� $UW�����K�� � ��

INDEX
A

Action of  Trustees App. B-5  122

Additional Balloting $UW������L�� � ��
Adjustment of  Default 
 Grand Lodge Art. 69.  57

 Local Lodge Art. 43  32

 Members Art. 10.  16

Administration of  Mortuary Fund 
� *UDQG�/RGJH� $UW�����E�� � ��
   Art. 64.  53

 Local Lodge Art. 37.  30

� 6XSUHPH�/RGJH� $UW������ � ��
Administrative Body 
 Grand Lodge Art. 49.  39

 Local Lodge Art. 20.  21

 Supreme Lodge Art. 77.  64

Administrative Review 
Admission
� $VVRFLDWLRQV� $UW������ � ��
� $W�/DUJH�0HPEHUV� $UW����� � �
� )UDWHUQDO�6RFLHWLHV� $UW������ � ��
� *UDQG�/RGJHV� $UW������ � ��
 Local Lodges Art. 14.  19

   Art. 15.  19

 Members Art. 1.  7

� 2WKHU�2UJDQL]DWLRQV� $UW������ � ��
Agreement, Foundation App. B.  121

� $FFHSWDQFH�RI �7UXVW� $SS��%���� ����
 Accounting by Trustees App. B-10  126

 Action of  Trustees App. B-5  122

 Amendment App. B-12  127

 Bond App. B-9  126

 Compensation App. B-9  126

 Foundation Trustees App. B-7  124

� ,UUHYRFDELOLW\� $SS��%���� ����
 Liability of  Trustees App. B-11  127

 Name of  Trust App. B-2  121

 Purpose of  Trust App. B-1  121

� 6LWXV� $SS��%���� ����
� 7HUPLQDWLRQ� $SS��%���� ����
 Trust Fund App. B-3  121

 Trustees Powers App. B-6  122

 Use of  Trust Fund App. B-4  122

Allowances Art. 111.  95

Alternates
 Arbitration Commissioners 

 Grand Lodge Art. 61.  50

   Art. 7.  103

 Local Lodge Art. 61.  50

   Art. 9.  104

 Supreme Lodge Art. 95.  79

   Art. 5.   102
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Index

A
 Delegates

  National Art. VI.  3

� � � $UW��9,,�G��� �
   Art. 62.  51

� � � $UW�� ����F�� ��
   Art. 120   101

  State Art. V.  2

   Art. VI.  3

� � � $UW������ � ��
� � � $UW�� ����F�� ��
Amendments
 Approval Art. III.  2

   Art. XII.  6

 Bylaws

  CSJ §7.1.  142

� � *UDQG�/RGJH� $UW��,,,�E�� � �
� � � $UW��;,��E�� � �
   Art. XII.  6

� � � $UW�����E�� � ��
� � � $UW�� ����E�� ��
� � /RFDO�/RGJH� $UW��,,,�F�� � �
� � � $UW��;,�F�� � �
   Art. XII.  6

� � � $UW�����H�� � ��
� � � $UW�� ����F�� ��
� � � $UW�� ����G�� ��
� &RQÁLFW� $UW��;,�� � �
� � � $UW������� � ��
 Constitution Art. XI.  5

 Effective Dates 

� � *UDQG�/RGJH� $UW�� ����E�� ��
� � /RFDO�/RGJH� $UW�� ����F�� ��
� � � $UW�� ����G�� ��
� � 6XSUHPH�/RGJH� $UW�� ����D�� ��
 Foundation Trust App. B-12  127

� )UDWHUQDO�3DFWV� $SS��$�� ����
 General Laws Art. XI.  5

� � � $UW������� � ��
 Judicial Code Art. XI.  5

� 3URSRVDOV� $UW������� � ��
� 3URPXOJDWLRQ� $UW������� � ��
 Ritual Art. XI.  5

� � � $UW�������� � ��
Annual Reports 
 Foundation Trustees App. B-10  126

 National Financial Secretary 

� � � $UW����M�� � ��
� 6WDWH�)LQDQFLDO�6HFUHWDU\� $UW�����L�� � ��
Annulment Art. 49.  39

� � � $UW�����X�� � ��
Appeals Art. 29.  111

 Appealing Party Art. 29.  111

� � � $UW������ ����
 Arbitration Commission 

� � *UDQG�/RGJH� $UW����� ����
  Supreme Lodge Art. 6.  102

� $XWKRULW\� $UW�����N�� � ��
� &OHPHQF\� $UW�����H�� � ��
 Content Art. 30.  111

� &RVWV� $UW�����G�� � ��
� � � $UW������I�� � ��
� � � $UW�����F�� ����
   Art. 49.  116

   Art. 51.  116

 Decision Art. 35.  111

   Art. 37.  111

   Art. 45.  114

   Art. 47.  114

 Duties

� � 5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\� $UW�����J�� � ��
� � 1DWLRQDO�2UDWRU� $UW�����H�� � ��
� � 6WDWH�2UDWRU� $UW�����G�� � ��
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